
2nd U.S. mad
cow case may

have been found
Page 7 She feels like a winner Page 19She feels like a winner Page 19

Powell: Iran adapting missiles to carry nuclear bombs Page 10

Championship
at stake in

season finale
Page 26

Fanfare marks
opening of

Clinton library
Page 11

AP photos

From left, President George W. Bush and former presidents Bill Clinton, George H.W. Bush and Jimmy Carter walk

near the William J. Clinton Presidential Center during opening ceremonies in Little Rock, Ark., on Thursday.
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World

Afghanistan opium wars: Afghani-
stan is on its way to becoming a

“narco-state” and U.S. and NATO-led
forces in the country should get more in-
volved in fighting the drug trade as well

as terrorists, according to a U.N. report re-
leased Thursday.

The agency found that this year’s cultiva-
tion of opium — the raw material for heroin
— was up by nearly two-thirds. Bad weath-
er and disease kept production from setting
a new record, although it still accounted for
87 percent of the world supply, up from 76
percent in 2003.

“It would be an historical error to aban-
don Afghanistan to opium, right after we re-
claimed it from the Taliban and al-Qaida,”
said Antonio Maria Costa, executive direc-
tor of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime.

The illegal trade is booming despite politi-
cal progress in the country, including the
first presidential election, and local drug
control efforts led by British military advis-
ers.

“Fighting narcotics is equivalent to fight-
ing terrorism,” he said.

Thatcher charged in coup plot: Equatori-
al Guinea prosecutors confirmed Thursday

they have charged
Mark Thatcher, son of
former British Prime
Minister Margaret
Thatcher, in an alleged
coup plot in the oil-rich
west African nation.

Thatcher is accused
of having helped fi-
nance the coup at-
tempt, Attorney Gener-
al Jose Olo Obono said.

Equatorial Guinea in-
tends to seek Thatch-
er’s extradition, a legal

official close to the government’s case told
The Associated Press earlier this week.

Darfur negotiations: A swift conclusion of
an agreement to end the 21-year civil war in
southern Sudan is critical to solving the rest
of the problems in Africa’s largest country,
government, rebel and U.N. officials told
the U.N. Security Council on Thursday.

The council was meeting in Kenya’s capi-
tal, Nairobi, to focus attention on Sudan’s
two civil wars and an enormous humanitari-
an crisis. Southern rebels have been fight-
ing the government since 1983, and the west-
ern region of Darfur erupted into violence
in February 2003.

U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan urged
the Security Council on Thursday to issue
“the strongest warning” to all of the forces
fighting in Sudan. He added that an agree-
ment to end the war in southern Sudan
would provide a basis for bringing peace to
Darfur.

Mideast peace process: Sponsors of an
internationally backed Mideast peace plan
will send their foreign ministers to the re-
gion next week in hopes of restarting Israe-
li-Palestinian talks in the wake of Yasser
Arafat’s death.

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw and
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
will go to the West Bank next week, after
Monday’s visit by Secretary of State Colin
Powell. The Spanish and German foreign
ministers also are expected in coming
weeks, Palestinian Foreign Minister Nabil
Shaath said.

The flurry of high-level visits was the lat-
est sign that, with Arafat gone, the interna-
tional community is ready to dive back into
Mideast diplomacy and get the so-called
“road map” peace plan back on track. The
plan, which aims to create an independent
Palestinian state by 2005, has been stalled
since being signed in June 2003.

Spanish terror attack: Terrorists like

those who set off bombs on Spanish commut-
er trains, killing 191 people, will attack
again somewhere despite the best efforts by
any government to safeguard its citizens,
Spain’s former secretary for state security
said Thursday.

“Today the world is threatened by radical
Islamic terrorism. We know it has increased
its capability … its evil,” Ignacio Astarloa
told the parliamentary commission investi-
gating the March 11 train bombings. “We
face the gravest threat. They’ll try again.”

Space station troubles: A Russian space
transport ship failed to fully raise the orbit
of the International Space Station in prepa-
ration for next month’s docking of a supply
ship, a Russian news agency reported
Wednesday.

Alexander Kireyev, head of the ballistic
coordination group at Russia’s Mission Con-
trol outside Moscow, said the docked
Progress transport ship was supposed to
raise the orbiting station by about 2.8 miles,
but the ship’s engines were not strong
enough.

He said the station was raised by only
1.68 miles, but that it would still be enough
to allow a new transport ship, scheduled to
be launched from the Baikonur cosmo-
drome in Kazakhstan on Dec. 23, to dock.

Bioterror alert system: A global system
designed to spot bioterrorist attacks or new
disease outbreaks became even more global
Wednesday — it now gathers information in
six more languages.

The Global Health Intelligence Network,
created in 1998, previously scanned only En-
glish language news reports for signs of in-
fectious disease crises. Beginning Wednes-
day, it scours reports in Arabic, French, Rus-
sian, Spanish, and both simplified and tradi-
tional Chinese.

The Nuclear Threat Initiative, a
U.S.-based nonprofit, is dedicated to reduc-
ing the threat of nuclear, biological and
chemical weapons.

Kidnapped U.N. workers: Three U.N.
workers kidnapped three weeks ago in the
Afghan capital remain out of reach, a gov-
ernment official said Thursday, as the world
body appealed anew for their release.

Armed men seized Philippine diplomat
Angelito Nayan, British-Irish citizen Annet-
ta Flanigan and Shqipe Hebibi of Kosovo on
Oct. 28, in the first kidnapping of foreigners
in Kabul since the fall of the Taliban three
years ago.

“There is no update,” Interior Ministry

spokesman Latfullah Mashal said Thurs-
day.

States

Peterson trial: The attorney representing
Scott Peterson, who was convicted of killing
his pregnant wife, wants a new jury in a dif-
ferent county to decide whether Peterson
gets the death penalty or life in prison with-
out parole.

Defense lawyer Mark Geragos made the
request in a motion filed Wednesday in San
Mateo County Superior Court. The details
will not be made public until after Judge Al-
fred A. Delucchi reviews the file before the
scheduled start of the penalty phase Mon-
day morning, which could now be delayed.

Al-Qaida intelligence: The Clinton admin-
istration was deeply concerned in 2000 that
al-Qaida sleeper cells existed in North
America and considered ways to move
against them, according to newly released
testimony.

“There were two simultaneous plots, one
in Jordan and one in the United States, and
they both involved American citizens,”
Bush administration critic Richard Clarke
testified in June 2002 before a congression-
al inquiry into the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

The release of Clarke’s 2002 testimony
stems from Republican attempts to under-
mine his criticism of the Bush administra-
tion.

Military

Brownlee resigns: Les Brownlee, the
highly decorated Vietnam veteran who
served as acting secretary of the Army for
18 months after Thomas White was fired,
submitted his resignation Wednesday.

In a brief statement, the Pentagon said
Brownlee’s resignation is effective Dec. 3.

Brownlee, 65, joined the Bush administra-
tion as undersecretary of the Army in No-
vember 2001. He took on the added responsi-
bilities of acting secretary in May 2003,
when Defense Secretary Donald H. Rums-
feld dismissed White after a series of dis-
putes over the pace of the Army’s force mod-
ernization.

On Tuesday, the Senate confirmed Fran-
cis J. Harvey as the next Army secretary.

Brownlee retired from the Army at the
rank of colonel after a 22-year career that in-
cluded two combat tours in Vietnam. He
was awarded two Silver Stars and three
Bronze Stars for battlefield valor.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Thatcher

Bonfire tragedy commemorated: A visitor views the memorial to honor the 12 students who
died and 27 others who were injured during the Nov. 10, 1999, collapse of the Texas A&M
University bonfire in College Station, Texas. The memorial was the site of an intimate and
silent ceremony Thursday, as hundreds gathered at 2:42 a.m. — the exact time of the col-
lapse — on the grassy field where 12 Aggies were killed and 27 others were injured in
1999.The $5 million memorial’s centerpiece is a circle of 12 rectangular arches, one for
each victim. They are connected by 27 large stones, symbolic of those injured.
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The Associated Press

As of Wednesday at least 1,214 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 944 died as a result of hos-
tile action, the Defense Department said
as of Wednesday. The figures include
three military civilians.

The AP count matches the Defense De-
partment’s tally as of Wednesday.

The British military has reported 74
deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11;
Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary and Latvia have reported
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,076 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 835
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary:

� No deaths reported.
The latest identifications reported by

the military:

� Army 1st Lt. Luke C. Wullenwaber,
24, Lewiston, Idaho; killed Tuesday when
an explosive detonated near his military
vehicle in Khaldiyah, Iraq; assigned to 1st
Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 2nd
Infantry Division, Camp Greaves, Korea.

� Army Staff Sgt. Marshall H. Caddy,
27, Nags Head, N.C.; died Tuesday in a ve-
hicle accident in Khaldiyah, Iraq; as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp
Greaves, Korea.

� Army Pfc. Jose Ricardo Flores-Mejia,
21, Santa Clarita, Calif.; died Tuesday
when an explosive hit his convoy in
Mosul, Iraq; assigned to 25th Transporta-
tion Company, Schofield Barracks, Ha-
waii.

� Army Spc. Daniel James McConnell,
27, Duluth, Minn.; died Tuesday in a vehi-
cle accident in Kirkuk, Iraq; assigned to
27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division,
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

� Army Pfc. Isaiah R. Hunt, 20, Green
Bay, Wis., died Monday in a vehicle acci-
dent in Baghdad, Iraq; assigned to 782nd
Main Support Battalion, 82nd Airborne Di-
vision, Fort Bragg, N.C.

� Marine Lance Cpl. George J. Payton,
20, Culver City, Calif.; killed Sunday in

Anbar province, Iraq; assigned to 3rd Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

� Army Pfc. Cole W. Larsen, 19, Can-
yon Country, Calif.; died Saturday in a ve-
hicle accident in Baghdad, Iraq; assigned
to 272nd Military Police Company, 21st
Theater Support Command, Mannheim,
Germany.

Killed Monday in Anbar province, Iraq:
� Marine Lance Cpl. Jeramy A. Ailes,

22, Gilroy, Calif.; assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Travis R. Desiato,
19, Bedford, Mass.; assigned to 1st Battal-
ion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Di-
vision, II Marine Expeditionary Force,
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Shane E. Kielion,
23, La Vista, Neb.; assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

� Marine Lance Cpl. William L. Miller,
22, Pearland, Texas; assigned to 1st Battal-
ion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Di-
vision, II Marine Expeditionary Force,
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.

� Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta, 25, San
Diego; assigned to 1st Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, III
Marine Expeditionary Force, Marine
Corps Base Hawaii.

� Marine Capt. Patrick Marc M. Rapi-
cault, 34, St. Augustine, Fla.; assigned to
2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

� Marine Cpl. Marc T. Ryan, 25, Glouc-
ester, N.J.; assigned to 2nd Battalion, 5th
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I
Marine Expeditionary Force, Marine
Corps Base, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Antoine D. Smith,
22, Orlando, Fla.; assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

� Marine Lance Cpl. James E. Swain,
20, Kokomo, Ind.; assigned to Headquar-
ters Battalion, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

� Marine Cpl. Lance M. Thompson, 21,
Upland, Ind.; assigned to 2nd Battalion,
5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

BY TINI TRAN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. troops
sweeping through Fallujah on
Thursday said they believe they
have found the main headquar-
ters of the insurgent group head-
ed by Jordanian terrorist Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi.

In video shot by an embedded
CNN cameraman, soldiers
walked through an imposing
building with concrete columns
and with a large sign in Arabic on
the wall reading “Al Qaida Orga-
nization” and “There is no God
but Allah and Muhammad is his
messenger.”

Inside the building, U.S. sol-
diers found documents, old com-
puters, notebooks, photographs
and copies of the Quran.

Al-Zarqawi last month re-
named his group al-Qaida in Iraq,
and his followers have been
blamed for a number of deadly
bombings and beheadings of for-
eign hostages, including three
Americans and a Briton. The Unit-
ed States has offered a $25 mil-
lion reward for his capture or kill-
ing — the same amount as for
Osama bin Laden.

In neighboring Jordan, authori-
ties detained al-Zarqawi’s neph-
ew near the border with Iraq, a
distant relative and a clergyman
close to the family said Thursday.

The clergyman and the rela-
tive, both of whom spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said security of-
ficials had informed the family
that Mohammed al-Harahsheh
was detained last month. The rela-
tive said al-Harahsheh was being
questioned on suspicion of at-
tempting to infiltrate into Iraq to
join his militant uncle.

Also, the senior U.S. Marine
commander in Iraq said the
U.S.-led offensive launched last
week in Fallujah has “broken the
back of the insurgency” by seiz-

ing their main base of operations.
“We feel right now that we

have, as I mentioned, broken the
back of the insurgency. We’ve
taken away this safe haven,” Lt.
Gen. John Sattler told reporters
at the Pentagon in a video telecon-
ference from Fallujah.

Sattler’s conclusion was far
more optimistic than an assess-
ment made shortly before the of-
fensive by Marine intelligence of-
ficers, who said the insurgency
would rebound if U.S. troop levels
in the area were significantly re-
duced after the offensive.

Sattler cautioned, however,
that insurgents remained a
threat. A group attacked U.S. Ma-
rines and Iraqi government forc-
es from a house inside Fallujah
on Thursday, killing one Marine

and one Iraqi soldier, Sattler said.
One Marine and one Iraqi soldier
also were wounded.

Sattler said the total U.S. death
toll so far in the Fallujah offen-
sive, which began Nov. 7, stands
at 51, with 425 wounded in action.

Also, insurgents detonated a
car bomb near a U.S. military con-
voy in Baghdad and a roadside
bomb exploded at a job recruiting
center in the northern city of
Kirkuk in attacks that killed four
people, police and officials said.

The Baghdad attack occurred
near the Yarmouk police station
as a U.S. armored vehicle drove
by, police Capt. Ahmed Shihab
said. Two people were killed and
five wounded by the blast, he
said. The U.S. military had no im-
mediate information on casual-

ties.
The Kirkuk attack killed two ci-

vilians and injured three others,
said Gen. Anwar Mohammed
Amin with the Iraqi National
Guard. Kirkuk is 180 miles north
of Baghdad.

Insurgents also fired 10 mortar
rounds at the provincial adminis-
tration offices in the northern city
of Mosul, wounding four of the
governor’s guards, authorities
said. Gov. Duraid Kashmoula
was unhurt in the attack, spokes-
man Lt. Col. Paul Hastings said.

Initial reports said the rounds
landed near a fuel truck, setting it
ablaze, Hastings said.

The rest of Mosul, Iraq’s third
largest city with more than 1 mil-
lion residents, remained calm for
a second day since the U.S.-led of-

fensive operation began Tuesday
to wrest control of the western
part of the city from insurgents.

The U.S. military said as many
as 2,500 U.S. and Iraqi troops
met “little resistance” during op-
erations to re-secure police sta-
tions and key bridges in Mosul
from the insurgents.

Iraqi authorities have acknowl-
edged that al-Zarqawi, along with
other Fallujah insurgent leaders,
escaped from the rebel bastion
west of Baghdad where he was
based before American troops
moved in.

Early Thursday, U.S. troops en-
countered intense rocket-pro-
pelled grenade attacks in Fallu-
jah, said Lt. Col. Pete Newell, a
commander in Task Force 22, 1st
Infantry Division. The Ameri-
cans returned heavy fire.

Afterward, troops walked
through the area, which con-
tained dozens of destroyed build-
ings and fox holes where they be-
lieved insurgents fled when the
bombing in the area started.

Some of the papers found by
U.S. soldiers in the building bore
Saddam Hussein’s picture. Sol-
diers also found a ski mask and
several bags of sodium nitrate,
which can be used in making ex-
plosives, in other areas.

While U.S. and Iraqi forces
have retaken insurgent strong-
holds in Fallujah and Mosul, vio-
lence continues to erupt in Sunni
Muslim-dominated areas of Iraq.

The Iraqi government, mean-
while, warned that Islamic cler-
ics who incite violence will be
considered to be “participating
in terrorism,” and it said a num-
ber of them already have been ar-
rested.”

Associated Press Military Writer Robert

Burns in Washington contributed to this

report.

U.S. troops may have found al-Zarqawi HQ

AP

U.S. servicemembers inspect a car in Sadr City, Baghdad, on Thursday.
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BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The senior
U.S. Marine commander in Iraq
said Thursday that the U.S.-led of-
fensive in Fallujah has “broken
the back of the insurgency” by
seizing their main base of opera-
tions.

“We feel right now that we
have, as I mentioned, broken the
back of the insurgency. We’ve
taken away this safe haven,” Lt.
Gen. John Sattler told reporters
at the Pentagon in a video telecon-
ference from Fallujah.

He said that assessment was
based on what U.S. officials found
in records uncovered in insurgent
command posts inside Fallujah.

Sattler’s conclusion is more op-
timistic than an assessment made
shortly before the offensive by
Marine intelligence officers, who
said the insurgency would re-
bound if U.S. troop levels in the
area were significantly reduced
after the offensive.

Sattler made no mention of the
intelligence assessment, but he
stressed the importance of bring-
ing essential services back on line
in Fallujah as quickly as possible
and starting reconstruction work.

He said the insurgents are now
“scattered” in Iraq with fewer re-
sources available to carry out at-
tacks.

“Each and every time we can
force these individuals to go to
new locations, expand their circle
of friends — if you want to call it
that — to include some that they
don’t know and they don’t trust,
they’ll bring in rookies, more jun-
ior people that will, in fact, make
mistakes,” he said.

“And that’s why I mentioned
that this has disrupted them, I be-
lieve — my personal belief —
across the country. This is going
to make it very hard for them to
operate,” he added.

Sattler cautioned that remnants
of the insurgents who had con-
trolled Fallujah for months are
still a problem. A group of insur-
gents attacked U.S. Marines and
Iraqi government forces from a
house inside the city Thursday,
killing one Marine and one Iraqi

soldier, Sattler said. One Marine
and one Iraqi soldier also were
wounded.

Sattler at one point said Fallu-
jah “is not quite secure at this
point,” but later he said he had
misspoken. “The town of Fallujah
is secure, but we’re in the
search-and-clear phase that will
make it safe — relatively safe is
the best word,” he said.

Bomb-making materials and
improvised explosive devices
need to be recovered or dis-
armed, he said, and the Marines
are still looking for remaining in-
surgents who may be lying low
with the intention of disrupting ef-
forts to reconstruct the city.

He said U.S. forces have found
a number of documents from the
insurgents’ command posts in-
side the city that lists the names
of some of their fighters, includ-
ing some from outside of Iraq.

Sattler said the total U.S. death
toll so far in the Fallujah offen-
sive, which began Nov. 7, stands
at 51, with about 425 wounded in
action. Earlier in the week, U.S.
officials put the number of dead
at 38.

He declined to give a firm esti-
mate of the number of insurgents
killed in the fighting, but he said
the 1,200 figure cited in some
news reports was “a safe num-
ber.” He said 1,025 captured in-
surgents were in detention, and

that about 150 who
had been captured
were subsequent-
ly determined to
be nonhostile and
were let go.

Sattler said city
residents who fled
before the U.S.-led
offensive will not
be allowed back
until conditions
are safer. He said
the resettlement
would be done in
phases, starting
with residences in
the northern part
of Fallujah.

Fallujah typical-
ly has a population
of about 200,000.
The vast majority
fled before the fighting began.

“The town must be secure be-

fore we let the Fallujah people

back in,” he said. He gave no spe-

cific estimate of when that would

happen, saying only that it would

take “some time.”

Coalition officials are working

with the Iraqi government to plan

the return of civilians, setting up

a Civil-Military Operations Cen-

ter, or CMOC, Sattler said.

One of the plans includes a vet-

ting process to compensate civil-

ians for damage to their homes

and cars, as well as any injuries

or deaths to family members, Sat-

tler said, although he remarked

that while 25 to 30 civilians have

been treated by U.S. forces for in-
juries, “I know of none that have
been killed.”

Sattler said he could not con-
firm reports that the body of kid-
napped British aid worker Marga-
ret Hassan had been found in Fal-
lujah.

Stripes reporter Lisa Burgess contribut-

ed to this report from the Pentagon.

‘Sopranos’ stars tour bases

James Gandolfini and Tony Sirico, stars
of the popular TV series “The Sopranos,”
are expected to draw mobs of fans during a
series of appearances at military installa-
tions in the Persian Gulf region.

The two are currently making a series of
meet-and-greet stops throughout the re-
gion as part of holiday events planned by
the United Service Organizations and
Armed Forces Entertainment. Gandolfini
plays modern-day mob boss Tony Soprano
and Sirico plays his carefully barbered cap-
tain, Paulie Walnuts, in the long-running
series.

The two are touring the Persian Gulf, vis-
iting posts, signing autographs, posing for
photos and watching movies with the
troops, according to the USO. Officials
would not release exact stops and dates for
security reasons.

Gandolfini and Sirico follow stars such
as Wayne Newton, Toby Keith and 50 Cent
to the gulf region this year, where the USO
has more than a dozen holiday tours sched-
uled, according to a USO release. Upcom-
ing appearances are scheduled for Rich Lit-
tle in the Mediterranean, the Dallas Cow-
boy cheerleaders in South Korea and cast
members from “The West Wing” and
“Days of Our Lives” in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, among others.

Hassoun’s belongings found

FALLUJAH, Iraq — U.S. troops have re-
covered belongings of a U.S. Marine who
was once feared beheaded by Iraqi insur-
gents after disappearing from his unit, U.S.
officials said.

The personal effects of Cpl. Wassef Ali
Hassoun were found last week in a box on
the third floor of a three-story commercial
building in Fallujah, the officials said. The
property included an identification card, a
uniform and a book.

Hassoun, of West Jordan, Utah, disap-
peared from his base near Fallujah in June
and later turned up at the U.S. Embassy in

Beirut, Lebanon. It remains unclear how
he traveled from Iraq to Lebanon, where
he has relatives.

On June 27, Arab television showed a vid-
eotape of a blindfolded Hassoun, a sword
hanging over his head. At one point while
he was missing, a group claiming to repre-
sent his captors announced that he had
been beheaded after being lured from the
base by a love affair.

Hassoun returned in July to the Marine
base at Camp Lejeune, N.C. In September,
medical authorities at Camp Lejeune de-
clared him fit for full duty, allowing him to
return to the brigade motor pool where he
worked before he deployed to Iraq in Feb-
ruary.

From staff and wire reports

AP photos

Above: U.S. Marines of the 1st Division rest after searching a kitchen of a house in the western part of

Fallujah, Iraq, on Monday while trying to corner the remaining resistance in the city. The senior U.S. Marine

commander in Iraq said the Fallujah offensive has “broken the back of the insurgency.” Below: A 1st Division

Marine walks the deserted streets on Monday. The Fallujah mission is now in the “search-and-clear” phase.

Lt. Gen. John Sattler

Commander: Insurgent ‘safe haven’ taken
Primary base of operations
seized in Fallujah offensive
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BY KATARINA KRATOVAC

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Goats nibble on rotting vege-
tables, barefoot children scavenge through
garbage and women in black robes scuttle
over slivers of pavement to avoid raw sewage
floating down the street. As U.S. soldiers pass
by, the bustle continues uninterrupted.

This is Sadr City, Baghdad’s biggest slum,
home to over 2 million Shiite Muslim inhabit-
ants and the stronghold of the militant Shiite
cleric, Muqtada al-Sadr.

Violence has convulsed the area twice this
year, with U.S. soldiers battling al-Sadr’s mili-
tia in April and again in the summer before an
October cease-fire.

But these days, Sadr City is an experiment
in peace, one some U.S. military officials be-
lieve could be a model for Fallujah once resis-
tance there is suppressed.

“Fallujah and Sadr City are not all that dif-
ferent,” said Capt. Zachary Miller. “What we
are doing in Sadr City could quite possibly be
a blueprint for turning around Fallujah.”

“There was truly a time when all the people
who were out here on the streets were out to
do us harm,” Miller added. “All we did was
fight. Now we are helping them start a better
life.”

Two months ago, the idea of Sadr City serv-
ing as a model for anything positive seemed
preposterous. Clashes turned entire blocks
into war zones. Women and children disap-
peared from the streets.

Militiamen, mortars, rocket-propelled gre-
nades, tanks and gunships took center stage.

“We were fighting really heavily here and
look at Sadr City now,” said Capt. Jason Bul-
lock, of the 1st Brigade of the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion. “If someone told me a couple of months
ago I’d be walking like this through here, I’d
think they were crazy.”

“But it’s a deceptive calm,” Bullock added.
“Everything can change in the blink of an
eye.”

Key to success has been a government pro-
gram to buy back weapons from Shiite fight-
ers. The program may not have weakened
al-Sadr, who still commands fierce loyalty in
the slum where crumbling walls are plastered
with his picture. But it did help calm tensions
and put desperately needed cash in the hands
of many ordinary people.

Reconstruction has also played a major role
in ending the turmoil. The U.S. Army has pro-
vided $330 million for basic services in Sadr
City, $134 million of which is already being
spent, said Maj. Gen. Peter Chiarelli, com-
mander of the 1st Cavalry Division.

Some 16,000 workers, most from Sadr City,
have been enlisted to repair pumping stations
— adding brick walls to guard against insur-
gent attacks — run power lines and bring pota-
ble water to the slum. Eleven miles of new
pipes are stored at a depot on Sadr City’s
southern edge.

“This is the key ingredient, for the first
time, clean water and electricity will get di-
rectly to the houses in Sadr City,” Chiarelli
said. “We are not only fixing it, we are helping
them have a hope for their lives and their fu-
ture.”

Mohammed Radhi, 33, earns $6 a day dig-
ging a sewer line in the dusty earth. For him,
it’s more than a job. “I am building a new
country for myself, a new Iraq.”

But 40-year-old Falih Hussein, a father of
eight, doubts the Americans will succeed.

“This place hasn’t changed in 20 years.
Nothing works here,” he said, carrying a bag
of overripe bananas. “What makes them think
they can change it?”

Capt. Miller says Sadr City has already
changed and credits the creation of jobs. “You
give one guy a job and it’s one less shooting at
us.”

Lt. Col. Dave Batchellor says his troops’
daily 12-hour presence on Sadr City streets
took some steam off the militia drive.

“First we got the IEDs off the streets,” says
Batchellor, referring to homemade bombs of
Improvised Explosive Devices. “Then we just
stayed there. That’s when the turnaround
came. They saw we weren’t going away.”

“Now we are showing them that ’sweat’
projects — sewage, water, electricity and
trash — can work. It can turn their life
around,” he added, as a tractor-trailer drove
by with four men scooping up the trash.

But it’s still a sensitive time in Sadr City. In
some places, sewage is knee-deep and hepati-
tis and typhoid are prevalent.

Batchellor shrugs when he hears some
U.S.-brought improvements attributed to
al-Sadr.

“Muqtada made them help us. He is ours
and if he says fight the Americans, we’ll do it
again,” says Sheik Jamal Hani Auda, 70.

“If he is good with them, so are we.”

British holiday tradition

LONDON — Pipes and pen-
cils will be replaced by cameras
and games when a 90-year-old
royal tradition of sending gifts
to British troops abroad is re-
vived this Christmas, a defense
spokesman said Thursday.

British troops spending the
Christmas of 1914 huddled in
trenches in France or on battle-
ships off the Falkland Islands re-
ceived a Christmas gift box
filled with pipes, lighters, ciga-
rettes and telescoping “bullet
pencils” made from .303 rifle
cartridges.

The gifts were the initiative
of Princess Mary, the
17-year-old daughter of King
George V and Queen Mary, who
wanted everyone wearing the
British uniform overseas to re-
ceive a gift from the nation on
Christmas Day.

Ninety years later their mod-
ern day contemporaries in Iraq,
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, the
Balkans, and the Falkland and
Ascension Islands will get a bun-
dle containing cameras, games
and other treats.

Troop withdrawal

BUDAPEST, Hungary —
Hungary will try to withdraw
its troops from Iraq as soon as
possible, the prime minister
said Thursday.

“If we’re going to return
home, it should be with the few-
est conflicts and as fast as possi-
ble,” Prime Minister Ferenc
Gyurcsany told Hungarian tele-
vision station TV2.

Center-right opposition par-
ties in parliament Monday
voted down a government plan
to extend by three months the
stay of the 300-member trans-
portation contingent serving
under Polish command in Hill-
ah, south of Baghdad.

The extension would have
kept the Hungarians in Iraq
until March 31, 2005, but Gyurc-
sany said Thursday he had in-
structed Defense Minister Fer-
enc Juhasz to begin talks about
bringing home as many soldiers
as possible before the end of the
year.

Clerics arrested

BAGHDAD — The Iraqi gov-
ernment warned Thursday
that Islamic clerics who incite
violence will be considered
“participating in terrorism,”
and said that a number of
them have already been arrest-
ed.

“The government is deter-
mined to pursue those who in-
cite acts of violence. A number
of mosques’ clerics who have
publicly called for taking the
path of violence have been ar-
rested and will be legally
tried,” said Thair al-Naqeeb,
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi’s
spokesman.

“Some mosque clerics incite
people to kill the police and the
National Guard...They’re con-
sidered participating in terror-
ism.”

Al-Naqeeb did not specify
how many clerics have al-
ready been taken into custody.

Over the past two weeks, a
number of Sunni Muslim cler-
ics in Baghdad and other cities
have been arrested by U.S.
and Iraqi forces, including sev-
eral members of the influen-
tial Association of Muslim
Scholars which has been at the
forefront of criticism of the Fal-
lujah operation.

From The Associated Press

Some troops believe
their reconstructive
efforts to be a model

Sadr City a blueprint for Fallujah

AP

Iraqi children stand next to a flooded street in Sadr City, Baghdad, on Oct. 22. Some in the U.S.

military believe the experiment in bringing peace to Baghdad’s Shiite Muslim slum of Sadr City

could be a model for Fallujah, once subdued.

AP

Children crowd a playground in Sadr City on

Saturday. While U.S. troops launched a major

attack Saturday against insurgent holdouts in

southern Fallujah, residents of Sadr City en-

joyed relative calm following a peace agree-

ment last month.

Official: CARE worker murdered

CANBERRA, Australia — Australian Prime
Minister John Howard said Thursday a body
found in the strife-torn Iraqi city of Fallujah
likely was that of kidnapped aid worker Marg-
aret Hassan.

“The body found in Fallujah appears to
have been Margaret’s and the video of the exe-
cution of a Western woman appears on all the
available information to have been genuine,”
Howard told Parliament.

Howard did not say which body he was re-
ferring to but on Sunday, Marines found the
mutilated body of what they believe was a
Western woman on a street in Fallujah during
the U.S. assault on the insurgent stronghold.

Hassan was a British citizen born in Ireland
and married to an Iraqi man.

The Arab satellite station al-Jazeera said
early this week it had received a videotape
showing the murder of a woman believed to
be Hassan, a British-Irish national who had
lived in Iraq for three decades.

CARE, the Brussels-based charity whose
Iraq office Hassan headed, said Tuesday: “It
is with profound sadness that we have learnt
of the existence of a video in which it appears
that our colleague Margaret Hassan has been
killed. ... The whole of CARE is in mourning.”

Hassan was kidnapped by armed men who
stopped her car as she was going to work in
Baghdad on Oct. 19. She held British, Irish
and Iraqi nationality, was married to an Iraqi
and had lived in Iraq for 30 years.

From The Associated Press
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BY ESTHER SCHRADER

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Continued fighting in
Iraq is straining U.S. forces nearly to the
breaking point, even as the Pentagon
pumps more than $5.8 billion per month
into sustaining its forces there, the chiefs
of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines
told Congress on Wednesday.

In testimony to the House Armed Servic-
es Committee, the service chiefs said the
military would need considerably more
money for Iraq over the next year. The
chiefs of the Army and Marines in particu-
lar stressed the increasing difficulty of re-
cruiting and retaining soldiers, and then
equipping them for combat.

“Make no mistake, today we are at war,"
Gen. Michael W. Hagee, commandant of
the Marine Corps, told lawmakers. “And
we should not make the mistake of think-
ing this war will end in a year or two.”

The Marine Corps is spending about
$300 million per month on the missions in
Iraq or Afghanistan, Hagee said, and is de-
ploying its forces on a new “one to one”
ratio of seven months deployed, seven
months home, and then another
seven-month deployment.

In the past, Marines were accustomed to
a “one to three” tempo, being deployed for
six months, allowed to remain at their
home base for 18 months before they could
be expected to set said again, Hagee said.

In the last year, as the insurgency in Iraq
has grown, "the demand on the force has in-
creased exponentially," Hagee said. “This
demand is especially telling in the strain
on our Marines, their families, and on our
equipment and materiel stocks.”

The Corps has activated “approximately
99 percent of selective Marine Corps re-
serves” to meet deployment needs, Hagee
said.

As for equipment, approximately 13 per-
cent of the Marines’ ground equipment
and 25 percent of aviation equipment is de-
ployed to Iraq and Afghanistan, Hagee
said, adding $8 billion to $10 billion in

extra maintenance costs to the service’s
budget.

For the Army, which has 110,000 sol-
diers serving in Iraq — five times as many
troops as the Marine Corps — the strain is
particularly acute, Army Chief of Staff
Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker said.

Overall, with 145,000 reserve compo-
nent soldiers mobilized, the Army now has
640,000 to 650,000 soldiers on active duty,
which is 25,000 soldiers more than Con-
gress has authorized the active force,
Schoomaker said.

Moreover, the service is not only prose-
cuting its largest, most extended war since
Vietnam, it is also doing a 180-degree reor-
ganization into smaller, more independent
formations.

To do both Iraq and transform at the
same time is “like tuning a car while the en-
gine is running,” Schoomaker said.

A top priority for the Army is increasing
the number of armored Humvees in Iraq,
Schoomaker said, “but it’s been a moving
target,” because the requirements keep in-
creasing.

The service now has about 5,600 ar-
mored Humvees in Iraq, with a goal of hav-
ing 8,600 by next year, Schoomaker said.
The service has also made the decision to
armor all of its vehicles in that country, he
said, mostly with add-on kits that manufac-
turers are now racing to turn out by the
thousands.

The Army has also sent more than
400,000 sets of body armor to its forces in
Iraq but needs 373,000 more this year,
Schoomaker said.

The service needs so many sets of armor
because it is responsible for providing the
equipment to all U.S. military and civilian
government forces in both Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, as well as Iraqi security servic-
es and coalition partners.

The Army has also scrapped its former
practice of “swapping out” protective
equipment at staging areas in Kuwait from
departing units to those about to go into
Iraq, Schoomaker said.

Instead, the Army’s goal now is to pro-

vide advanced body armor to units before
they leave the United States, so troops can
train and become accustomed to the gear,
the four-star chief said.

The Army is also rushing to provide its
troops with 41,600 more radios, 33,500 M-4
carbines and 25,000 machine guns, and to
repair thousands of tactical wheeled vehi-
cles, Schoomaker said.

“I’m talking about quite a large-scale
deal,” he told the committee.

The Air Force also is feeling the strain,
Gen. John P. Jumper, Chief of Staff of the
Air Force, told lawmakers.

Right now, there are 30,000 airmen de-
ployed to 16 bases in Southwest and Cen-
tral Asia, Jumper said, and the high deploy-
ment tempo has forced service officials to
“reset deployment time from 90 days to
120 days.”

Meanwhile, about 20 percent of the Air
Force, airmen whose skills are in very high
demand, such as security forces, are often
deployed for 180 days and as long as one
year, Jumper said.

In order to assist the Army with its skills
shortages, about 2,000 airmen have been
trained by soldiers and are doing truck con-
voy duty over in Iraq as well, Jumper said.

Committee members expressed their
concerns regarding the strains on both
troops and equipment.

“It’s obvious our people are tired, and
we’re wearing out our equipment at a fast-
er rate,” Democrat Ike Skelton of Mississip-
pi, the ranking minority member of the
committee, said. “We’re at the breaking
point on equipment.”

Considering the tempo of operations in
Iraq, especially lately, such conditions are
understandable, Skelton said.

But “what’s not understandable is our in-
ability to address this issue before it be-
comes a real crisis,” he said. “We’ve got to
be honest. Our servicemembers and fami-
lies should be sure to have the necessary
forces” to complete their missions.

Stripes reporter Lisa Burgess contributed to this
report.

FALLUJAH, Iraq — U.S.
troops sweeping through Fallujah
on Thursday said they believe
they have found a “training cen-
ter” for the insurgent group head-
ed by Jordanian terrorist Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi.

In video footage shot by an em-
bedded CNN crew, soldiers
walked through one imposing
building with concrete columns
with a large sign in Arabic on the
wall reading “Al Qaida Organiza-
tion” and “There is no God but
Allah and Muhammad is his mes-
senger.”

Al-Zarqawi’s group, Al-Qaida
in Iraq, is considered the deadli-
est terrorist network in the coun-
try, held responsible for a string
of deadly car bombings and grue-
some kidnappings and behead-
ings of foreign hostages, includ-
ing American Nicholas Berg.

Inside the building, U.S. sol-
diers found documents, old com-

puters, notebooks, photographs
and copies of the Quran. The foot-
age also showed that flight pat-
terns were found for aircraft,
along with plans and instructions
for how to
shoot them
down.

There were
also two let-
ters inside the
house, one
from al-Zar-
qawi giving in-
structions to
two of his lieu-
tenants in the
region. Anoth-
er sought
money and
help from the terrorist leader.

In a separate raid Thursday,
the joint forces discovered a car
bomb-making workshop in Fallu-
jah’s industrial section where a
sport-utility vehicle with a Texas

registration sticker was being con-
verted into a car bomb.

The SUV was sitting in a ware-
house surrounded by several
bags of sodium nitrate, used in
making explosives. The vehicle
had no license plate, but some 15
license plates were inside.

Iraqi authorities have acknowl-
edged that al-Zarqawi, along with
other Fallujah insurgent leaders,
escaped from the rebel bastion
west of Baghdad where he was
based.

In neighboring Jordan, authori-
ties detained al-Zarqawi’s neph-
ew near the Jordanian-Iraqi bor-
der, a distant relative and a cler-
gyman close to the family said
Thursday.

The clergyman and the rela-
tive, both of whom spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said security of-
ficials had informed the family
that Mohammed al-Harahsheh
had been detained last month.

The relative said al-Harahsheh
was being questioned on suspi-
cion of attempting to infiltrate
into Iraq to join his militant uncle.

Calls to Al-Zarqawi’s family
home in Zarqa, an industrial city
17 miles northeast of the Jordani-
an capital Amman, went unan-
swered.

Jordan has been trying to pre-
vent Jordanians and other Arabs
from slipping across its desert
border to fight American troops
in Iraq. Measures adopted in the
wake of the U.S.-led war in
March last year included beefing
up security along the eastern
desert border, closely scrutiniz-
ing travelers’ records and ques-
tioning those considered suspi-
cious as they try to enter Iraq.

Officials have declined to pro-
vide an estimate on how many
would-be fighters had been
stopped or give an assessment of
the effectiveness of their

counter-infiltration measures.
Al-Zarqawi, whose real name is

Ahmad Fadhil Nazzal al-Khalay-
leh, is wanted by both Jordanian
and American authorities. The
United States has offered $25 mil-
lion for information leading to his
capture.

His group recently announced
its allegiance to al-Qaida.

A Jordanian military court has
sentenced al-Zarqawi to death in
absentia for taking part in a ter-
ror conspiracy targeting Ameri-
cans and Israelis in Jordan, in-
cluding U.S. aid official Laurence
Foley, who was assassinated in
Amman in 2002.

He is also sought in what Jorda-
nian officials allege was a foiled
plot to launch a chemical bomb at-
tack on the Amman headquarters
of the General Intelligence De-
partment. Suspects in that case
were to go on trial in Jordan’s mil-
itary court soon.

AP

From left, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker, Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John

Jumper, Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Michael Hagee and the ranking member of the

House Armed Services Committee Rep. Ike Skelton, D-Mo., talk before the start of

Wednesday’s House Armed Services Committee hearing in Washington.

Services tell Congress: Fight
in Iraq requires more funding

Al-Zarqawi ‘training center’ reportedly found
Iraqi authorities acknowledge terrorist leader has escaped capture

Al-Zarqawi
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BY DIEDTRA HENDERSON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Ameri-
can public is “virtually defense-
less” if another medication such
as Vioxx proves to be unsafe after
it is approved for sale, a U.S. gov-
ernment drug safety reviewer
told a congressional committee
Thursday.

“I would argue that the FDA as
currently configured is incapable
of protecting America against an-
other Vioxx,” said David Gra-
ham, who warned that the arthri-
tis drug had been linked to an in-
creased risk of heart attack and
stroke.

He told the Senate Finance
Committee that there were at

least five other drugs on the mar-
ket today that should be looked at
seriously to see whether they
should remain there. He cited the
acne drug Accutane, the weight
loss drug Meridia, the anti-choles-
terol drug Crestor, the pain reliev-
er Bextra, and the asthma drug
Serevent.

Vioxx’s maker, Merck and Co.
pulled the drug from the market
on Sept. 30 after a study indicated
the popular painkiller doubled
the risk of heart attacks and
stroke when taken for longer than
18 months.

Raymond V. Gilmartin, the
company president, said in pre-
pared testimony that Merck
acted within four days of learning
about the risk.

“Given the availability of alter-
native therapies and the ques-
tions raised by the data withdraw-
ing Vioxx was consistent with an
ethic that has driven Merck ac-
tions and decisions for more than
100 years,” he said.

Gilmartin also said the compa-
ny was surprised by the cardio-
vascular risk because it differed
from past clinical trials.

Graham said his research
helped to coax the FDA to with-
draw a number of drugs includ-
ing Fen-phen, a weight loss drug,
Lotronex, Baycol and Rezulin.

“During my career I have rec-
ommended the market withdraw-
al of 12 drugs,” he said. “Only two
of these remain on the market
today.”

The Associated Press

PONTIAC, Mich. — Cheering
and hugging, victims’ relatives
celebrated after a jury convict-
ed a confessed serial killer of
stabbing a 36-year-old woman
to death in a Detroit suburb.

The case was brought by pros-
ecutors in a desperate bid to
keep Coral Eugene Watts from
getting out of prison in less than
two years.

Watts had received immunity
for 12 killings — 11 in Texas and
one in Michigan — as part of a
1982 deal with Texas prosecu-
tors that led to a 60-year sen-
tence for burglary with intent to
murder.

But mandatory release laws
and an appeals court ruling
lopped more than 35 years off
his sentence.

He was due to be released
from a Texas prison in April
2006, but Watts now faces a man-
datory sentence of life in prison
without parole for the death of
Helen Dutcher in 1979.

Victims and family members
flashed smiles in the courtroom
Wednesday after Watts, 51, was
led away in shackles.

Defense attorney Ronald Ka-
plovitz said it would be up to
Watts whether to appeal. He de-
scribed his client’s reaction to
the verdict as “quiet resigna-
tion.”

BY DAVID HAMMER

The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Top Clinton ad-
ministration officials, both Presidents
Bush, rock stars and ordinary admirers of
Bill Clinton turned out Thursday to pay
homage to the former president at the
opening of the Clinton Presidential Center.

An estimated 30,000 guests were on
hand for the dedication of the $165 million
glass-and-steel home of artifacts and docu-
ments gathered during Clinton’s eight
years in the White House.

Clinton, President Bush, and former
presidents George H.W. Bush and Jimmy
Carter took the stage together while the
U.S. Air Force Concert Band played “Hail
to the Chief.” Their wives took the stage
moments earlier.

“Welcome to Little Rock, Arkansas, the
first capital that President Clinton called
home. Thank you for being a part of this
special celebration,” said Skip Rutherford,
president of the foundation that built the
riverfront library, as he opened a ceremo-
ny that also was to feature remarks by Sen.
Hillary Rodham Clinton and music by U2’s
Bono and The Edge.

But the true star was Clinton, whose li-
brary collection consists of more than 80
million presidential items. Clinton has
promised to give scholars early access to
previously private policy advice and other
documents he isn’t required to release
until 2006.

Wet bleachers and lengthy security lines
Thursday morning did little to squelch the
enthusiasm of thousands waiting to attend.

Sister Judith Dalesandro was among
four nuns who came to the event from a
Roman Catholic convent in Jonesboro.

“Bill Clinton is the best president we’ve
ever had in the United States,” said Sister
Dalesandro, who taught school in Little
Rock when Clinton was Arkansas gover-
nor. “He was wonderful.”

Before the official dedication ceremony,
trumpeter Phil Driscoll played “America,”
several Arkansas musicians performed
and Rita Dove, who Clinton appointed as
the first black U.S. poet laureate in 1993,
read her poem “This Life.”

When the building opens to the public
Friday, visitors can peruse the library’s 14
alcoves detailing aspects of Clinton’s Oval
Office years — one of which is dedicated to
scandal.

The Associated Press

Visitors to the Clinton presidential li-
brary in Little Rock, Ark., should allow at
least two hours for a visit, according to li-
brary director David Alsobrook. For their
$7 admission fee, they’ll see:

� A presidential timeline that highlights
Clinton’s eight years in office. The first
panel features a quote from Clinton’s first
inaugural address: “There is nothing
wrong with America that cannot be cured
by what is right with America.”

� Fourteen alcoves that highlight signifi-
cant themes from Clinton’s presidency.
One discusses “The Fight For Power,” and
places Whitewater and Monica Lewinsky
with the president’s policy battles with the
GOP.

� Extended treatment of Clinton’s peace
efforts in Northern Ireland, the Balkans
and the Middle East, and his efforts to
mend race relations in America.

� Scores of gifts Clinton received in his
world travels. The cultural significance of
many artifacts, many with unique crafts-
manship, would make them suitable for
any museum, not necessarily one dedicat-
ed to Clinton’s presidency.

� A replica of the Oval Office, down to
the collection of military medallions Clin-
ton gathered during visits to bases and
forts worldwide.

BY JOHN HEILPRIN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A second
case of mad cow disease may
have turned up in the United
States but the suspect meat has
not entered the food chain, Agri-
culture Department officials said
Thursday.

The officials released few de-
tails and refused to say where the
possibly diseased animal was
found. They said it would be four
to seven days before more could
be confirmed, a delay that live-
stock industry representatives

said would cause turmoil in the
beef market.

Mad cow disease, or bovine
spongiform encephalopathy, at-
tacks an animal’s nervous sys-
tem. People who eat food contami-
nated with BSE can contract a
rare disease that is nearly always
fatal, variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease.

The possible case comes 11
months after the United States
had its first case of mad cow dis-
ease. Japan and other countries
are still maintaining bans against
U.S. beef as the result of the earli-
er case.

Suspicions about another case
of the disease came because of an
inconclusive test result, officials
said.

“The inconclusive result does
not mean we have found another
case of BSE in this country,” said
Andrea Morgan, associate deputy
administrator of the USDA’s Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

She said the inconclusive re-
sults “are a normal component of
screening tests, which are de-
signed to be extremely sensitive
so they will detect any sample
that could possibly be positive.”

Officials: Possible new mad cow case found

Killer set for release sent
back to prison for murder

AP

Convicted serial killer Coral Eugene Watts is escorted out of court

by Oakland County deputies after a guilty verdict in his murder trial

on Wednesday in Pontiac, Mich.

Celebration marks opening of Clinton library

AP

From left, former first lady Rosalynn Carter, former President Jimmy Carter, former first

lady Barbara Bush, former President George H. W. Bush, first lady Laura Bush, President

George W. Bush, Chelsea Clinton, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton and former President Bill

Clinton watch from under umbrellas at the William J. Clinton Presidential Center during

opening ceremonies in Little Rock, Ark., on Thursday.

What to see there...

Reviewer: Public ‘defenseless’
against FDA-approved drugs

IN THE STATES
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BY CHRISTOPHER LEE

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The federal
compensation for victims of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
could have been distributed more
fairly and efficiently if equal pay-
outs had been given to all families
instead of basing awards on fac-
tors such as the victim’s age and
potential lost income, according
to the fund’s administrator.

Kenneth Feinberg, special mas-
ter of the September 11th Victim
Compensation Fund of 2001, said
that the varying sizes of individu-
al awards, required by Congress,
led to “finger-pointing” among
victims and a sense that officials
were placing a higher value on
some lives than on others. It also
greatly complicated the task of
calculating compensation for
those who suffered losses after

terrorists slammed airplanes into
the World Trade Center, the Pen-
tagon and a field in rural Pennsyl-
vania, he said.

“I had the firefighter’s widow
saying to me, ‘Mr. Feinberg, why
am I getting a million dollars less
than the stockbroker’s husband,
who was pushing a pencil on the
103rd floor and my husband died
a hero? I must be missing some-
thing,’ ” Feinberg said in an inter-
view Tuesday.

“And it fueled the divisiveness
which was inevitable when the
statute required different
amounts for everybody.”

Feinberg, who released his
final report Wednesday, stressed
that he believes the overall pro-
gram was a great success. His
sentiments about uniform, or

“flat,” awards are personal obser-
vations, he said, not official con-
clusions. He also noted that the
fairness and feasibility of any
flat-award system would depend
on the size of the awards and the
extent to which accepting the
compensation restricts the recipi-
ent’s right to sue in court.

“I think a flat system is better,
but you cannot, I think, create a
fair and equitable flat-payment sys-
tem unless you address somehow
the questions of how much [the
payment is] and are you curtailing
the right to litigate?” Feinberg said
in an interview. “If the flat pay-
ment is too small, you’ll litigate.”

Congress established the fund
shortly after the attacks as part of
legislation that provided billions
of dollars to struggling airlines
and protected the industry from

potentially crippling lawsuits.
People who sought compensation
from the fund were required to
waive their right to sue but in re-
turn received money sooner and
with greater certainty than they
would have through legal action.

Congress required that the
awards be based on individual cir-
cumstances, a design that mir-
rored the civil justice system and,
lawmakers believed, made the
fund a more attractive option to
victims who would otherwise
choose to sue.

John Coffee, a professor at Co-
lumbia Law School, said a
flat-award system would have
prompted more victims to sue, cre-
ating more delays, and, ultimate-
ly, leaving some deserving people
with nothing. Tailored awards
have more appeal, he said.

“I don’t know why someone who
has got six children and would
have had 40 more years in which
to earn money to support them,
why that person should get the
same award as someone who is 72
and was already retired,” Coffee
said. “I do see why some individu-
alization of the award to each vic-
tim’s circumstances is necessary
if the system is going to be per-
ceived as equitable and just.”

The fund paid out its first claim
on Aug. 22, 2002, and its final pay-
ment is expected in the next few
weeks. In all, more than $7 billion
went to the survivors of 2,880 peo-
ple who were killed and to 2,680
people who were injured in the at-
tacks or the rescue efforts that fol-
lowed, according to the report.

Families of the people killed col-
lected awards averaging more
than $2 million, and the injured
drew payouts averaging almost
$400,000.

Payment method criticized for placing unfair value on lives

Magazine ‘has-beens’

NEW PALTZ, N.Y. — Mad
magazine is declaring that
Jason West’s 15 minutes of
fame are over.

The New Paltz mayor who’s
been in the headlines repeated-
ly since marrying more than
two dozen gay couples in Feb-
ruary is included in Mad’s De-
cember issue, featuring the
“latest batch of has-beens.”

West joins the likes of Scott
Peterson’s former mistress
Amber Frey and Kentucky
Derby and Preakness winner
Smarty Jones.

Math test questioned

WASHINGTON — The na-
tional test of student math
skills is filled with easy ques-
tions, raising doubts about re-
cent gains in achievement
tests, a study contends.

On the eighth-grade version
of the test, almost 40 percent
of the questions address skills
taught in first or second grade,
according to the report by
Tom Loveless, director of the
Brown Center on Education
Policy at The Brookings Insti-
tution, a Washington think
tank.

The central fault, Loveless
contends, is that too many
problem-solving questions
rely on whole numbers, with
too few challenges involving
fractions, decimals and per-
centages.

Calif. housing costs

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A
fourth of all Californians are
thinking about moving — either
out of state or just to another
town — to bring down their
housing costs, a new survey
shows.

High rents and rising home
prices have residents, particu-
larly younger ones, rethinking
the value of the mountain views
and ocean shores they say they
treasure. Of the respondents
under 35, for example, nearly
half say they might relocate to
somewhere cheaper.

Sixty percent of the respon-
dents worry their children
won’t be able to buy homes in
their part of the state.

From The Associated Press

BY AMY GEIER EDGAR

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, South Carolina —
A leading archaeologist says he
has discovered what could be
sooty evidence that humans lived
in North America tens of thou-
sands of years earlier than is com-
monly believed.

University of South Carolina ar-
chaeologist Al Goodyear said
Wednesday he has uncovered a
layer of charcoal from a possible
hearth or fire pit at a site near the
Savannah River.

Samples from the layer have
been laboratory-dated to more
than 50,000 years old. Yet Good-
year stopped short of declaring it
proof of the continent’s earliest
human occupation.

Since the 1960s, anthropolo-
gists have generally accepted
that hunters migrated to North
America about 13,000 years ago
over a land bridge into Alaska fol-

lowing the retreat of Ice Age gla-
ciers.

But other sites, including the
Topper dig in South Carolina,
have yielded rough stone tools
and other artifacts suggesting that
humans lived in North America
thousands of years earlier when
the climate was much colder.

But a 50,000-year-old fire pit
would scorch the prevailing occu-
pation theory.

Goodyear’s evidence was exam-
ined by other scientists, who per-
formed radiocarbon tests on sam-
ples to determine their age.

However, he made his initial
case for the fire pit Wednesday in
a news conference, rather than
publishing the data in a scientific
journal edited by other research-
ers.

Thomas Stafford, director of
Stafford Laboratories in Boulder,
Colorado, then took samples of
the substance for tests at the Uni-
versity of California at Irvine.

The results showed that wood
varieties — oak, pine, red cherry
and buckeye — had been burned
in a low-temperature fire at least
50,300 years ago, he said.

“We still need to be cautious,”
said Vanderbilt University anthro-
pologist Tom Dillehay. “I would
not yet rewrite the books. The
find is very significant and shows
that there is much we don’t under-
stand and can’t easily reject or ac-
cept.”

Other scientists were blunter.
“I think it’s a 50,000-year-old

geologic deposit,” said University
of Texas archaeologist Mike Col-
lins. “It has almost nothing to do
with the story of the peopling of
North America.”

Modern humans are believed
to have emerged from Africa
100,000 years ago and spread
around the world, elbowing out
less capable human cousins like
Homo erectus and Neanderthals.

AP

University of South Carolina archeologist Albert Goodyear holds a

“chisel-like” tool that was found at the Topper dig site in Allendale

County, S.C., on Wednesday.

Report on 9/11 compensation released

S.C. find could place
humans in N. America
earlier than believed

BY BRYN NELSON

Newsday

As sprinters, even elite human athletes
would be left in the dust by galloping horses,
greyhounds and pronghorn antelopes. Our
largely overlooked success as endurance run-
ners, however, may be key to our early ana-
tomical evolution, according to a new review
of past research.

“We’re very odd runners,” said Daniel Lie-
berman, one of the study’s co-authors and a bi-
ological anthropologist at Harvard Universi-
ty. “But we do it really well. We’re actually de-
signed to do it.”

The ability to run marathons makes us
unique among primates and can render other
animals mere also-rans, according to evi-
dence gathered by Lieberman and University
of Utah biologist Dennis Bramble that will be

published Thursday in the journal Nature.
Some studies have suggested well-condi-
tioned humans can outrun even horses over
extremely long distances.

A wide range of features in the human
body, including our long Achilles tendons,
large joints, long legs, narrow waist, balanced
head and ample buttocks all have given us a
leg up on the competition.

Fossil evidence suggests these assets may
have arisen as early as 2 million years ago,
perhaps allowing our early Homo habilis or
Homo erectus ancestors to reach food before
competitors such as hyenas, or to chase down
prey until it dropped from exhaustion.

This added source of protein and fat, Lieber-
man and others speculate, might have provid-
ed the energy for yet more anatomical chang-
es: larger bodies, smaller guts and bigger
brains.

The mechanics of running are akin to the
flexing and rebounding of springs, a motion
dependent on tendons in our legs and feet.
Chief among these spring-like tendons is the
Achilles, more developed in humans than in
any other primate.

“There’s no reason to have those springs if
you’re not a runner,” he said. “Just the Achil-
les tendon alone is unquestionable evidence
for running.”

In the body’s lower half, large joints act as
shock absorbers to cushion impact when a
runner’s heel hits ground. And our, um, rath-
er large rear ends? “It’s one of our most dis-
tinctive characteristics,” Lieberman said. “If
you look at a chimp, it’s got a tiny rear end.”

As Stony Brook University anatomical spe-
cialist William Jungers put it, “It’s no coinci-
dence that in chimpanzees, the same muscle
is called gluteus superficialis, and in humans,
it’s called gluteus maximus.”

Study: Running key to human evolution
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Demo-
crats and Republicans clashed
over deficits and tax cuts Thurs-
day as Congress moved toward
sending President Bush an $800
billion boost in the govern-
ment’s debt limit.

The bill would increase the
debt ceiling from its current
$7.38 trillion, marking the third
massive increase since Bush
took office in 2001. The govern-
ment reached the cap last
month, paying its bills since
with investments from a civil
service retirement account,
which it plans to repay.

The Senate approved the legis-
lation Wednesday by a near
party-line 52-44 vote. With no al-
ternative but an unprecedented
federal default, the House debat-
ed the bill Thursday and
planned an evening vote.

Democrats were ready to op-
pose the measure en masse, say-
ing it should have been accom-

panied by a requirement that
tax cuts or new spending be
paid for with budget savings.
They blamed Bush’s tax cuts for
the relentless increase in gov-
ernment debt, a trend analysts
expect to continue indefinitely,
and noted that Republicans de-
layed the vote until after the
Nov. 2 elections.

Republicans accused Demo-
crats of playing politics with the
issue. They blamed the recession
for the red ink and said failure to
increase the debt limit would
cause default, higher interest
rates and an inability of the gov-
ernment to pay its liabilities.

The debate came as lawmak-
ers moved toward finishing
their work for the year and end-
ing what they hope will be an ab-
breviated lame-duck session.

Completion of the debt limit
measure would raise the govern-
ment’s borrowing limit to $8.18
trillion. That is $2.23 trillion
higher than when Bush became
president.

BY JENNIFER PETER

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Since the highest
court in Massachusetts declared
that the state constitution guaran-
tees gays the right to marry, it’s
the intangible joys — not the mate-
rial benefits — that newlyweds
say they savor.

While marriage entitles gay
couples to state financial protec-
tions and familial rights, many in-
stead talk about a feeling of accep-
tance.

“I’ve been called ‘Mrs.,’ ” said
Gail Leondar-Wright, who mar-
ried Betsy, her partner of 13
years, on May 23. “None of us
ever thought we would be called a
‘Mrs.’ ”

Rod and Lindel Hart revel in
the simple act of checking off the
“married” box on applications,
even on federal forms that do not
recognize their union.

“I will never, ever check the ‘sin-
gle’ box again,” said Rod, 31, of
Greenfield.

The Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court made the state the
first to sanction same-sex mar-
riages a year ago Thursday, and
the aftershocks are evident in the
daily lives of the thousands of cou-
ples who took vows they once
didn’t believe possible.

The effects also were evident
after this year’s elections, when 11
states pushed through constitution-
al amendments banning gay mar-
riage, joining six others that had
done so earlier. President Bush
has promised to make a federal
anti-gay marriage amendment a
priority of his second term.

Massachusetts is also working
on a new ban that would conform
with the court’s ruling by allow-
ing civil unions.

According to an Associated
Press review of wedding certifi-
cates publicly recorded with the
state since May 17, when the
court decision took effect, at least
2,980 certificates have been filed
by same-sex couples.

In April 2001, seven gay and les-

bian couples who were denied
marriage licenses in Massachu-
setts filed suit challenging the
state’s gay marriage ban. Two
and a half years later, a deeply di-
vided Massachusetts Supreme Ju-
dicial Court found there was “no
rational reason” for such a ban
under the state’s constitution and
ordered the state to start allowing

gays to marry six months later.
“It feels good that there’s some-

where in the United States where
it’s not a big deal,” said Brenda
Henson, 59, of Centreville, Miss.,
who married Wanda, her partner
of 20 years, earlier this year in
Massachusetts.

“They welcomed us with open
arms.”

BY REBECCA COOK

The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Never in Washing-
ton state has a governor’s race been so
close.

Only 261 votes separated the two candi-
dates after a painstaking tally that trig-
gered an automatic recount, required
whenever the margin of victory is fewer
than 2,000 ballots.

For the time being, Republican Dino
Rossi is out in front of Democrat Christine
Gregoire. They should know by next
Wednesday — so says Secretary of State
Sam Reed — who will replace outgoing
Democratic Gov. Gary Locke.

A statewide recount has never reversed
the outcome of an election, but Reed isn’t
saying that won’t happen after the 2.8 mil-
lion ballots are tallied — again.

“We really aren’t going to know before
we do this recount who the governor is
going to be,” Reed, a Republican who will
oversee the recount,
said Wednesday.

At his Bellevue cam-
paign headquarters,
Rossi told supporters
he hopes to take his
family on vacation
during the recount,
“somewhere quieter
than here.” He went
on to thank his wife,
four children, broth-
ers, sisters and cous-
ins. “I’ve got a lot of
relatives,” the state
senator joked, “probably about 261.”

Gregoire, the state attorney general, re-

assured cheering
backers in Seattle that
the election isn’t over.

“We’re going to
make sure, in this re-
count, every single
vote counts,” Gre-
goire vowed. “This is
not about Republican
or Democrat, Libertar-
ian or Independent,
this is about all of us
as Washingtonians,
standing up, casting
our ballots.”

The breathtaking closeness was reflect-
ed in Wednesday’s horse race. Rossi began
the day 19 votes ahead, but King County’s
4 p.m. report gave Gregoire a 39-vote lead.
Gregoire’s lead thinned as the sun set. At
5:14 p.m., Rossi went ahead by four votes.

At 5:59, Gregoire took the lead by 13 votes.
Finally, at 6:33 p.m., Benton County put
Rossi ahead by 261 votes.

Washington leans Democrat and has not
elected a Republican governor since 1980.
Presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry won
the state with 53 percent of the vote; the cur-
rent governor, Locke, easily defeated Re-
publican opponents to serve two terms; and
Democrats control the Legislature.

As political junkies across the country re-
covered from their presidential election
withdrawal, they turned to the Washington
governor’s race for entertainment.

“It’s fun, it’s exciting,” said Joe Arko, a
retired doctor in Plano, Texas, who has fol-
lowed the Washington election religiously
on the Internet. “It’s like a two-week play-
off series. But it’s a lot more important
than a ball game.”

House debates $800B
debt-limit increase

Recount ordered in record-tight Washington governor’s race

Rossi

Gregoire

BY CECI CONNOLLY

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Americans
are increasingly worried about
dangerous — even deadly — mis-
takes in hospitals, but an over-
whelming majority say the solu-
tion lies in easy-to-read, pub-
lished safety report cards, not
more medical lawsuits, a national
survey released Wednesday
found.

Five years after the Institute of
Medicine issued a landmark re-
port on widespread, preventable
deaths in U.S. hospitals, the new
poll shows confidence in the
healthcare system has declined
and pressure to reform it has
grown.

More than half of 2,000 adults
surveyed say they are dissatisfied
with the quality of health care, up
from 44 percent in 2000. At the
same time, 92 percent said report-
ing of medical errors should be
mandatory, according to the poll
by the Kaiser Family Foundation,

the Harvard School of Public
Health and the federal Agency
for Healthcare Research and
Quality.

Despite enormous frustration,
few people indicated a desire to
use the courts as recourse, calling
into question policymakers’ re-
newed interest in malpractice leg-
islation, said Harvard pollster
Robert Blendon.

“They do not view the malprac-
tice system as the way to resolve
these problems,” he said. “They
would like the medical errors re-
ported by a public agency, have
the agency release it and then
have it printed in some kind of
Consumer Reports, and then they
can go somewhere else” for care.

About one-third of those sur-
veyed said either they or a family
member had experienced a medi-
cal error, yet only 11 percent of
them said they had sued for mal-
practice. By much larger mar-
gins, respondents favored reme-
dies such as suspending the li-
cense of a doctor or nurse who
makes medical errors.

Hospital mistakes
a growing concern

Massachusetts wedded bliss
Gay couples enjoy
joys of married life
year after ruling

AP

Tanya McCloskey, left, and Marsha Kadish of Malden, Mass., were one
of the first gay couples to legally wed in the United States. It was a year

ago Thursday that the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruled that
the state constitution guaranteed same-sex couples the right to marry.

Paper anniversary

It’s been one year since the Massachusetts high court ruled that
gays have the right to marry in the state.

Since the decision took effect, nearly 3,000 certificates have been
filed by same-sex couples.

Here comes the pride: While it entitles them to rights and protec-
tions, many gay married couples emphasize a feeling of acceptance.

Can it last?: Massachusetts lawmakers have a new gay-marriage
ban in the works that would conform with the court’s ruling by al-
lowing civil unions. It won lawmakers’ approval this year, but must
be approved in a consecutive session before it’s submitted to voters
in 2006.

— The Associated Press
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BY ALAN CLENDENNING

The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile — The Unit-
ed States has intelligence indicat-
ing Iran is trying to fit missiles to
carry nuclear weapons, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell said.

Powell partially confirmed
claims by an Iranian opposition
group that Tehran is deceiving the
United Nations and is attempting
to secretly continue activities
meant to give it atomic arms by
next year.

“I have seen intelligence which
would corroborate what this dissi-
dent group is saying,” Powell told
reporters Wednesday as he trav-
eled to the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in Santiago.
“And it should be of concern to all
parties.”

Pressed by reporters on the in-
telligence reports, Powell said the
intelligence indicates that Iran

“had been actively working on de-
livery systems” capable of carry-
ing a nuclear weapon.

Traveling with U.S. President
George W. Bush to Arkansas on
Thursday, press secretary Scott

McClellan said Iran has “spent
quite a bit of time over the years
hiding their program and their in-
tentions.”

Powell said there is no evidence
to suggest that Iran has developed
the technology to make a nuclear
weapon, but suggested that the re-
gime is working to adapt missiles
for nuclear warheads.

“I’m talking about information
that says that they not only had
these missiles, but I’m aware of in-
formation that suggests they were
working hard as to how to put the
two together,” Powell said.

A senior official for the National
Council for Resistance in Iran said
Tuesday that a bomb diagram —
along with an unspecified amount
of weapons-grade uranium — was
provided to Iran by Abdul Qadeer
Khan, the disgraced former head
of Pakistani’s nuclear develop-
ment which was tied to both Iran
and Libya.

He said the designs were hand-
ed to the Iranians between 1994
and 1996, while Khan delivered
HEU — highly enriched uranium
— in 2001.

Banned in the United States as a
terrorist organization, the group
was instrumental in 2002 in reveal-
ing Iran’s enrichment program in
the central city of Natanz, based
on what it said was information
provided by sources in Iran.

The opposition group says a fa-
cility at Lavizan-Shian northeast
of Tehran was part of a secret nu-
clear weapons program.

Powell declined comment on
Khan, but said, “For 20 years, the
Iranians have been trying to hide
things from the international com-
munity.”

Iran says its sole interest is to
generate nuclear fuel through
low-level uranium enrichment,
but the United States suspects
Iran wants to produce weap-
ons-grade enriched uranium.

Enrichment does not violate the
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty,
but the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency wants Iran to scrap en-
richment plans as a confidence
building measure.

Iran announced suspension of
enrichment last week, and the
agency said it would police that
commitment starting next week,
in advance of a Nov. 25 IAEA
board meeting.

The pledge reduced Washing-
ton’s hopes of having the board
refer Iran to the U.N. Security
Council for alleged violations of
the Nonproliferation Treaty.

Tehran has not dropped plans to
run 50,000 centrifuges to enrich
uranium for what it says will be a
nuclear reactor to be finished next
year. It currently possesses less
than 1,000 centrifuges. But if it
added 500 centrifuges, experts say
Iran would be able to make
enough weapons-grade uranium
to make a bomb annually.

The Associated Press

LONDON — French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
sought to downplay strains in
their relationship over the war
in Iraq and pledged Thursday to
make every effort to revitalize
the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process.

At a joint news conference
after the leaders met in London,
Blair and Chirac said their deep
differences over the U.S.-led in-
vasion of Iraq would not stop
them from working closely to-
gether on alleviating poverty in
Africa, global warming and a
host of other issues.

Chirac, an arch critic of the
war, called it the “one and only”
issue of sharp disagreement be-
tween the two countries, add-
ing: “Who is right or wrong, his-
tory will tell.”

The French leader also said
he was “taken aback” by some
comments in the French press
suggesting strains between the
two countries.

He said the two leaders were

on the same track when it came
to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict.

“We share the same analysis
and the same goals,” Chirac
said, adding there was a “win-
dow of opportunity” that could
lead to “more stability, political
order and we should do every-
thing we can to achieve that.”

Blair, Washington’s most im-
portant ally in the invasion that
ousted Saddam Hussein,
pressed President Bush in a
meeting last week for a Middle
East conference early next year
and the appointment of a special
envoy for the region to
jump-start the peace process
after Yasser Arafat’s death.

A more testing subject for the
two leaders has been Europe’s
relationship with the United
States and Bush.

Blair views Britain as a diplo-
matic bridge between the two
continents. Chirac, however,
foresees the development of a
multipolar world where a stron-
ger European Union could act
as a counterbalance to the Unit-
ed States.

Chirac, Blair downplay
their strains over Iraq

Sec. of State Colin Powell

IN THE WORLD

Fini Italy’s new foreign minister

ROME — Gianfranco Fini, a right-wing leader who has
turned his party from Neo-Fascist to mainstream conserva-
tive, was appointed Thursday as Italy’s new foreign minis-
ter, a Cabinet minister said.

Fini was Italy’s fourth foreign minister since Premier Sil-
vio Berlusconi took office in 2001. He replaces Franco Frat-
tini, who has become Italy’s new European commissioner.

Fini’s appointment, which had been expected, was con-
firmed by government minister Giovanni Alemanno after a
Cabinet meeting in Rome. Fini and Berlusconi then went to
the Quirinale presidential palace to get the approval of Pres-
ident Carlo Azeglio Ciampi.

The 52-year-old Fini, himself a former Neo-Fascist, has
steadily remodeled his image into that of a moderate conser-
vative.

Alitalia flights canceled due to strike

ROME — More than 170 Alitalia flights will be canceled

Friday when air traffic controllers walk off their jobs for
four hours, the Italian airline said.

The nation-wide strike was scheduled to start at noon.
Alitalia said Thursday that 78 domestic flights and 94 in-

ternational flights would be canceled, while several flights
would be rescheduled.

Russia accedes to Kyoto Protocol

NAIROBI, Kenya — Russia formally notified the United
Nations on Thursday of its acceptance of the Kyoto Proto-
col on global warming, starting a three-month countdown
for the long-debated 1997 pact on cutting greenhouse gas
emissions to come into force.

President Vladimir Putin signed the protocol into law
earlier this month, allowing it to take effect in 128 nations
that ratified it, said U.N. environmental agency spokes-
man Eric Falt. The United States has refused to join.

On Thursday, Russia’s permanent representative to the
United Nations, Andrei Denisov, turned over the acces-
sion documents to U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan in
Nairobi, where the U.N. Security Council is holding a rare
meeting outside its New York headquarters.

Russia developing new nuclear missiles

MOSCOW — Russia is developing a new nuclear mis-
sile system unlike any weapon held by other nuclear pow-
ers, President Vladimir Putin said, in a move that could
serve as a signal to the United States as Washington push-
es forward with a missile defense system.

Putin gave no details about the new system and it was
unclear whether Russia’s cash-strapped armed forces
could even afford an expensive new weapon. But he told
the top leadership of Russia’s armed forces that the sys-
tem could be deployed soon.

ITAR-Tass indicated the new system could be a mobile
version of the Topol-M ballistic missiles, which have been
deployed in silos since 1998. But Alexander Pikayev, a se-
nior analyst with Moscow’s Institute for Global Economy
and International Relations, said Putin seemed to be refer-
ring to the new Bulava intercontinental ballistic missile
that underwent its first test in September.

From The Associated Press

Italy offers way out of cloning dispute
BY NICK WADHAMS

The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — Italy
has offered a compromise on
human cloning that seeks com-
mon ground among U.N. member
states who are sharply divided
over competing treaties to ban
the practice, diplomats said.

It was too early to say whether
the compromise will help settle
the dispute before Friday, when
the U.N. General Assembly’s
legal committee had planned to
vote on the two offers if the sides
couldn’t agree on one text, Bel-
gian diplomat Marc Pecsteen
said.

“We’re making progress,” Pecs-
teen told The Associated Press on
Wednesday. “We need some
more playing with words to find
the compromise we need, and I
don’t know if we’ll have the time
to get to that.”

The issue of a global treaty on
human cloning has exposed a
stark rift in member states’ atti-
tudes. A proposal from Costa
Rica would ban all human clon-
ing, while the other, from Bel-

gium, would ban reproductive
cloning but allow countries to use
embryos for stem cell and other
research.

The Costa Rican document has
62 co-sponsors including the Unit-
ed States and Italy, while the Bel-
gian offer is supported by 22 most-
ly European countries. Many
Muslim countries are undecided
and were courted by both sides
Wednesday.

The Italian offer is a modified
version of an old Belgian text, Pec-
steen said. He said the Italian
changes were not acceptable to
the Belgians, but talks were con-
tinuing.

The document, obtained by
The Associated Press, calls on na-
tions to ban attempts to create
“human life” through cloning.
That’s a revision of the old text,
which called on nations to prohib-
it creating “human beings”
through cloning.

That change is key because it
gets to the heart of the dispute
over cloning: Many opponents
argue that an embryo is human
life, while fewer see it as a human
being. This sleight of hand on the

wording could help everyone to
agree on a treaty.

Pecsteen acknowledged that at
this point, the sides appeared to
be seeking something they could
interpret how they want to.

“That’s what were trying to
find, a constrictive ambiguity that
could allow both sides to live with
one text,” Pecsteen said.

“Unfortunately, ‘human life’ is
not ambiguous enough in a way
and that’s why we have a problem
with it.”

A U.S. official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, viewed the
Italian offer favorably but said a
vote on the two treaty proposals
was still possible.

Either way, observers said the
Italian offer may be a sign that
the two sides have all but given
up trying to agree and are seek-
ing a way to save face and drop
the issue.

That’s because the Costa Rican
and Belgian documents, if
passed, would seek a world treaty
on cloning. The Italian offer, on
the other hand, is only a declara-
tion outlining U.N. member
states’ stance and would not call
for a treaty.

Intel: Iran trying to fit missiles for nukes
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Locusts swarm into Egypt, causing havoc

Chileans quickly take advantage of 1st divorce law
BY EDUARDO GALLARDO

The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile — Chile’s first divorce
law took effect Thursday, prompting a num-
ber of Chileans to trek to the courts to legally
dissolve marriages that had long ago failed.

The country’s justice minister heralds the
law as a historic step while ordinary Chileans
like Maria Victoria Torres see it as something
more personal — “a window that opens to look
at a new life with dignity, without fear.”

As the Santiago Court of Appeals opened its
doors Thursday, Torres was there with minis-
ter for Women’s Affairs Cecilia Perez and her
lawyer, Julia Acevedo, to file the first divorce
case based on the new law.

They were not alone: engineer Julio Jaramil-
lio, constructor Boris Naranjo and housewife
Guillermina Gonzalez also filed for divorce.

Two hours after the courts opened for busi-
ness, 32 people filed in court in the capital, San-
tiago — less than expected. No figures were
available for other areas.

The law was passed by congress six months
ago, amid strong opposition by the Catholic
Church and conservative groups, but legisla-
tors gave time to judges to study it and the
courts to implement the necessary administra-
tive changes to face the new situation.

“This is a historic day for our nation,” said
Justice Minister Luis Bates. But he also urged
Chileans to be cautious before resorting to the
new law.

Chile was one of the last countries in the
Western Hemisphere without a divorce law.

Until now, couples with failing marriages
were forced to resort to subterfuges to obtain
annulments, with about 6,000 annulments ap-
proved every year in the country of 15.5 million
people.

One common ploy was for one of the partners
to declare before a court that their marriage
was illegal because one spouse reported a false
address at the time of the marriage.

Maria Victoria Torrres, tears in her eyes
after filing for divorce, said she sees the law “as
a new window that opens to look at a new life
with dignity, without fear.”

She based her request on what she called “25
years of continued violence” from her husband,
from whom she has in fact been separated for
several months.

“This law will allow me to recover my dignity
and my freedom in a legitimate manner,”
Torres told The Associated Press.

An annulment under the old system cost
legal fees that often reached about $670 or coun-
try where the minimum wage is about $190 or
half of the cost for annulments because less
legal maneuvering is required.

The new law allows couples to get a divorce
only after having been separated for at least
one year, if both spouses agree, and three years
if only one party agrees.

The waiting period can be avoided if one
member of the couple proves there have been
violations of marital duties by a partner, such
as violence, homosexuality, prostitution, drug
addiction or a criminal conviction.

The new law, replacing century-old legisla-
tion, also requires couples seeking a divorce to
undergo counseling for at least 60 days.

Dollar reaches new low against euro

BY PAUL GARWOOD

The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — In an echo of
the biblical plagues, millions of
locusts swarmed into northern
Egypt on Wednesday for the first
time in 50 years, prompting au-
thorities to order emergency pes-
ticide spraying to protect the re-
gion’s important agriculture in-
dustry.

Clouds of the red insects, up to
2¾ inches long, flitted about over
Cairo, while others hopped
around on rooftops. By evening,

the skies were clear.

Christian Pantenius, program
coordinator of the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization office
in Egypt, said the swarm was an
offshoot of a serious locust infes-
tation in West Africa that was
blown by strong winds across the
Sahara. He said locusts also
were spotted in Crete and Leba-
non.

Pantenius said the locusts
were showing no sign of moving
farther south along the agricul-
turally rich Nile River valley,

and he predicted the swarm
most likely would head southeast
toward the Red Sea coast, which
is an annual locust breeding
ground between November and
March.

Locusts, which normally live
between two and six months, eat
their weight — about 0.07 ounces
— in crops every day. They can
travel as much as 120 miles in a
day.

“People are very afraid that it
may cause damage to agricultur-
al production, but to what extent

the agricultural sector could be
damaged is difficult to say,” Pan-
tenius said. Agriculture Minister
Ahmed el-Leithy said the locusts
appeared to pose no serious
threat to Egypt’s crops “because
the swarms are continuing to
move and are not fully grown.”
But he said 50 pest eradication
teams had been rushed out to
spray pesticides in farm areas.

Farmers without pesticides set
smoky fires and made loud nois-
es with machinery in hopes of
keeping locusts away from their
fields.

The Damned unwelcome

CAMBRIDGE, England — A
clergyman has criticized a city’s
decision to ask an aging punk
band to switch on its annual civic
display of Christmas lights.

The Damned, the Rev. Stephen
Leeke said Wednesday, do not re-
ally encapsulate the spirit of the
season.

“I do not think they are the best
people to be switching on the
Christmas lights,” said Leeke,
vicar of St. Martin’s Church in
Cambridge, 50 miles north of Lon-
don. “I think perhaps it would be
more appropriate for them to
switch them off.

“It just seems to me to be a bit
of a culture clash in launching the
city’s Christmas celebrations
with a group who really haven’t
been renowned with looking at
the positive side of life and Chris-
tian principles,” he added.

The band, which sprang from
London’s mid-’70s punk scene
and released songs including
“Problem Child” and “Suicide,”
is due to switch on the town’s sea-
sonal decorations Sunday.

A burdensome name

VILNIUS, Lithuania — An-
noyed by problems he encounters
daily, Jonas Jonaitis has decided
that his uncommon name is pro-
viding for some decidedly com-
mon problems, and he wants to
be paid for it.

In Lithuania, Jonas Jonaitis is
the abstract name of choice used
by dozens of banks, finance com-
panies and others to illustrate
their customer brochures and
more. It’s akin to the use of the
name John Smith in the United
States or Ivan Ivanov in Russia.

For the real Jonaitis, that’s
meant a lot of lost time trying to
explain to cashiers and store
clerks that he is who he says he is.

Cop arrested in robbery

PATRAS, Greece — A
23-year-old policeman was arrest-
ed in southern Greece after alleg-
edly robbing a bank and then visit-
ing a nearby coffee shop to play a
game of backgammon, authori-
ties said Wednesday.

The officer, who was not
named, was arrested Tuesday in
Kato Achayia, near the southern
port city of Patras, after allegedly
snatching just over 5,000 euros,
or $6,500, while wearing a crash
helmet. He allegedly threatened
staff at a branch of the private
Alpha Bank with his police hand-
gun.

The suspect told police he had
robbed the bank to pay off credit
card debts, Tsiouvaras said.

Bus driver proposes

OSLO, Norway — One passen-
ger aboard an express bus to Oslo
was more surprised than the rest
by the driver’s announcement
over the loudspeaker.

“Right behind me is a
fair-haired treasure,” the driver,
39-year-old Oeivind Martinsen,
announced, continuing:
“Jeanette, will you marry me?”

The other passengers, though
surprised, applauded and then
quieted down to hear the re-
sponse on Friday’s trip from the
southern town of Fredrikstad to
Oslo.

When Johansen, 33, said “Yes,”
the busload of people burst into
thunderous applause and celebra-
tion, the Oslo newspaper Dagbla-
det reported Monday.

From The Associated Press

BY GEIR MOULSON

The Associated Press

BERLIN — The U.S. dollar dropped to a
new all-time low against the euro Wednesday
as the European currency rose to $1.30 amid
deep skepticism over Washington’s commit-
ment to a “strong dollar” policy.

Persistent worries over high oil prices and
the U.S. trade and budget deficits have
pushed the dollar to new depths against the
12-nation euro in recent weeks.

Last Wednesday, it rose above $1.30 for the
first time since its launch in 1999, spiking up
to $1.3007 — prompting European politicians
to voice concern that the rally could hurt the
continent’s export-driven recovery.

The latest rise came as U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary John Snow visits Europe. At the Royal In-
stitute of International Affairs in London, he
refused to comment on the euro hitting a new
high against the dollar.

Snow insisted that there had been no

change in the administration’s support for a
strong dollar. He also reiterated the adminis-
tration believes international currency mar-
kets should be left to set the dollar’s value.

“We believe in open, competitive currency
markets,” he said.

“We think the world functions best with
free trade and free capital flows. Nobody has
ever devalued their way to prosperity.”

Still, many analysts believe the administra-
tion has decided to voice support for a strong
dollar to avoid rattling currency markets but
to refrain from intervening to halt the dollar’s
fall since a weaker dollar will help lower the
U.S. trade deficit by helping American ex-
ports.

“There is no single event that set off this
movement today,” said Dorothea Huttanus,
an economist at DZ Bank in Frankfurt. She
cited persistent doubts over the health of the
U.S. economy and added that “doubts about
the strong dollar policy won’t go away” de-
spite Snow’s statements.

“The financial community doesn’t believe
him any more,” Huttanus said.

The current rally has taken the euro from
about $1.20 two months ago, prompting Euro-
pean Central Bank President Jean-Claude
Trichet to call the surge “brutal” last week.
Huttanus said she expected more such verbal
interventions — although no action by the
bank on currency markets — should the euro
continue moving toward $1.35.

For the countries that use the euro, the
stronger currency raises fears that it will
snuff out their moderate, export-driven eco-
nomic recovery by making exports more ex-
pensive. But it takes much of the sting out of
high oil prices on the continent, since oil is
priced in dollars and the strong euro makes it
relatively cheaper.

The euro, launched in 1999, languished
under $1.00 for about 2½ years between 2000
and mid-2002. It is now more than 57 percent
above its all-time low against the dollar of 82
cents, reached in October 2000.

Maria Victoria

Torres, left, is

comforted by her

lawyer, Julia

Acevedo, as she

leaves a Court of

Appeals after filing

for divorce in

Santiago, Chile, on

Thursday — the day

Chile’s first divorce

law ever became

effective.
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Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

Infantry is as infantry does

I have served 16 years in the infantry,
four as an active-duty Marine and the re-
mainder with the National Guard. I cur-
rently serve as a rifle squad leader in
Baghdad, and have been here for more
than seven months. I have three points to
offer in the great debate over who should
wear a Combat Infantryman Badge.

First: Who cares? What is the Army’s ob-
session with trinkets to hang on uniforms?
Every individual knows exactly what
he/she did in service to the nation. Isn’t
that enough?

Second: The CIB is an inappropriate
award for the counterinsurgency opera-
tions that dominate the Iraq war. It was
created to acknowledge the very distinct,
dangerous and miserable experience of
the World War II infantryman, a conflict
where (arguably) the infantry comprised
10 percent of the total force and suffered
90 percent of the casualties. The Korean
and Vietnam wars, although quite differ-
ent in some ways, were similar in this re-
spect to WWII. The conflict in Iraq cannot
be directly compared to any of those wars
in scope, degree of carnage or hardship. I
suggest following the Marine Corps’ exam-
ple of awarding a combat action ribbon or
its equivalent universally to all troops who
have direct contact with the enemy. Save
the CIB for the high-intensity wars for
which it was intended.

Third: If the Army must continue award-
ing the CIB for low-intensity warfare, then
award it across the board to any soldier
who operates as a de facto infantryman, re-
gardless of military occupational special-
ty. How does an engineer, artilleryman,
military policeman or any other soldier
who carries a rifle and goes on patrol dif-
fer in reality from an 11B? Training? So
what? The simple fact of the matter is that
in this type of warfare the infantry experi-
ence is no longer unique in its degree of
hardship or peril.

My CIB resides in my personnel
records. I don’t wear it because when I
think of the infantry veterans of previous,
high-intensity wars I don’t feel I’ve earned
it. Others may well feel differently.

Staff Sgt. Kurt Hosman
Baghdad

Leave CIB to infantry

I’m writing in regards to the exchange
of letters on the Combat Infantryman
Badge. I am a proud member of the 1st
Battalion, 9th Cavalry Regiment stationed
at Forward Operating Base Independence
in Baghdad.

I understand that Iraq is not a safe place
and we all get occasional fire from mor-
tars, small arms, etc. This is a war, and to
be expected. But if you think you deserve
the right to wear a prestigious award
given to infantry personnel, reclassify
your military occupational specialty. You
chose the profession you are in, and we
thank you for what you do. I’m sorry if you
get hit on a convoy or get mortared occa-
sionally, but it happens everywhere.

If you really want to see what it takes to

get a CIB, go to Fallujah, Mosul or even
Haifa Street in central Baghdad. Our FOB
started off with approximately 600 person-
nel and has taken massive casualties from
actions in sector. My company alone has
had 50 percent of its personnel awarded
Purple Hearts, and our sister company
has awarded more than 60 Purple Hearts.
Tell me how being engaged by small-arms
fire or having mortars land in your FOB
qualifies you to wear an award given strict-
ly to one MOS.

On a final note, to all the personnel who
deem it necessary to go out with a combat
unit to get a CIB or Combat Medical
Badge: don’t. You are just putting yourself
in harm’s way for no reason. The bragging
rights and medals aren’t worth the risk
you’re taking to get them. Everyone has a
job to do over here. Use your training and
we’ll all make it home to our families in
one piece. God speed and good luck.

Sgt. Justin Chestnut
Forward Operating Base Independence,

Iraq

NCOs: Do what’s right

I am a sergeant deployed to Camp Arif-
jan in Kuwait. At the camp, we have all
branches from National Guard, Reserve,
active-duty Navy, Marines and Depart-
ment of Army civilians as well as Army. In
the time I have been in theater, I have
made many corrections on soldiers and
noncommissioned officers, from simple
things such as pens sticking out of pockets
to lack of wearing safety gear and improp-
er wear of the uniform.

What I want to know is, why is one NCO
making these corrections while other
NCOs walk by them. When you NCOs put
on your stripes, you most likely heard
something or learned a creed, part of
which starts like this: “No one is more pro-
fessional then I. I am a noncommissioned
officer.” If you don’t want to take the time
to live up to it do, one thing: Take off the
chevrons and rockers because there’s a lot
of other people who deserve them.

I’m not complaining about just uni-
forms. I have seen soldiers stand in front
of a command sergeant major with their

arms crossed in front of them while their
squad leader did the same thing. Earn
your paycheck and make your Joes do the
right thing, too.

To the NCOs doing the right thing, thank
you. And to the NCOs bringing shame to
the military, take off the rank, because you
don’t deserve it.

Sgt. George E. Harris
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

Soldiers’ refusal cowardly

The writer of “Soldiers should be pun-
ished” (letter, Nov. 10) was absolutely
right. What those soldiers who refused to
go on a convoy mission did was an act of
cowardice. I rode in the back of an open
Humvee pulling security in downtown
Baghdad before “uparmored vehicles”
were even thought of. Those soldiers only
thought of themselves, and not the mission
or who they were affecting. If we had done
the same thing, the mission would never
have gotten accomplished.

Part of being a soldier is something
called sacrifice. The soldiers who refused
to go on the mission need to think about
that. If they get a simple Article 15, they
should consider themselves lucky. I’m just
glad I don’t have to live with myself for an
act of cowardice the way those soldiers do.

Sgt. David C. McGuire
Baumholder, Germany

U.S. flag mustn’t be demoted

I am in complete agreement with the
writer of “Flag patch is wrong” (letter,
Nov. 4), regarding his dissenting view on
the display of the U.S. flag below the com-
bat patch. The questioning of this display
is not limited to those of us in uniform.
While traveling on rest and recuperation,
a couple of veterans asked why the flag
was displayed below the combat patch. I
could not give an answer.

While I’m proud to wear a combat
patch, I cannot understand why our na-
tion’s symbol is displayed in this subordi-
nate manner. It is no different than being
on post and seeing the division colors
flown above the U.S. flag.

Capt. Christopher Kerr
Iraq

Arifjan drivers need help

Today I was cut off again by a garbage
truck that ran a stop sign on Camp Arifjan,
Kuwait. It seems that not only do I have to
stop at these posted signs, but I then have
to watch and wave to the third-country na-
tional driver as he barrels through the stop
sign. Not to let trash truck drivers take all
the credit, the third-country national driv-
ers of buses, delivery trucks and so on all
went to the same driving school.

This is a common, everyday thing at
Arifjan. When these vehicles are not run-
ning stop signs, they are speeding through
camp. The ironic thing is, there is an
armed escort with them in most cases, sit-
ting in front enjoying the ride. Would it
hurt the escorts to clue the drivers in a lit-
tle on the red sign on the stick?

Steven M. Roman
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY MARTIN SCHRAM

Scripps Howard

T
he nomination of Condoleezza Rice
as secretary of state should be cele-
brated as yet another triumph of
the principle that has made Wash-

ington all that it is today.
It is not Bush’s principle, per se. Nor

Cheney’s, nor Rummy’s. It is Peter’s.
Peter Principle, noun. “The theory that

employees within an organization will ad-
vance to their highest level of competence
and then be promoted to and remain at a
level at which they are incompetent.” (The
American Heritage Dictionary of the En-
glish Language.) It was just one year ago
that President Bush — his pre-war asser-
tions of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction
disproved and postwar Iraq security disinte-
grated — announced with fanfare that Na-
tional Security Adviser Condi Rice would
head a newly created Iraq Stabilization
Group to coordinate interagency efforts.

Today it is pertinent to recall how this cor-
ner covered that news: “In a startling and
bold turnabout that rocked Washington’s pol-
icy wonks and pundits, President Bush has
announced that his national security advis-
er, Condoleezza Rice, will now start doing
her job.”

After all, coordination of Penta-
gon/CIA/State conflicts was the core of an
NSC adviser’s job. It’s the job Rice failed to
do. Analyses that went against the
Bush-Cheney-Rummy zeal for invading Iraq
were dismissed or deep-sixed, as were mili-
tary warnings that inadequate troop levels
would lead to postwar security disasters.

In time, that negative assessment of
Rice’s performance became widely shared
by experts of various persuasions and per-

spectives. The report of the 9/11 commission
assessed Rice’s failings, especially her fail-
ure to act on warnings received from staff
counterterrorism expert Richard Clarke:

� Jan. 25, 2001: Clarke wrote of the “ur-
gent need” for a high-level meeting on
al-Qaida. It didn’t happen until seven days
before 9/11.

� March 23: Clarke warned that terrorists
might attack the White House with a truck
bomb; also, al-Qaida and other terrorist cells
were operating in the United States.

� May 29: Clarke wrote that a Palestinian
with al-Qaida ties might launch attacks.
“When those attacks occur, as they likely
will, we will wonder what more we could
have done to stop them.”

� June 25: Clarke warned that “six sepa-
rate intelligence reports showed al-Qaida
personnel warning of a pending attack.”

� June 28: Clarke warned that indications
al-Qaida was preparing an attack “had
reached a crescendo.”

� June 30: Clarke wrote a report to Rice
and others titled “Bin Ladin Planning
High-Profile Attacks.” On Aug. 6, other ana-
lysts included in the “President’s Daily
Brief” a short report titled: “Bin Ladin Deter-
mined to Strike in U.S.”

All these show why Rice probably was the
worst national security adviser in the mod-
ern era. But the greatest shortcoming of the
46-year-old ex-academic may have been her
reluctance to firmly counter her Very Impor-
tant Elders — Vice President Dick Cheney,
Secretary of State Colin Powell, Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld. Indeed, she once
told an interviewer that she was “the baby”
of that elite group.

(Timeout: The sound you are hearing is
that of one mind boggling. I just tried to con-
jure the image of another 46-year-old ex-aca-

demic NSC adviser — Henry Kissinger —
saying he was “the baby” of Nixon’s team.)
… Now Washington is adjusting to a new era
where principle rules — the Peter Principle.
After all, we’ll soon inaugurate a president
who won on a record of policy successes in
all areas except foreign and domestic.

Rice as secretary of state wins no ap-
plause from another hard-line Bush Republi-
can who has been there and done that.

“She is not the person for that job,”
Lawrence Eagleburger, a secretary of state
for President George H.W. Bush, bluntly
told CNN’s “Paula Zahn Now” show.

“I do not believe that you should have in
the secretary of state someone who has
spent their last four years in the White
House next to the president. I do believe you
need tension between the State Department,

the Defense Department and the National
Security Council.”

Eagleburger should know. He was execu-
tive assistant to Kissinger when Nixon
named Kissinger secretary of state — and
let him keep his NSC adviser job, too.

Eagleburger saw from high and inside
what can go wrong. So Eagleburger isn’t
comforted by Bush’s equally principled
choice to replace Rice: her loyal deputy,
Stephen Hadley.

Eagleburger bemoans: “Everybody is
going to speak the same language.”

There is one more principle we should
have learned — if not from Eagleburger’s
Kissinger years, then from our last four
years. We are at risk any time a national se-
curity staff is recast as a bunch of bobble-
heads, mindlessly nodding yes to any and
all.

WASHINGTON

W
hen ABC’s affiliate stations
are afraid to broadcast “Sav-
ing Private Ryan” for fear of
being fined by the Federal

Communications Commission, it makes
me wonder about the
new moral order that
some people think is
on the rise.

I can’t say for sure,
but if Oscar-winning
director Steven Spiel-
berg’s World War II
epic tribute to Ameri-
ca’s troops is off limits
to the networks,
ABC’s “Desperate
Housewives” had bet-
ter watch their backs.

Even though “Sav-
ing Private Ryan” aired uncut and without
public uproar in 2001 and 2002, about 65 of
ABC’s more than 220 affiliate stations re-
fused to air the movie this Veterans Day.

What’s changed? History and politics.
First, there was Janet Jackson’s breast-bar-
ing wardrobe malfunction at this year’s
Super Bowl, which led to heavy fines
against CBS and its affiliates.

The stations tried to get an advance rul-
ing [on “Saving Private Ryan”] but, as an
FCC spokeswoman told The Hollywood Re-
porter, “that would be censorship.”

With no FCC guidelines to guide them,
stations serving about a third of the nation
censored themselves.

Another factor in their decision was the
reputed rise of “moral values” as a defin-
ing issue in the recent elections. “We’re
just coming off an election where moral is-
sues were cited as a reason by people vot-
ing one way or another,” Ray Cole, presi-
dent of Citadel Communications, which

owns three Midwestern stations, told The
Associated Press. “And, in my opinion, the
[FCC] commissioners are fearful of the
new Congress.”

But a closer look at Election Day exit
polls indicates the reputed rise in social
conservatism may be a false media-gener-
ated perception.Exit polls conducted na-
tionally by Edison Media Research and
Mitofsky International showed “moral val-
ues” with 22 percent, beat “economy and
jobs” (20 percent), “terrorism” (19 per-
cent) and “Iraq” (15 percent) as the issue
of greatest importance to voters.

The Pew Research Center found similar
results with a post-election poll of 1,209 vot-
ers. But when Pew offered a wider range
of choices, “moral values” fell to only 14
percent, behind “Iraq” (25 percent) and
ahead of “jobs and the economy” (12 per-

cent) and “terrorism” (9 percent). …
No, it is we in the media, biased toward

anything that sounds new, who inflated the
importance of “moral values,” Within
hours, “moral values” became a durably
defining issue of 2004 like “soccer moms”
in 1996 and 1994’s “angry white males.”

It is not even clear what the voters who
mentioned “moral values” had in mind.
Did they mean, for example, that the racy,
yet realistic language of “Saving Private
Ryan” was enough to take it away from
those who wanted to see it on TV without
having to buy a cable TV subscription? The
American Family Association of Tupelo,
Miss., thinks so. The long-time TV watch-
dog group is urging viewers to complain to
the FCC about the movie’s “at least 20 ‘f’
words and 12 ‘s’ words,” even though it ap-
proves of the movie’s patriotic themes.

When I asked AFA President Tim Wild-
mon, son of founder Don Wildmon, in a tele-
phone interview if he perceived that the
FCC is putting a chill on artistic creativity
by the networks, he responded, “Good!
They need to be chilled a little bit.”

Do they? If there is anything we do not
need to encourage in network television, it
is more blandness. …

[T]he saucy language in Spielberg’s film
has redeeming social value, to use the Su-
preme Court’s famous phrase. Its lan-
guage, like its brutal violence, is an inte-
gral part of the riveting realism that makes
the Oscar-winning movie a uniquely effec-
tive cinematic tribute to the heroism of or-
dinary Americans at war.

If there is any production with which par-
ents can be trusted to decide the viewing
habits of their household, this is it.

Clarence Page is a Chicago Tribune columnist.

TV: ‘Where never is heard a discouraging word’?

Clarence Page

America needs debate in Cabinet meetings

OPINION
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CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Beginning
Dec. 1, all U.S. residents will be
allowed one free credit report
per year under the Fair and Ac-
curate Credit Transactions Act.

Checking your credit report is
a vital step before you invest in a
mortgage or take out a personal,
business or auto loan. Your cred-
it file can reveal black marks —
such as late payments, overdraft
charges or other problems —
that can prevent you from get-
ting a lender’s best interest
rates. It also can help you deter-
mine if you’ve been a victim of
identity theft.

The so-called FACT Act phas-
es in the one free report per year
across the nation, as follows:

� Dec. 1, 2004: Alaska, Arizo-
na, California, Colorado, Ha-
waii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington and Wyoming.

� March 1, 2005: Illinois, Indi-
ana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dako-
ta and Wisconsin.

� June 1, 2005: Alabama, Ar-
kansas, Florida, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee and Texas.

� September 1, 2005: Connect-
icut, Delaware, District of Co-
lumbia, Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, Vermont, Virginia and
West Virginia.

If you want your credit report
earlier, some states already pro-
vide one free credit report per
year to their residents. They are:
Colorado, Georgia, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jersey and
Vermont.

BY DON HAMMONDS

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The reliability of European
cars is so bad that not a single one
made Consumer Reports’ “New
Car Preview 2005” issue. In fact,
10 of the highly respected maga-
zine’s 11 lowest-rated sedans
hailed from across the Atlantic, in-
cluding high-priced Mer-
cedes-Benz, Jaguar and BMW
brands.

Germany’s Volkswagen came
in for particularly hard hits, with
most of its products, including the
Golf, Jetta and New Beetle, re-
ceiving ratings far below average
for reliability.

Japanese brands, on the other
hand, continued to rank at the
top, with Toyota, Lexus and Scion
dominating the listings. And
American brands Buick Regal,
which has been discontinued, and
the non-supercharged version of
the Pontiac Grand Prix won the
annual publication’s highest reli-
ability ratings.

The results are based on an an-
nual Consumer Reports survey
that relies on the voluntary partic-
ipation of 810,000 car and truck
owners.

The data on products built be-
tween 1997 and 2004 is analyzed
to predict the reliability of 2005
models.

The problems with European

cars mainly dealt with “electrical
systems and power equipment,”
such as alternators, wiper mo-
tors, switches, wiring, power
seats, windows, door locks and
sunroofs, said David Champion,
director of automobile testing for
Consumer Reports.

“It can be anything that stops
working and makes customers
take the car into the dealers to get
repaired,” he said.

Part of the problem, Champion
said, is that Europeans don’t real-
ly understand how important reli-
ability is to American buyers.

It’s not so much major engine
or powertrain items that leave
drivers stranded on the side of
the road that are the issue, but
continual smaller problems that
keep cropping up that force own-
ers to take the car back to the deal-
er, Champion said.

“Time is money,” he said. “You
take it one month, and next
month it’s something else, and
then the month after that, too.
You get to the point where you
say, ‘I will not buy that car ever
again.’ ” A big reason why so
many problems are occurring
with European brands is the in-
creasing complexity of the cars
themselves, Champion said. They
are loaded with features and giz-
mos, “and the more you have, the
more likely the chance is that one

of them will go wrong,” he said.
“It makes the car considerably
more complicated to put togeth-
er.”

Not surprisingly, European au-
tomakers dispute the Consumer
Reports findings.

“Our own tracking shows we
are making considerable
year-to-year improvements in
quality across all the model rang-
es,” said Mercedes-Benz spokes-
man James M. Resnick. “This
data is volunteered by Consumer

Reports’ readers; it is not veri-
fied. It does not correlate to our
own data or that of other
third-party surveys.”

BMW officials were equally
puzzled about the test results.

“We feel confident that the reli-
ability of [the BMW 7 Series mod-
els that fared poorly] will be far
better than what the predictor sur-
vey indicates,” said BMW spokes-
man Dave Butchko.

The 5 Series sedans, which also
fared poorly, “are a little bit more
difficult matter. These are brand
new models,” so the surveys only
reflect six months of data, Butch-
ko said.

Half of the sedans and small

cars that earned Consumer Re-
ports’ highest reliability ratings
were manufactured by Toyota
and its Scion and Lexus divisions:
the Lexus IS300, Toyota Prius,
Scion xB and Toyota Corolla.

Korean automaker Hyundai
also won a spot on the most reli-
able cars list with the Sonata.

The results of the Consumer Re-
port survey largely match the
findings of J.D. Power and Associ-
ates’ initial quality survey for
new car quality after 90 days of
ownership and its vehicle durabil-
ity survey done after three years
of ownership. Those surveys also
found that European models have
higher-than-average problems re-
ported by their owners.

Free credit reports

European vehicles get low marks;
Japanese brands rank among top

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro ................................................... $1.3372
British pound ....................................... $1.91
Japanese yen (Nov. 19) .................... 103.00
South Korean won (Nov. 18) ......... 1,064.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37698
British pound .................................... $1.8584
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.1932
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.38
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 6.195
Euro ...................................................... $1.304
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7731
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 187.64
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 66.525
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3802
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 104.06
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29463
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 5.89
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.30
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.59
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6453
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,076.50
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.10
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 40.31
Turkey (Lira) ............................. 1,443,000.00

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $441.90
Silver ..................................................... $7.58

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.00
Discount rate ......................................... 3.00
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.00
3-month bill ............................................ 2.13
30-year bond .......................................... 4.84
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Consumer Reports releases car reviews
YOUR MONEY

AP

This undated photo released by the BMW Group shows the new 2005 convertible Mini Cooper. BMW brands

are among European cars that ranked low in Consumer Reports’ “New Car Preview 2005.”

WEDNESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,585.50 Dow Jones Industrials 10,549.57 +61.92 +.59 +.92 +8.87
3,628.20 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,600.46 +28.27 +.79 +19.73 +25.59

331.05 243.26 Dow Jones Utilities 326.19 -2.96 -.90 +22.21 +32.49
7,014.32 5,922.45 NYSE Composite 7,013.46 +54.16 +.78 +8.90 +17.53
1,356.88 1,064.93 Amex Index 1,365.96 +16.76 +1.24 +16.40 +27.81
2,153.83 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,099.68 +21.06 +1.01 +4.81 +10.53
1,184.48 1,031.20 S&P 500 1,181.94 +6.51 +.55 +6.30 +13.38

634.29 545.26 S&P MidCap 635.05 +5.13 +.81 +10.25 +15.62
623.86 515.90 Russell 2000 622.97 +5.08 +.82 +11.86 +18.52

11,616.62 10,059.28 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,600.88 +65.53 +.57 +7.42 +14.23

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 64.25 +.63 +11.2
Armor Holdings ... 27 41.00 -1.18 +55.8
Boeing .80 16 54.75 +.75 +29.9
Computer Sciences ... 19 54.59 +.30 +23.4
Engineered Sup Sys .04 22 54.83 +.46 -.4
General Dynamics 1.44 18 107.84 +.03 +19.3
General Electric .80 24 36.35 +.25 +17.3
Halliburton .50 ... 37.85 +.44 +45.6
Harris Corp. .48 31 68.12 +1.12 +79.5
Allied Signal .75 22 35.90 +.35 +7.4
L-3 Communications .40 21 70.60 +.50 +37.5
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 57.99 +.03 +12.8
NorthrpG s .92 20 56.44 +.86 +18.1
Raytheon .80 44 39.02 +.19 +29.9
Rockwell Intl. .66 21 45.13 -.17 +26.8
Sequa Corp. ... 36 59.05 +.52 +20.5
Texas Instruments .10 25 25.21 +.78 -14.2
Textron Inc. 1.30 31 72.09 +1.19 +26.3
United Technologies 1.40 18 97.36 +.31 +2.7

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 606348 3.95 +.12
Sears 448914 52.99 +7.79
NortelN lf 392498 3.28 +.14
Pfizer 386668 27.99 +.67
HewlettP 384989 20.20 +.52
EMC Cp 252711 13.50 +.62
AMD 225960 21.99 +1.11
Citigrp 197824 46.18 +.13
Altria 195648 57.42 +3.03
TaiwSemi 186535 8.60 +.50

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1202454 39.11 +.52
SPDR 522146 118.58 +.74
SemiHTr 243612 34.30 +.77
iShJapan 97214 10.46 +.14
iShRs2000 66637 124.09 +.64
DJIA Diam 65305 105.90 +.77
WheatR g 51145 3.68 +.12
BemaGold 49763 3.55 +.18
SP Fncl 44723 29.74 +.07
SP Engy 39695 35.67 +.55

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SunMicro 1263000 5.35 +.39
SiriusS 1214957 4.95 +.24
Intel 803802 24.32 +.48
ChartCm 775841 2.08 -.08
ApldMatl 644742 17.34 +.58
Microsoft 576520 27.17 +.05
Cisco 521822 19.54 +.16
DellInc 307236 40.20 -.20
Kmart 281086 109.00 +7.78
Oracle 280863 13.13 +.21

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.86 +.13 +7.6
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.15 +.69 +8.1
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.58 +.14 +7.2
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.04 +.24 +7.8
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 18.93 +.12 +7.8
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.10 +.07 +3.7
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 32.87 +.27 +8.8
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.22 +.16 +3.3
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.20 +.04 +4.1
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.27 +.51 +9.0
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.91 +.26 +4.4
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.00 +.16 +8.7
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.46 +.14 +7.0
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.11 +.07 +8.7
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.63 +.07 +4.6
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.58 +.05 +5.8
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 27.76 +.17 +5.9
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 42.71 +.59 +11.2
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.12 +.25 +8.4
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.43 +.13 +2.9
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.02 +.04 +4.7
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.32 +.02 +3.0
Scudder Funds S: Devel 18.74 +.12 -.5
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 12.96 +.06 +6.6
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BY THOMAS H. MAUGH II

Los Angeles Times

More than 22,000 treasures from the Kabul Muse-
um in Afghanistan, long thought to have been lost in
the war against the Soviet Union and the subsequent
cultural purge by the Taliban, have been located in
bank vaults and other safe places where they were hid-
den by museum officials.

The priceless Bactrian gold collection, precious ivo-
ries, bronze statues and other artifacts of 5,000 years
of history on the Orient’s Silk Road — virtually all of
the museum’s most precious items — were preserved
despite the devastation engulfing the country, archeol-
ogists said Wednesday.

The discovery of the Bactrian gold was announced
this summer, but a just-completed inventory revealed
that virtually all of the museum’s most precious items
are intact, said Oxford University archeologist Fre-
drik T. Hiebert.

In the midst of the resistance against the Soviets, a
team of curators in the early 1980s boxed up the most
valuable pieces in the museum’s collection, stashing
them in various vaults around Kabul, the Afghan capi-
tal. The curators used small safes, tin boxes, steel con-
tainers and anything else they could find at hand.

They then went “dead quiet,” said British archeolo-
gist Carla Grissman, keeping their knowledge to them-
selves even as rumors floated widely about the de-
struction and looting of the museum’s contents.

They kept their secrets for a quarter of a century.

“These are the real heroes of this story,” said Hie-
bert.

Hiebert was brought in this spring to catalog the
gold with funding from the National Endowment for
the Humanities and the National Geographic Soci-
ety.

Now that the artifacts have been inventoried, they
have all been packed up again and stored in a
once-again secret location until the government can
find a new home for them.

The Kabul Museum has been restored, but securi-
ty there is not sufficient to protect the artifacts. Cura-
tors hope to build a state-of-the-art museum in cen-
tral Kabul, but no one is sure where the money will
come from.

The Kabul Museum was a small facility housed in
a 1920s-era federal building about 30 minutes out-
side the city center. Although it was small, Hiebert
noted, “it is said that every piece [it had] was a mas-
terpiece.”

Because it straddles the Silk Road that camel cara-
vans used to transport textiles from China to Europe
and pottery, artworks and other materials in the op-
posite direction, Kabul was a prosperous city
throughout much of civilization’s early history.

As a result, the museum held objects from a string
of civilizations that conquered or traveled through
the region, including the Bactrians, Kushans,
Greeks and Buddhists.

Unfortunately, the museum’s neighborhood be-
came a frontline in the fighting against the Soviets
and the building was shelled into a windowless, roof-
less hulk. Many of the artifacts that had not been re-
moved were blasted to shards.

BY AUDRA ANG

The Associated Press

BEIJING — Laugh all you want,
say public hygiene experts at the
World Toilet Summit, but the im-
portance of “loos” you can use is
no joke.

The three-day event, which
began Wednesday in Beijing, is an
international commode confer-
ence. Some 150 scholars, toilet de-
signers and environmentalists
from 19 countries gathered to ex-
change ideas on topics such as the
latest toilet technologies, lavatory
management tips and the relation-
ship between toilets and tourism
development.

“People are say-
ing ‘We want good
toilets!’ because
toilets are a basic
human right and
that basic human
right has been ne-
glected,” said
Jack Sim, founder
of the World Toi-
let Organization, a
co-sponsor of the
summit.

China, known
for fetid public toi-
lets that often are
little more than
open trenches, is
eager to show off
its advances while
preparing for the
2008 Beijing
Olympics. Dele-
gates to the confer-
ence are to be taken on a tour of
new and renovated public toilets
in Beijing.

But with a packed conference
schedule of slide shows, lectures
and question-and-answer ses-
sions, there was very little room
for humor.

“You can laugh at it for a short
time,” said Sim, whose group is
based in the hyper-clean island na-
tion of Singapore. “But after a few
seconds, you should start to pay se-
rious attention to the subject” that
affects your quality of life.

The convention is in its fourth
year, with Singapore, Seoul and
Taipei as previous hosts. Partici-
pants this year came from coun-
tries as far away as Finland, Japan
and the United States.

Photos of showcase lavatories
were also displayed at the confer-
ence, from a ladybug-shaped one
in a public garden to another mod-
eled after a grass hut in a wildlife
park. Facilities with baby-chang-
ing stations, wheelchair ramps
and gleaming white ceramic uri-
nals also were featured.

“New public toilets are an im-
portant symbol to demonstrate the
development of the city,” said
Liang Guangsheng, deputy direc-
tor of Beijing’s Municipal Adminis-
trative Committee.

In the past three years, Beijing
has spent $29 million on building
or renovating 747 restrooms at
tourist spots, according to the city

government.
“The toilets are

sanitary, conve-
nient and private,”
Yu Changjiang, di-
rector general of
the city’s tourism
bureau said. The
city also aims to
make them suit-
able for users of all
ages, for the dis-
abled, and energy
and water-effi-
cient.

The city has
come up with a rat-
ing system of one
to four stars for its
public wash
rooms, reportedly
based on such cri-
teria as granite
floors, remote-sen-

sor flushes, automatic hand-driers
and piped-in music.

The capital now has 88 four-star
lavatories, 161 that qualify for
three stars, 312 for two and 110 for
one. Countless others, are perhaps
best not mentioned.

Maintenance is as important as
construction, said Simon Tay, one
of the speakers at the summit.

“It’s something that China
needs to think about,” said Tay,
chairman of Singapore’s National
Environment Agency, a govern-
ment organization. “I hate the
word luxury toilet because, really,
good toilets should be an everyday
common thing. It doesn’t have to
look like the Shangri-La toilet ... in
order for it to be something that
we can be proud of.”

Recovered artifacts help
keep Afghan history alive

AP

A Chinese worker cleans up a toilet Wednesday at the hotel where the

2004 World Toilet Summit is being held in Beijing, China. The

three-day summit is expected to attract 150 academics, sanitation

experts, toilet designers and environmentalists from 19 countries as

far away as the United States, Finland, Germany, Japan and Nepal.

Toilets No. 1 focus
of Beijing summit

You can laugh at

it for a short

time. But after

a few seconds,

you should

start to pay

serious

attention

to the subject.

Jack Sim

Founder,

World Toilet Organization
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A boat makes its way through

high waves into Goverment Cut off

Miami Beach, Fla. High winds and

surf have kept most beach goers

and boat traffic away.

Divorce deal for sale

CA
LOS ANGELES —
For sale: One

ex-wife’s $250 million di-
vorce judgment. All the
buyer has to do is figure out
how to collect from the Saudi
royal family.

After battling for more
than 20 years to collect
the court-ordered judg-
ment, Diana Bilinelli
said she has decided
to sell it — at a sub- stantial

discount — on the chance that oth-
ers may have better means to track
it down.

“It’s a dandy investment opportu-
nity,” said her lawyer, Helen Dor-
roh-White.

Bilinelli’s late ex-husband, Sheik
Mohammed al-Fassi, died in Cairo
of an infected hernia in 2002 at the
age of 50 after claiming he had
transferred all of his holdings to
relatives, including Saudi King
Fahd and his brother Prince Turki.
According to a court ruling, he
owed Bilinelli half his assets.

Boy killer seeks retrial

GA
ATLANTA — It was a mur-
der that stunned the nation.

Michael Lewis was 13, a boy who
stood less than 5 feet tall, when he
walked up to a parked car at an At-
lanta convenience store in 1997
and shot a stranger dead in front of
the man’s two sons.

Sociologists called Lewis a
“super predator.” Prosecutors
called the boy known as “Little B”
a cold-blooded thug. At 14, Lewis
was sentenced to life in prison.

Now a 21-year-old man, Lewis
asked Georgia’s highest court to
give him a new trial, saying he is in-
nocent and wasn’t competent be-
cause of his age and mental capaci-
ty to defend himself.

Proud to be a loser

ME
ELLSWORTH — Call
Peter Loiselle a big fat

loser and he’d have to agree.
Between October 2001 and July

2004, the Ellsworth Middle School
math teacher lost nearly 500
pounds, and he did it without gas-
tric bypass surgery. He dropped
the pounds the old-fashioned way
— with diet and exercise.

While Loiselle plays down his
success, he readily admits having
been inconvenienced and emotion-
ally affected by his weight. He
wasn’t able to be in his sister’s wed-
ding because it was impossible to
find a tuxedo that fit.

These days, he’s a shell of his old
self. At his peak, he weighed 763
pounds. Now 6-foot-6 “Big Pete”
weighs in around 270.

Lawyer suspected

WA
SEATTLE — Prosecutors
charged a lawyer with at-

tempted first-degree murder Mon-
day in the shooting of a rival attor-
ney who had sought a contempt ci-
tation against him.

The prosecutors said William R.
Joice, 50, shot Kevin Jung in the
back of the head as Jung sat in a
car outside his office. A hearing on
the contempt request had been
scheduled later in the day.

A witness scribbled down the li-
cense plate of Joice’s rented car as
it squealed away from the scene,
and police tracked him down
through the rental company.

Jung, a 44-year-old married fa-

ther of two, remained in critical
condition Monday. Doctors said he
had serious brain damage, accord-
ing to the charging documents in
King County court.

Residents sue pueblo

NM
ISLETA PUEBLO — A
group of lifelong residents

are suing this Indian pueblo on the
south edge of Albuquerque, chal-
lenging its determination that they
or their heirs don’t qualify as tribal
members.

The three families involved in
the suit are descendants of people
who came to Isleta from another
pueblo and were adopted into the
community. Pueblo Gov. Alvino
Lucero declined to comment.

Burns kill woman

CA
YUCAIPA — Raymond
Gonzalez stared in the dis-

tance as he used a red bandana to
wipe away the tears, recalling the
moment he learned his neighbor
died despite his efforts to extin-
guish flames that engulfed her.

Gonzalez, 81, said his
83-year-old neighbor, Janice
White, was alert after he snuffed
the fire with a blanket.

Gonzalez wanted to replace the
blanket with a fresh one and re-
move a wrap she wore on her
head, but White told him to leave
the items alone, he said.

“That’s why I thought she was
going to be all right,” he said Tues-

day.
“I feel sorry, you

know.”
White’s clothes acci-

dentally caught on fire
Sunday morning while

she was making tea, au-
thorities said.

She suffered second-
and third-degree burns over

about 70 percent of her body,
officials said.

She died the next day.

Plans for play

NY
NEW YORK — Mayor

Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced that 25 new playgrounds
will be built at public schools
across the city over the next five
years.

The Department of Education
will share the $25 million bill with
the Trust for Public Land, a non-
profit land conservation organiza-
tion, Bloomberg said.

City officials said they would de-
cide which schools receive the new
playgrounds based on need, and
they will likely be in low-income,
high-density neighborhoods.

P.S. 180 in Harlem and I.S. 220
in Borough Park, Brooklyn, have al-
ready been selected and will have
new playgrounds next fall.

The playgrounds will be open to
the public after school lets out
each day.

Parakeet revival

SC
CHARLESTON — Could
the awesome and seeming-

ly limitless power of DNA be fo-
cused on a parakeet? That question
is intriguing historians who want
to bring back the extinct Carolina
parakeet — the only parrot species
native to South Carolina.

There are still 37 egg shells from
the parakeets in museums around
the country. The Franklin County
Historical Association in Mount
Vernon, Texas, discovered last
year it had a Carolina parakeet egg
in its collection.

In preparing it for exhibit, the
museum decided not to clean it
after someone mentioned the shell
could have a bit of dried DNA from
blood or fluid.

“That’s movies, not real life,”
said Jean Woods, bird curator for
the Delaware Museum of Natural
History.

“But on the other hand, I’m not
saying it can’t happen.”

Vermont loves ladies

VT
MONTPELIER — Vermont
is the best state in the na-

tion for women, according to a new
report.

The Institute for Women’s Poli-
cy Research rated the 50 states
based on evaluations of political,
economic, social and health cli-
mates.

Although some states received
higher grades than Vermont in cer-
tain categories, Vermont received
its top overall ranking by consis-
tently getting high grades across
the board.

The state received an A- for re-
productive rights and then grades
of B or B- for women’s political par-
ticipation, employment and earn-
ings, economic autonomy, and
health.

Following Vermont at the top
were Connecticut, Minnesota,
Washington and Oregon. Mississip-
pi was rated the worst state, receiv-
ing a grade off D- or F in each cate-
gory.

A snowboarder grinds a rail at the Brighton

terrain park in Utah.

A woman waves an U.S. flag to

soldiers aboard charter fishing boats

in Islamorada, Fla., as they depart for a day of angling off the Florida

Keys. About 60 military personnel took part in free fishing trips during

the “Take a Soldier Fishing” program.

Rock the boat

Hang time

Kathleen O’DeKirk and her dog Winston

run in the park in Chicago.

Taking GIs fishing

Afternoon stroll

PAGE 16 · S t a r s a n d S t r i p



Korey Foltz kneels with a turkey in Mathias, W.Va. Two turkeys from the Foltz farm

were sent to the White House for the annual Thanksgiving ceremony. This is the 57th

anniversary of the first National Thanksgiving Turkey presentation to President Harry Truman. After the ceremo-

ny, the turkeys will be retired to the Kidwell Farm petting zoo at Frying Pan Park.

Mom charged in fire

OH
TOLEDO — The mother of
six of seven children killed

in an apartment fire was charged
with involuntary manslaughter
after investigators discovered she
was visiting a neighbor at the time,
a prosecutor said.

Melinda Ragland was at an
apartment about 80 yards away
when the blaze started, prosecutor
John Weglian said.

“We believe the evidence estab-
lished that she breached her duty
of care for the children,” Weglian
said.

The children, ages 6 months to 7
years, died of smoke inhalation
Oct. 24 after the fire started on a
mattress in an upstairs bedroom.
Investigators said a child playing
with a candle, lighter or matches
started the blaze. Six siblings and a
cousin were killed.

Ragland could get two to 10
years in prison on each of seven
counts of involuntary manslaugh-
ter if convicted. She was also
charged with seven counts of child
endangering, each offense punish-
able by one to five years behind
bars.

Investigators determined that a
smoke detector on the second floor
was working but that an alarm on
the first floor had been tampered
with and did not work.

Go, team fruit!

WA
SEATTLE — Fans who
live and breathe the rival-

ry between the Huskies and Cou-
gars can now eat it up.

Yakima Valley farmer Randy
Valicoff has ripened the likenesses
of the teams’ mascots into his ap-
ples and hopes to sell them in time
for the annual football showdown
between the University of Wash-
ington and Washington State Uni-
versity.

Branding fruit has been done be-
fore, but it’s new to state football
fans.

The third-generation farmer
uses carefully applied logo stickers
to block the sun’s rays. As the
apple matures, the logo appears
where the sticker kept the skin
from ripening.

The result: fruit bearing brilliant
yellow Cougar and Husky logos.

Restoring Poplar Forest

VA FOREST — The Corpora-
tion for Jefferson’s Poplar

Forest, which is restoring Poplar
Forest, plans to buy 72 acres of
land from Lynchburg’s Industrial
Development Authority for $3 mil-
lion to add to Thomas Jefferson’s
country retreat. Developers had
wanted to build a shopping center
on half the parcel. The 4,800-acre
property left the Jefferson family’s
possession in the mid-1800s and
was occupied as a private resi-
dence until restoration began in
1984.

Deadly mistake

NY
ROCHESTER — A man ad-
mitted to shooting another
man to death in what police

believe was a case of mistaken
identity.

Michael Hernandez, 21, pleaded
guilty to second-degree murder in
the death of 36-year-old Torrance
Thompson.

Prosecutors said Hernandez
was trying to break up a fight be-
tween his girlfriend and another
woman on July 10, and fired his

.32-caliber pistol in the air. At the
same time, Hernandez was struck
in the leg by a bullet.

Hernandez went home, returned
a half-hour later with his cousin
and approached a crowd that had
gathered around the fight scene.

Hernandez singled out Thomp-
son, hitting him in the face with his
pistol and shooting him in the stom-
ach, authorities said. Thompson
did not take part in the earlier con-
frontation.

Mercury spill shutdown

KY
HODGENVILLE — A con-
tainer of liquid mercury

that officials believe was taken
from a dentist office trash can
caused schools to be shut down in
Larue County. Officials say a high
school student took the container
to school and spilled mercury on
the bus. More of it was spilled in
Larue County High School.

Officials haven’t decided if the
student will be punished. An EPA
team from Atlanta, in full protec-
tive gear, cleaned up the mercury.

Holiday cheer will go on

PA NORTH CAMBRIA — Resi-
dents and local businesses

in one Cambria County borough
wouldn’t let vandalizing Grinches
steal the launch of their Christmas
season.

Residents and local businesses
pledged more than $400 to replace
the lights throughout Fridman
park that were vandalized. The
Northern Cambria Area Business
Alliance chipped in another $250.
The borough council initially can-
celed the celebration, but it will
now go on as scheduled the day
after Thanksgiving.

School lab vandalism

IA IOWA CITY — Vandals
dumped chemicals, dam-

aged computers and freed re-
search animals at the University of
Iowa, officials said.

The FBI was called in to investi-
gate the vandalism discovered at
Seashore Hall and Spence Labora-
tories.

Seashore Hall houses the univer-
sity’s psychology, journalism and
sociology departments.

The vandalism included labora-
tories where research animals
were housed. An undetermined
number of mice and rats were
missing. More than 30 computers
were damaged, university officials
said.

Because of uncertainty about
the extent of the damage, includ-
ing the deliberate dumping of
chemicals, university police evacu-
ated the building and don’t expect
to reopen it until after the Thanks-
giving holiday break.

Nursing home ban

RI PROVIDENCE — The state
Health Department tenta-

tively lifted a ban on admissions to
the Haven Health Center nursing
home.

The center made significant
progress in correcting problems
with patient care that forced the
sanction in September, the depart-
ment said. Problems included un-
clean food and poor sanitation.
Nursing homes statewide are
under scrutiny since a Providence
nursing home closed in June be-
cause of poor management.

Stories and photos from wire services
A snowy owl is perched on a chimney top in Hazleton, Pa.Peering down

Pardon me
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Snoop goes deep on gridiron

Rap artist Snoop Dogg donned football gloves and a red
University of Southern California sweat suit to run
through drills with the top-ranked Trojans football team.

Snoop, whose real name is Calvin
Broadus, had a 40-yard pass from
quarterback Matt Leinart hit him in
the hands Tuesday, but he couldn’t
hold the ball.

“Ain’t nobody sticking me, that’s
why I dropped it,” the rapper joking-
ly told players who teased him.

Snoop also participated in a few
football drills, knocking down dum-
mies and running over obstacles.

The rap artist has coached his
son’s youth football team and is a
former player himself.

He appeared at practice a day
after a fight broke out near the stage of the Vibe Awards.
Snoop and producer Quincy Jones were about to honor
rapper Dr. Dre when a melee broke out and one person
was stabbed.

Stone to be honored in Stockholm

Oliver Stone will receive a lifetime achievement award
at the Stockholm International Film Festival, which cele-
brates its 15th anniversary this week.

Starting Thursday, the festival
will showcase 170 movies from more
than 40 countries, most made by
young independent filmmakers.

“We look for films that are innova-
tive, that bring the cinematic medi-
um forward somehow,” festival di-
rector Git Scheynius said. “We look
for young people, and we look for
films that touch the audience.”

Stone’s new film, “Alexander,”
will have its European premiere at
the festival. The story of Alexander
the Great stars Colin Farrell as Alex-
ander and Angelina Jolie as Alex-
ander’s mother, Olympias.

This year’s candidates for the Bronze Horse, the festi-
val’s top award, include Zach Braff’s “Garden State,”
Hong Kong filmmaker Yan Yan Mak’s “Butterfly” and
“Primer,” a low-budget thriller by Shane Carruth, which
won the grand jury prize at this year’s Sundance Film Fes-
tival.

Franklin plays presidential opening

Aretha Franklin sang with the Arkansas Symphony Or-
chestra, performing her hits, including “Respect” and
“Chain of Fools,” in advance of the opening of former

President Clinton’s library.
The full house that turned out at

Robinson Auditorium applauded en-
thusiastically Tuesday night for
Franklin, who told The Associated
Press that she was fond of Clinton
for his humanitarian work.

“It’s my impression that he cares
about people and he cares about all
people,” the singer said.

Clinton and other dignitaries will
attend the Clinton Presidential Cen-
ter dedication ceremony Thursday.
The center opens to the public Fri-
day.

Franklin also said she’s thankful that Clinton gave her
the National Medal of Arts while he was president.

“It’s unquestionably one of the highest points of my ca-
reer,” she said. “And so I’m most thankful as an artist.”

Elway, Bon Jovi meet again

John Elway and Jon Bon Jovi are at it again.
The Hall of Fame quarterback and the rocker, both

owners of Arena Football League
teams, have joined the cast of NBC’s
“Las Vegas” for a second AFL movie
short, “Rumble in the Montecito.”

The short, the second starring
Elway and Bon Jovi, will be shown
nationwide in 430 theaters next
month.

Elway’s Colorado Crush and Bon
Jovi’s Philadelphia Soul meet in a
game on the set of Las Vegas’ fiction-
al Montecito Resort & Casino in a se-
quel to last year’s “Rumble in the
House.”

“Las Vegas” actors Josh Duhamel,
Nikki Cox and James Lesure are featured.

Stories and photos From The Associated Press

Franklin

Snoop Dogg

Bon Jovi

FACES

BY JOHN GEROME

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A car full of dudes. Radio blar-
ing. Annoying guy in the back singing off-key to Shania
Twain’s “Man, I Feel Like a Woman” while his buddies
look seriously uncomfortable.

Twain, who recently co-hosted Country Music Associa-
tion awards with Brooks & Dunn, hasn’t seen the Chevy
commercial, but she’s heard about it — and laughs at the
thought.

She’s the first to admit her songs have a strong female
perspective. But it’s far more than women who are buying
her records by the millions and filling arenas for her con-
certs.

“It’s girls, boys, men, women, grandparents, every-
body,” Twain says. “I don’t know why that is. They all re-
late to it somehow. I think they relate to the sense of humor
of it. It’s not straight-ahead female empowerment. Men re-
late to it because it’s got a sense of humor.”

Twain’s new album, a greatest hits package, came out
Nov. 9, the same day at her CMA appearance. If it follows
course, it will be a huge success. Her last three albums
have topped the 10 million mark, with 1999’s “Come On
Over” reaching 20 million and placing her among music’s
elite.

Only a handful of acts — none of them country, not even
Garth Brooks — have had bigger-selling albums.

“As a country artist, she is in a bit of a category by her-
self,” said Wade Jessen, a chart director for Billboard mag-
azine. “In terms of radio and video exposure, Shania is a
bona fide signed, sealed and delivered crossover artist.”

Dressed casually in a blue, green and white striped
sweater with black pants and boots, Twain, 39, sips hot tea
during an interview.

She’s polite, offering refreshments to a guest, and can-
did, answering pointed questions without flinching.

She’s unabashed in her pursuit of commercial success.
She and her husband, producer extraordinaire Robert
John “Mutt” Lange, approach each song as a potential
radio hit. Artistic expression is fine and good, but only if
it’s commercially viable.

“We only write songs that we think are worthy of being
hits, of being on the radio,” Twain says. “We work very
hard to make every song like that.”

To reach every demographic, they often record two ver-
sions of the same song, one country-flavored, maybe with
fiddles or steel guitars, and the other pop-oriented.

Her music has become a staple on country, pop and
adult contemporary stations. Her latest single, “Party for
Two,” one of three new songs on the greatest hits album,
went to country radio as a duet with country newcomer
Billy Currington and to pop radio as a duet with Sugar Ray
frontman Mark McGrath.

“It just keeps us in the pattern of my career so far, going
all the way back to ‘That Don’t Impress Me Much’ and
‘Man, I Feel Like a Woman,’ ” she said. “If you’ve got that
kind of versatility, why not have fun with it? We have that
diverse fan base, and it’s great to be able to explore that.”

Twain, who grew up poor in Ontario, Canada, almost al-
ways speaks in the plural when discussing her career, a
nod to Lange’s involvement.

A South Africa native, Lange had produced top-selling al-
bums by Def Leppard, AC/DC, Foreigner, the Cars and
Bryan Adams before he and Twain crossed paths.

After seeing a video she made for her self-titled debut
album (the lowest seller of her career by far) he traveled to
Nashville to meet her. They married in 1993, and he has
been her collaborator and partner ever since. Together,
they co-write all of her songs.

Early on, the relationship raised questions about her tal-
ent, fueled in part by her decision not to tour in support of
her second album, “The Woman in Me” (she now says that
she didn’t have enough hits at that point to do a full show).

While Twain credits their relationship with helping her
career, she dismisses suggestions that he is a puppeteer be-
hind her success.

She says she comes up with most of the song ideas and
many of the lyrics and melodies, while he takes the lead on
arrangements and production.

“He on his own has never had this kind of success. And
me on my own, I doubt very much I would have had this
kind of success. First of all, would I even have found any-
one who had so much faith in me? Part of why I think I
flourished is because he believed so much in me. He loved
my voice; he loved my songwriting. He was my biggest
fan.”

As for the critics, she says she was ready for them. She
had been writing songs and performing since she was a
child and was confident in her abilities.

And today, she says, most of the doubters have gone
away.

“There’s so much consistency in the music, so much con-
sistency in everything,” she says. “You can’t really dupli-
cate that if it’s not really you.”

AP

With release of her first greatest hits album,
Shania Twain reflects on her career, critics

She’s pop ...

and
proud
of it!

Stone
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 43 37
Bahrain 87 67
Beijing 55 30
Beirut 71 60
Bermuda 70 64
Caracas 89 77
Helsinki 24 11
Hong Kong 76 64
Lisbon 63 47

HI LO
Manila 85 75
Mexico City 73 48
Montreal 52 26
Riyadh 89 63
Rio de. Jan 80 70
Seoul  59 30
Sofia  58 24
Sydney 82 60
Tokyo 61 52

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 81 61
Dakar  87 75
Freetown 89 75
Kinshasa 82 71

HI LO
Mogadishu 84 75
Nairobi 79 59
Rabat   69 49
Tripoli 73 51

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 68 50 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 54 46 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 56 29 PCldy
Albuquerque 59 37 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 57 40 Cldy
Amarillo 61 37 PCldy
Anchorage 38 28 Snow
Asheville 63 46 Cldy
Atlanta 68 53 Cldy
Atlantic City 62 42 Cldy
Austin 74 61 Cldy
Baltimore 61 48 Cldy
Baton Rouge 77 63 Cldy
Billings 42 22 Clr
Birmingham 72 57 Cldy
Bismarck 43 23 Cldy
Boise 41 23 Cldy
Boston 38 47 PCldy
Bridgeport 60 40 PCldy
Brownsville 83 69 PCldy
Buffalo 50 40 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 48 27 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 38 22 Snow
Casper 41 18 Cldy
Charleston,S.C. 73 54 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 62 49 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 69 52 Cldy
Chattanooga 67 53 PCldy
Cheyenne 44 20 PCldy
Chicago 51 51 Rain
Cincinnati 59 50 Rain

Cleveland 53 46 Rain
Colorado Springs 52 25 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 72 52 Cldy
Columbus,Ga. 72 55 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 57 50 Rain
Concord,N.H. 56 24 PCldy
Corpus Christi 80 65 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 69 55 PCldy
Dayton 56 50 Rain
Daytona Beach 77 58 PCldy
Denver 50 25 PCldy
Des Moines 51 42 Rain
Detroit 50 50 Rain
Duluth 41 32 PCldy
El Paso 67 41 PCldy
Elkins 59 45 Rain
Erie 51 44 Cldy
Eugene 50 34 PCldy
Evansville 61 50 Rain
Fairbanks 22 8 PCldy
Fargo 43 24 Cldy
Flagstaff 52 23 PCldy
Flint 49 48 Rain
Fort Smith 64 50 Cldy
Fort Wayne 55 48 Rain
Fresno 59 47 PCldy
Goodland 48 29 PCldy
Grand Junction 53 33 PCldy
Grand Rapids 50 45 Rain
Great Falls 37 14 Rain
Green Bay 48 42 Rain
Greensboro,N.C. 66 50 Cldy

Harrisburg 59 42 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 33 47 Cldy
Helena 39 18 Cldy
Honolulu 83 69 PCldy
Houston 74 61 Cldy
Huntsville 69 55 Cldy
Indianapolis 60 51 Rain
Jackson,Miss. 74 62 Cldy
Jacksonville 76 56 PCldy
Juneau 42 42 Rain
Kansas City 54 44 Cldy
Key West 80 71 PCldy
Knoxville 65 51 Cldy
Lake Charles 76 65 Cldy
Lansing 50 46 Rain
Las Vegas 67 46 PCldy
Lexington 61 53 Rain
Lincoln 52 35 Rain
Little Rock 68 53 Cldy
Los Angeles 70 52 Clr
Louisville 62 53 Rain
Lubbock 64 44 PCldy
Macon 72 51 PCldy
Madison 48 43 Rain
Medford 49 27 PCldy
Memphis 68 55 Cldy
Miami Beach 80 68 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 64 45 PCldy
Milwaukee 48 45 Rain
Mpls-St Paul 47 35 Rain
Mobile 74 64 Rain
Montgomery 75 58 Cldy

Nashville 67 53 Cldy
New Orleans 78 65 Cldy
New York City 61 46 Cldy
Newark 62 44 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 64 54 Cldy
North Platte 51 26 Cldy
Oklahoma City 63 45 Cldy
Omaha 52 36 Rain
Orlando 80 58 PCldy
Paducah 63 51 Cldy
Pendleton 46 29 PCldy
Peoria 56 47 Rain
Philadelphia 62 46 Cldy
Phoenix 75 55 Clr
Pittsburgh 56 47 Rain
Pocatello 39 14 PCldy
Portland,Maine 56 28 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 50 37 PCldy
Providence 35 49 PCldy
Pueblo 58 27 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 68 51 Cldy
Rapid City 47 23 PCldy
Reno 48 24 Clr
Richmond 65 52 Cldy
Roanoke 64 49 Cldy
Rochester 51 36 Cldy
Rockford 50 49 Rain
Sacramento 64 40 Clr
St Louis 62 48 Rain
St Thomas 86 76 Rain
Salem,Ore. 51 32 PCldy
Salt Lake City 42 25 Cldy

San Angelo 69 51 Cldy
San Antonio 75 62 Cldy
San Diego 68 52 PCldy
San Francisco 65 47 Clr
San Jose 67 44 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 86 74 Rain
Santa Fe 55 30 PCldy
St Ste Marie 44 35 PCldy
Savannah 74 53 PCldy
Seattle 47 33 PCldy
Shreveport 72 61 Cldy
Sioux City 45 33 Rain
Sioux Falls 42 30 Rain
South Bend 54 48 Rain
Spokane 37 21 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 59 48 Rain
Springfield,Mo. 60 46 Cldy
Syracuse 52 35 PCldy
Tallahassee 75 57 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 80 62 PCldy
Toledo 55 47 Rain
Topeka 56 41 Cldy
Tucson 73 45 PCldy
Tulsa 62 45 Cldy
Tupelo 68 56 Cldy
Waco 74 57 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 61 50 Cldy
W.Palm Beach 80 65 PCldy
Wichita 57 41 Cldy
Wichita Falls 64 49 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 59 37 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 62 46 Cldy
Yakima 48 21 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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Moscow
33/14

St. Petersburg
30/19

Kiev
44/24

Bucharest
56/29

Warsaw
38/23

Oslo
30/13

Berlin
35/29

Frankfurt
46/34

Stuttgart
45/32

Prague
35/26

Budapest
48/28

Copenhagen
35/24

Reykjavik
36/28

Dublin
41/35

Ramstein
45/34

Vienna
49/30

Geneva
46/27

Brussels
46/32

Istanbul
63/37

Athens
70/42

Souda Bay
71/50

Sigonella
69/52

Naples
66/41

Rome
64/40

Belgrade
56/27

Sarajevo
46/21

Tirana
65/31

Pristina
43/23

Tuzla
45/30

Aviano
57/30

Pisa
59/28

Paris
44/27

Nice
66/42

Barcelona
65/47

Madrid
62/36

Morón
70/37

Rota
71/48

Lisbon
63/47

Izmir
66/36

London
40/30

Lakenheath
43/28

Stockholm
24/22

Benelux: Mostly cloudy skies with
rainshowers. Highs in 40s, lows in
the 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly cloudy skies
with isolated morning rainshowers.
Highs in the low 40s, lows in the high
20s to mid 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
skies with fog and afternoon rain-
showers. Highs in the mid to upper
40s, lows in the low 20s to low 30s.

France: Partly to mostly cloudy skies
with isolated morning rain/snow
showers in the Paris region. Highs in
the mid 40s to upper 60s, lows in the
upper 20s to low 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
skies with rain/snow showers. Highs
in the mid 30s to upper 40s, lows in
the upper 20s to low 30s.

Southern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies with rain/snow showers.
Highs in the upper 30s to mid 40s,
lows in the upper 20s to mid 30s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy skies with
rain/snow showers. Highs in the
upper 40s, lows in the upper 20s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy skies
becoming partly cloudy in the after-
noon and snow in the Alps region of
northern Italy. Highs in the mid to
upper 50s, lows in the upper 20s to
low 30s.

Southern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies with isolated afternoon
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 60s,
lows in the low 40s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy skies with fog
becoming cloudy with isolated rain-
showers in the afternoon. Highs in
the low 40s, lows in the mid 20s.

Norway: Partly cloudy skies with iso-
lated rain/snow showers. Highs in
the 30s, lows in the low teens to mid
20s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny to partly
cloudy skies. Highs in the low 60s to
low 70s, lows in the upper 30s to
upper 40s.

Turkey: Sunny to partly cloudy skies.
Highs in the upper 50s to low 80s,
lows in the low 30s to low 50s.

European forecast for 19 November 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Daniel J Rygiel

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only
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Incirlik
81/54

Baghdad
73/50

Kuwait City
80/58

Dhahran
92/66

Dubai
88/68

Zahedan
81/44

Karachi
91/64 Bombay

93/72

New Delhi
84/55

Kandahar
79/48

Kabul
67/38

Islamabad
77/48

Mazar-e-Sharif
73/28

Ashgabat
52/39

Tehran
61/45

Hyderabad
86/61

Tel Aviv
72/57

Cairo
75/58

•
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:38am 6:39am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:46am 7:47am
Sunset (Baghdad) 4:59pm 4:58pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:37pm 4:36pm

Skopje
57/23•

•Stavanger
37/25

Lajes
70/61

New moon
12 Dec

First qtr.
19 Nov

Full moon
26 Nov

Last qtr.
5 Dec
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The water-sign influences win with
a majority count: The sun, the moon,
Mars, Saturn and Uranus are all as
liquid as can be. Even
full-grown men may laugh
and cry like pregnant
women — and without a
hint of embarrassment!
Maybe all this tension letting
off will allow us to be more
compassionate and forgiv-
ing with ourselves and
others.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 19). This
year, you believe you can
have more from life, and
you give more, too. Your
faith is what brings an opportunity for
more love in the next seven weeks.
Share wisdom by teaching or being
taught in July. You’ll have to move
quickly to take advantage of finan-
cial opportunities in March; the
rewards are big. You are compatible
with Libra and Pisces.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You’re like the smart kid in the class
with your hand in the air the whole
time. Why won’t the teacher call on
you? See what happens if you pull
back. Let your quiet confidence
show that you know all the answers.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If
patience could be bottled, you’d
have enough in storage to last you
through the winter. But, alas, you
can’t even lend your extra supply to
those who really need it. Your zen
state is mighty attractive, though,
especially to Aries.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You sprinkle generosity on everyone
you encounter! As long as you’re the
self-appointed fairy godmother/godfa-
ther, you may as well give to people
who actually deserve it, too. Take
note of the real gems around you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Aimless and unsystematic thoughts
can be the most wonderful kind! By
being less structured, you allow little
tidbits from the collective uncon-
scious to drop into your mind, and
this is where the big ideas get their
start.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re
pretty deep, you know. You’ll meet a
real character — someone who can
enrich you with eclectic scholarship.

Pay attention, though it’s hard to
follow this person’s whimsical line of
thought.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The financial picture improves when
you see yourself as a salesperson
— view everyone you meet as a

potential convert. Wheth-
er selling an idea or a
product, or simply win-
ning people over to your
team, you’re successful.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Some of
your self-care practices
have slipped by the
wayside. Compensate for
your recent neglect. Be
willing to pay more to get
the style, service and
choice you prefer. Every-

one benefits when you’re well tend-
ed.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You’re at the epicenter of work
activities. Dare to shut off the phone
for an hour so you can concentrate
on finishing the most important task.
In love, because you’re serious
about a relationship, it moves for-
ward.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Whether it’s a friendship, love
or work, privately resolve to be in the
relationship for the long term. This
actually takes the pressure off, since
now you’ve got the luxury of time to
iron out your differences.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You’ve got a better hold of
your assets now, both material and
intellectual. Since you’re confident
about what you can offer, you do so
readily and without prompting.
You’re an asset to your community.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You’ve got many messages to
convey. If done eloquently, you raise
your status in the eyes of a VIP.
Upgrade your communication by
learning a new word, preferably one
you can substitute for the overused
“awesome.”

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You’re a bit detached, but it’s not a
bad thing. It’s like you’re moving
through the traffic of life in the top
floor of a double-decker sightseeing
bus. Sometimes, an overview is
exactly what’s needed to make
smart decisions.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Billboards

4 Hasn’t settled yet

8 Teensy bit, to a

chef

12 Shuffleboard stick

13 Gratis

14 Neighborhood

15 Remain 

unresolved

17 Vegan’s no-no

18 Firstborn

19 Snake eyes

21 Witness

22 Problem

26 Footballer Favre

29 “The Amazing

Race” episode

30 Gorilla

31 Cleanse

32 Launch site

33 Like a snail

34 Improve, to 

a vintner

35 Chatter away

36 Brick-makers’

needs

37 Persist

39 Cambridge sch.

40 Mel of

Cooperstown

41 Parka

45 Soared

48 Cuticle woe

50 “Hee Haw”-like

humor

51 Differently

52 Indignation

53 Gear features

54 Clarinetist’s need

55 Beautician’s bottle

Down
1 Rue the run

2 Two-way

3 Transmit

4 Displaced

5 Emulate

Shakespeare

6 Alway

7 Boiled

8 Pythias’ pal

9 “You — There”

10 Vast expanse

11 Bella Abzug 

trademark

16 “Beau —”

20 Punster

23 Impudence

24 Immediately after

25 Church array

26 Uninteresting

27 Indian style of

music

28 Fair and 

balanced

29 Matlock’s field

32 Cougar’s kin

33 Squelch

35 Make marginalia

36 Promoted a 

checker

38 Prom purchases

39 Imposing home

42 Incursion

43 Ethereal

44 “Fish Magic”

painter

45 TV watchdog org.

46 Privy

47 Work unit

49 Milwaukee 

product

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: My wife,
“Andie,” age 49, is physi-
cally disabled due to
complications from sur-
gery, and sex is very
painful for her. In addi-
tion, she is in constant
pain, can’t work and is not
able to do much around
the house.

I am 48 and Andie’s
caregiver. The prospect of
spending the rest of my
life without a fulfilling
sexual relationship is
bleak and frustrating. In addition,
our social life has become very
limited, and I spend all my time
either working to pay her medical
bills (which are enormous) or
taking care of her needs and the
house.

If I leave, I will have to support
her financially for life, which
would leave me with very little to
live on. Andie is moody and diffi-
cult, and often is on huge amounts
of medication. There is little hope
for improvement in her condition,
and we have seen dozens of spe-
cialists.

Before this, Andie and I had a
good marriage and a fairly happy

life. This has been going
on for five years, and I
feel like parts of me are
dying.

— Emotionally
Drained in Denver

Dear Denver: Your
situation is difficult, but
we hope you will not
abandon Andie because
life has taken a left turn.
There are ways to have
a reasonably satisfying
sex life without inter-
course. You and Andie

should discuss this with her doctor
and both be willing to adjust ac-
cordingly. Andie also should seek
help from a psychologist who can
work on her negative attitude, so
your resentment doesn’t boil over.
Last, please contact the National
Family Caregivers Association at
1-800-896-3650
(thefamilycaregiver.org) for
support. Good luck.

Dear Annie: The receptionist

in our office has appointed herself
the unofficial organizational
maven. She is constantly reorga-
nizing the break room, supply
closet and coat closet, and she’s

especially fixated on my desk.
I am left-handed and have

things set up for my convenience.
At least twice a week, I find my
desktop rearranged. I have asked
“Darla” to leave my desk alone,
but she shrugs and says, “I’m only
straightening it up for you.” If I
ignore her, she makes a point of
telling me she was happy to
straighten my things. I have spo-
ken to our boss, but he refuses to
get involved. I like my job, but I’m
giving serious thought to leaving.

— Sick of It in Alabama
Dear Sick of It: Darla is pas-

sive-aggressive. She’s deliberately
getting your attention in a way
that seems kind but is actually
hostile. So don’t be nice. Tell her,
“Darla, you are NOT permitted to
touch my desk. If you don’t stop
harassing me, I will report you.”

Then tell the boss that if he
doesn’t put a lid on Darla’s house-
keeping, you will be forced to look
for another job.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My son, “Glenn,”

and his girlfriend of two years,
“Nancy,” have started college at
different universities. Nancy
made the cheerleading squad,
and now it has gone to her head.

Nancy was never popular in
high school, but now that
she is, she has decided
she no longer wants
anything to do with
Glenn. She acts very
spoiled and wants every-
thing her way.

Nancy told my son she
likes being away from
her parents and him, so
she can do what she
wants, when she wants.
Glenn is worried sick
about her. He thinks
she’s going to get in over
her head. His father and
I tell him he needs to move on.

I know he loves Nancy, so how

can we get him to forget her?

— Worried in Kansas

Dear Worried: College is a
time for growth, and in this case,

the two young lovers have grown
in different directions. Encour-

age your son to become more
active at school, to study hard
and to make a point of meeting
new people. As much as he cares
about Nancy, she has declared
her independence. Since he can’t
protect her, he should concen-
trate his energies on taking care

of himself. Time and
distraction will heal
what’s ailing him.

Dear Abby: Ten

years ago, my fiance,
“Rick,” and his
then-wife, “Kim,” lost
their son shortly after
birth. They had him
cremated. Much to
Rick’s horror, Kim
disposed of their baby’s
ashes in a dumpster.
She said she never

wanted the baby in the first

place.

Rick was devastated, as was

the entire family. Kim acted very

shut off and cold, not only during

this tragic event, but with their

other children as well.

Every year on the anniversary

of his son’s death, Rick breaks
down and I grieve beside him. Is
there anything I can have made
(or make myself) in honor of the
child? I feel it would ease the
minds of those who were truly
bereaved and let the baby boy
rest in peace.

— Wants to Help
Dear Wants: I’m unclear from

your letter whether Rick’s wife
was distant during their entire
marriage, or whether she might
have been suffering from depres-
sion (and possibly psychosis)
after the death of the baby. Be-
cause her behavior was bizarre, I
can only hope she received medi-
cal and psychological care.

That you want to honor your
fiance’s child is commendable,
but before doing anything, talk to
Rick and ask what he would like.
Planting a tree in a park with a
small plaque would make a nice
memorial - or perhaps a scholar-
ship in the baby’s name.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Different colleges result in split

Wife’s handicaps drain husband

Dear Abby
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AFN-TV & Radio
Friday

AFN-Sports, 1:15 a.m.—NBA: San Antonio
at Philadelphia.

AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—College football:
Maryland at Virginia Tech.

AFN-Radio, 1:30 a.m.—College football:
Maryland at Virginia Tech.

AFN-Sports, 3:30 a.m.—NBA: New York at
Houston.

AFN-Sports, 7 a.m.—NFL: NFL Films Game
of the Week II (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Coaches vs. Cancer semifinals, Memphis vs.
St. Mary’s, followed by Mississippi St. vs. Syr-
acuse (dld).

AFN-Sports, 2 p.m.—Tennis: Masters Cup
Houston, Day 4 (dld).

AFN-Sports, 7:30 p.m.—Golf: World Golf
Championships World Cup, 2nd round (dld).

Saturday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—College basketball:

Coaches vs. Cancer third-place game.
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—NFL: Indiana at De-

troit.
AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.—College basketball:

Coaches vs. Cancer championship game.
AFN-Pacific, 3 a.m.—NBA: L.A. Lakers at

Phoenix.
AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Memphis at

Sacramento.
AFN-Sports, 8:30 a.m.—College football:

Air Force Football With Fisher De Berry (dld).
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Motor racing: NASCAR

Trucks Ford 200 (dld).
AFN-Sports, 1:30 p.m.—Tennis: Masters

Cup Houston, Day 5 (dld).
AFN-Pacific, 6 p.m.—College football:

Wake Forest at Miami.
AFN-Radio, 6 p.m.—College football: Okla-

homa at Baylor.
AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m.—College football:

Michigan at Ohio St.
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—College football: Vir-

ginia at Georgia Tech.
AFN-Pacific, 9:30 p.m.—College football:

Auburn at Alabama.
AFN-Sports, AFN-Radio, 10:30 p.m.—Col-

lege football: Wisconsin at Iowa.

All times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas. Visit www.myafn.net
for more information.

Pro football
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 8 1 0 .889 237 152
N.Y. Jets 6 3 0 .667 202 158
Buffalo 3 6 0 .333 143 166
Miami 1 8 0 .111 123 186

South
Indianapolis 6 3 0 .667 298 220
Jacksonville 6 3 0 .667 151 163
Houston 4 5 0 .444 185 223
Tennessee 3 6 0 .333 168 197

North
Pittsburgh 8 1 0 .889 221 147
Baltimore 6 3 0 .667 174 130
Cincinnati 4 5 0 .444 169 179
Cleveland 3 6 0 .333 170 198

West
Denver 6 3 0 .667 199 154
San Diego 6 3 0 .667 262 173
Oakland 3 6 0 .333 165 247
Kansas City 3 6 0 .333 257 238

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 8 1 0 .889 238 152
N.Y. Giants 5 4 0 .556 186 158
Dallas 3 6 0 .333 162 252
Washington 3 6 0 .333 125 150

South
Atlanta 7 2 0 .778 194 184
New Orleans 4 5 0 .444 198 254
Tampa Bay 3 6 0 .333 157 179
Carolina 2 7 0 .222 161 212

North
Green Bay 5 4 0 .556 240 217
Minnesota 5 4 0 .556 242 227
Detroit 4 5 0 .444 164 194
Chicago 4 5 0 .444 155 159

West
St. Louis 5 4 0 .556 203 217
Seattle 5 4 0 .556 206 168
Arizona 4 5 0 .444 167 179
San Francisco 1 8 0 .111 172 261

Sunday’s games
Dallas at Baltimore
St. Louis at Buffalo
Indianapolis at Chicago
Denver at New Orleans
N.Y. Jets at Cleveland
Arizona at Carolina
Tennessee at Jacksonville
Detroit at Minnesota
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
San Francisco at Tampa Bay
Miami at Seattle
San Diego at Oakland
Atlanta at N.Y. Giants
Washington at Philadelphia
Green Bay at Houston

Monday’s game
New England at Kansas City

NFL injury report
NEW YORK — The National Football

League injury report, as provided by the
league:

Sunday
ARIZONA CARDINALS (4-5) AT CAROLINA

PANTHERS (2-7) — Cardinals: QUESTION-
ABLE: LB Karlos Dansby (neck); WR Nate
Poole (hamstring); RB Emmitt Smith (ankle).
PROBABLE: DT Darnell Dockett (groin); CB Re-
naldo Hill (shoulder); LB Leon Joe (groin); QB
Josh McCown (neck). Panthers: DOUBTFUL:
LB Dan Morgan (concussion). QUESTION-
ABLE: LB Brian Allen (pectoral); QB Jake Del-
homme (right thumb); RB Joey Harris (ham-
string); CB Artrell Hawkins (hamstring); RB
Brad Hoover (back); K John Kasay (right
calf); TE Kris Mangum (neck). PROBABLE: T
Todd Fordham (knee); DT Kindal Moorehead
(shoulder); DE Kemp Rasmussen (neck).

ATLANTA FALCONS (7-2) AT NEW YORK GI-
ANTS (5-4) — Falcons: QUESTIONABLE: WR

Brian Finneran (pectoral). PROBABLE: DE
Brady Smith (ankle). Giants: OUT: S Jack
Brewer (lower leg). QUESTIONABLE: RB
Michael Cloud (back); LB Barrett Green
(knee/ankle); C Shaun O’Hara (ankle); T
Marques Sullivan (ankle); S Gibril Wilson
(neck).

DALLAS COWBOYS (3-6) AT BALTIMORE
RAVENS (6-3) — Cowboys: OUT: RB Julius
Jones (shoulder). Ravens: OUT: P Dave Za-
studil (shoulder). QUESTIONABLE: TE Todd
Heap (ankle); CB Chris McAlister (neck); T
Jonathan Ogden (hamstring); CB Deion Sand-
ers (foot). PROBABLE: T Orlando Brown
(knee); G Edwin Mulitalo (toe). PROBABLE: S
Keith Davis (hip). Ravens: OUT: P Dave Za-
studil (shoulder). QUESTIONABLE: TE Todd
Heap (ankle); CB Chris McAlister (neck); T
Jonathan Ogden (hamstring); CB Deion Sand-
ers (foot). PROBABLE: T Orlando Brown
(knee); G Edwin Mulitalo (toe). PROBABLE: T
Orlando Brown (knee); G Edwin Mulitalo
(toe).

DENVER BRONCOS (6-3) AT NEW ORLEANS
SAINTS (4-5) — Broncos: OUT: DT Luther El-
liss (calf); DE Trevor Pryce (back). QUESTION-
ABLE: S John Lynch (back). Saints: DOUBT-
FUL: LB Derrick Rodgers (back). QUESTION-
ABLE: TE Ernie Conwell (shoulder); CB Mike
McKenzie (knee).

DETROIT LIONS (4-5) AT MINNESOTA VI-
KINGS (5-4) — Lions: OUT: LB Boss Bailey
(knee). DOUBTFUL: WR Az-Zahir Hakim (hip).

QUESTIONABLE: DE Jared DeVries (groin);
WR Tai Streets (hamstring); RB Stephen
Trejo (knee). PROBABLE: DT Marcus Bell
(neck); LB Donte’ Curry (knee); DT Shaun
Rogers (neck). Vikings: OUT: LB Raonall
Smith (concussion). DOUBTFUL: WR Randy
Moss (hamstring). QUESTIONABLE: RB
Mewelde Moore (ankle). PROBABLE: C Matt
Birk (abdomen).

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS (6-3) AT CHICAGO
BEARS (4-5) — Colts: OUT: LB Gilbert Gardner
(hamstring); G Tupe Peko (ankle). DOUBT-
FUL: WR Troy Walters (upper arm fracture).
QUESTIONABLE: G Rick DeMulling (chest); S
Mike Doss (groin); T Makoa Freitas (back);
CB Nick Harper (shoulder). PROBABLE: LB
Gary Brackett (shoulder); CB Joseph Jeffer-
son (knee); DE Robert Mathis (groin). Bears:
OUT: LB Marcus Reese (foot); LB Brian
Urlacher (leg). DOUBTFUL: CB Charles
Tillman (knee). QUESTIONABLE: LB Lance
Briggs (foot); S Bobby Gray (groin); RB Tho-
mas Jones (toe). PROBABLE: TE John Gilmore
(chest).

MIAMI DOLPHINS (1-8) AT SEATTLE SEA-
HAWKS (5-4) — Dolphins: OUT: G Jeno James
(knee). QUESTIONABLE: WR Marty Booker
(ankle); DT Mario Monds (hand). PROBABLE:
S Yeremiah Bell (ankle); QB Jay Fiedler
(neck/left shoulder); K Olindo Mare (right
calf); RB Travis Minor (ankle); T John St.
Clair (ankle). Seahawks: OUT: LB Anthony
Simmons (wrist); LB Tracy White (ham-
string). QUESTIONABLE: LB Chad Brown
(knee). PROBABLE: S Ken Hamlin (toe); QB
Matt Hasselbeck (thigh).

NEW YORK JETS (6-3) AT CLEVELAND
BROWNS (3-6) — Jets: OUT: LB Jason Glenn
(forearm); QB Chad Pennington (right shoul-
der). QUESTIONABLE: S Rashad Washington
(foot). PROBABLE: TE Chris Baker (hand); LB
Eric Barton (illness); DE Shaun Ellis (groin); S
Jon McGraw (groin). Browns: DOUBTFUL: WR
Andre King (ankle); TE Chad Mustard (foot).
QUESTIONABLE: WR Andre’ Davis (toe).

PITTSBURGH STEELERS (8-1) AT CINCIN-
NATI BENGALS (4-5) — Steelers: OUT: CB
Chad Scott (quadricep). QUESTIONABLE: TE
Matt Cushing (wrist); RB Verron Haynes
(toe); RB Dan Kreider (shoulder); TE Jay Ri-
emersma (groin); RB Duce Staley (ham-
string); DE Kimo Von Oelhoffen (back). PROB-
ABLE: LB Kendrell Bell (groin); RB Jerome Bet-
tis (knee); LB James Harrison (shoulder); DE
Brett Keisel (hamstring); DE Travis Kirschke
(back); WR Hines Ward (blister/foot). Ben-
gals: QUESTIONABLE: T Willie Anderson
(knee); CB Rashad Bauman (Achilles); LB
Caleb Miller (ankle); CB Deltha O’Neal
(elbow); RB Chris Perry (abdomen); DE Carl
Powell (knee). PROBABLE: CB Reggie Myles
(chest); WR Kevin Walter (ankle).

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS (6-3) AT OAKLAND
RAIDERS (3-6) — Chargers: QUESTIONABLE:
DT Eric Downing (knee); CB Drayton Flo-
rence (ankle); RB Lorenzo Neal (toe); TE Jus-
tin Peelle (ankle). PROBABLE: RB Jesse Chat-
man (toe); WR Tim Dwight (toe); RB LaDaini-
an Tomlinson (groin). Raiders: OUT: TE Court-
ney Anderson (knee); LB Travian Smith
(knee); G Ron Stone (knee). DOUBTFUL: WR
Johnnie Morant (foot). QUESTIONABLE: WR
Alvis Whitted (hip).

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (1-8) AT TAMPA
BAY BUCCANEERS (3-6) — 49ers: OUT: C Jere-
my Newberry (back/knee); CB Ahmed Plum-
mer (neck). DOUBTFUL: LB Richard Seigler
(foot); LB Ray Wells (ankle). QUESTIONABLE:
LB Saleem Rasheed (knee); CB Jimmy Will-
iams (toe). PROBABLE: G Kyle Kosier (shoul-
der/ankle). Buccaneers: OUT: S Jermaine
Phillips (arm). QUESTIONABLE: RB Mike Als-
tott (knee); DT Anthony McFarland (arm).
PROBABLE: QB Brian Griese (right shoulder);
S Dwight Smith (knee).

ST. LOUIS RAMS (5-4) AT BUFFALO BILLS
(3-6) — Rams: OUT: G Chris Dishman (knee).
QUESTIONABLE: S Antuan Edwards (groin);
WR Torry Holt (concussion); WR Dane Look-
er (ankle). PROBABLE: TE Cameron Cleeland
(knee); RB Marshall Faulk (flu); LB Tommy
Polley (hamstring); T Grant Williams (shoul-
der). Bills: DOUBTFUL: WR Josh Reed (knee).

QUESTIONABLE: CB Troy Vincent (knee); S
Coy Wire (abdomen).

TENNESSEE TITANS (3-6) AT JACKSONVILLE
JAGUARS (6-3) — Titans: OUT: WR Tyrone Cal-
ico (knee); DT Albert Haynesworth (elbow);
T Brad Hopkins (hand); S Lance Schulters
(foot); S Tank Williams (knee). QUESTION-
ABLE: RB Chris Brown (toe); LB Rocky Cal-
mus (back); DE Carlos Hall (knee); TE Erron
Kinney (calf); QB Steve McNair (sternum); T
Fred Miller (ankle); LB Robert Reynolds (con-
cussion). Jaguars: OUT: TE George Wrighster
(back). DOUBTFUL: QB Byron Leftwich
(knee). QUESTIONABLE: DT Marcus Stroud
(knee). PROBABLE: CB Juran Bolden (groin);
LB Daryl Smith (knee).

WASHINGTON REDSKINS (3-6) AT PHILA-
DELPHIA EAGLES (8-1) — Redskins: OUT: LB
LaVar Arrington (knee); DE Phillip Daniels
(groin); K John Hall (right groin). QUESTION-
ABLE: LB Mike Barrow (knee). PROBABLE:
WR Rod Gardner (ankle); DT Cornelius Grif-
fin (hip); CB Fred Smoot (shoulder). Eagles:
OUT: RB Reno Mahe (ankle); DE Jerome Mc-
Dougle (knee). DOUBTFUL: LB Nate Wayne
(hamstring). QUESTIONABLE: LB Keith
Adams (ankle); G Jermane Mayberry (calf);
DT Corey Simon (groin); LB Mark Simoneau
(concussion). PROBABLE: K David Akers (left
hip); S Quintin Mikell (ankle/knee); WR Todd
Pinkston (knee); S J.R. Reed (hamstring); TE
L.J. Smith (hamstring/ankle).

GREEN BAY PACKERS (5-4) AT HOUSTON
TEXANS (4-5) — Packers: QUESTIONABLE: RB
Najeh Davenport (hamstring); TE David Mar-
tin (knee). PROBABLE: RB Ahman Green
(knee); DT Grady Jackson (illness/knee); S
Darren Sharper (knee). Texans: DOUBTFUL:
CB Jason Simmons (head). QUESTIONABLE:
LB Antwan Peek (ankle); T Todd Wade
(ankle); DE Gary Walker (foot). PROBABLE:
RB Tony Hollings (hamstring); G Chester
Pitts (ankle).

Monday
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (8-1) AT KANSAS

CITY CHIEFS (3-6) — Patriots: OUT: CB Ty
Law (foot). DOUBTFUL: CB Tyrone Poole
(knee). QUESTIONABLE: WR Deion Branch
(knee); LB Matt Chatham (hamstring). PROB-
ABLE: QB Tom Brady (right shoulder); QB Jim
Miller (right shoulder). Chiefs: DOUBTFUL:
RB Priest Holmes (knee); TE Kris Wilson
(ankle). QUESTIONABLE: LB Monty Beisel
(calf); CB Dexter McCleon (hamstring); DT
Junior Siavii (ankle). PROBABLE: CB William
Bartee (foot); RB Derrick Blaylock (knee); DT
John Browning (shoulder); TE Jason Dunn
(back); WR Dante’ Hall (hand); DE Vonnie
Holliday (abdomen); T Willie Roaf (shoul-
der); T John Welbourn (knee).

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1. Kansas (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. Ver-

mont, Friday.
2. Wake Forest (1-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Virginia Commonwealth, Thursday.
3. Georgia Tech (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Alabama State, Friday.
4. North Carolina (0-0) did not play. Next:

at Santa Clara, Friday.
5. Syracuse (2-0) did not play. Next: vs. No.

12 Mississippi State, Thursday.
6. Illinois (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. Dela-

ware State, Friday.
7. Oklahoma State (0-0) did not play. Next:

vs. Northwestern State, Friday.
8. Connecticut (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Buffalo, Saturday.
9. Kentucky (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Coppin State, Saturday.
10. Arizona (1-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Wright State, Thursday.
11. Duke (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. Ten-

nessee-Martin, Saturday.
12. Mississippi State (2-0) did not play.

Next: vs. No. 5 Syracuse, Thursday.
13. Michigan State (0-0) did not play. Next:

vs. Florida A&M, Friday.
14. Louisville (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Iowa, Monday.
15. Maryland (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Jackson State, Friday.
16. Texas (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Texas State, Friday.
17. Pittsburgh (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Howard, Saturday.
18. Alabama (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Western Carolina, Friday.
19. North Carolina State (1-0) beat New Or-

leans 92-58. Next: vs. Elon, Thursday.
20. Notre Dame (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Harvard, Friday.
21. Wisconsin (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Pennsylvania, Saturday.
22. Washington (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Seattle Pacific, Friday.
23. Florida (0-0) did not play. Next: at Jack-

sonville, Friday.
24. Memphis (2-0) did not play. Next: vs. St.

Mary’s, Calif., Thursday.
25. Gonzaga (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Portland State, Friday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Merrimack 80, Mass.-Lowell 68
Pitt.-Johnstown 83, Bloomsburg 75

SOUTH
Anderson, S.C. 78, Mars Hill 70

Elizabeth City St. 75, Bluefield St. 62
Rollins 88, Puerto Rico-Mayaguez 47
Tampa 102, Puerto Rico-Cayey 58

MIDWEST
Cardinal Stritch 95, Indiana-Northwest 86
Concordia, Neb. 56, Bellevue 54
Findlay 100, Urbana 76
Huntington 72, St. Xavier 68
Indiana Tech 105, Ohio St.-Lima 64
Lewis 69, St. Francis, Ill. 68
Missouri-Rolla 72, St. Louis Pharmacy 33
Northwestern, Iowa 93, Dana 72
St. Francis, Ind. 93, Madonna 76
Wayne, Neb. 88, Peru St. 55

SOUTHWEST
S. Arkansas 90, West Alabama 64

TOURNAMENTS
BCA Invitational

First Round
East Carolina 80, Pepperdine 58
Elon 73, Fairleigh Dickinson 59
N.C. State 92, New Orleans 58
Oregon St. 69, Siena 67

Preseason NIT
Quarterfinals

Michigan 69, Colorado 60
EXHIBITION

Ball St. 79, Taylor 51
Hofstra 77, N.Y. Tech 53
Rutgers 88, Georgetown, Ky. 70

Wednesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Pace 79, Concordia, N.Y. 48
SOUTH

Benedict 64, Voorhees 50
Eckerd 60, Palm Beach Atlantic 45
North Florida 77, Flagler 48

MIDWEST
Augustana,S.D. 75, Si Tanka-Huron 66
Lake Superior St. 86, Central St., Ohio 67
Morningside 80, Northwestern, Iowa 58
Rio Grande 79, Pikeville 62
Washburn 85, Rockhurst 62

SOUTHWEST
Henderson St. 92, Jarvis Christian 45

TOURNAMENT
Preseason NIT

Semifinals
Notre Dame 76, Duke 65
Ohio St. 78, Arizona 45

EXHIBITION
Coker 82, Converse 56
Hofstra 77, N.Y. Tech 53
Rollins 67, Puerto Rico-Mayaguez 53
Tampa 82, Puerto Rico-Cayey 25

College football
AP Top 25 schedule

Thursday, Nov. 18
No. 15 Virginia Tech vs. Maryland

Saturday, Nov. 20
No. 2 Auburn at Alabama
No. 2 Oklahoma at Baylor
No. 4 California vs. Stanford
No. 5 Utah vs. BYU
No. 7 Michigan at Ohio State
No. 8 Louisville at Houston
No. 9 Wisconsin at No. 17 Iowa
No. 10 Florida State vs. Florida
No. 12 Miami vs. Wake Forest
No. 13 Boise State vs. Louisiana Tech
No. 14 LSU vs. Mississippi
No. 15 Tennessee at Vanderbilt
No. 18 Virginia at Georgia Tech
No. 19 Boston College at Temple
No. 24 UTEP vs. SMU

Tennis
ATP Masters Cup

Wednesday
At The West Side Tennis Club

Houston
Purse: Singles, $3.7 million; Doubles,

$750,000
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Round Robin
Blue Group

Standings: Andy Roddick (2), 1-0; Marat
Safin (4), 1-0; Guillermo Coria (6), 0-1; Tim
Henman (7), 0-1.

Red Group
Carlos Moya (5), Spain, def. Gaston Gaudio

(8), Argentina, 6-3, 6-4.
Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Lley-

ton Hewitt (3), Australia, 6-3, 6-4.
Standings: Federer, 2-0; Hewitt, 1-1; Moya

1-1; Gaudio, 0-2.

Golf
Dunlop Phoenix

Thursday
At Phoenix Country Club

Miyazaki, Japan
Purse: $1.89 million

Yardage: 6,901; Par: 70
First Round

Tiger Woods, United States 33-32—65
Kaname Yokoo, Japan 34-34—68
Hideto Tanihara, Japan 33-36—69
Kim Jong-duk, South Korea 33-36—69

Craig Parry, Australia 35-34—69
Katsumasa Miyamoto, Japan 37-33—70
Taichi Teshima, Japan 35-35—70
Katsunori Kuwabara, Japan 35-35—70
Hiroyuki Fujita, Japan 37-34—71
Keiichiro Fukabori, Japan 34-37—71
Toru Taniguchi, Japan 36-35—71
Ryoken Kawagishi, Japan 34-37—71
Kenichi Kuboya, Japan 36-35—71
Go Higaki, Japan 35-36—71
Daniel Chopra, Sweden 36-35—71
Robert Allenby, Australia 36-35—71

Also
Todd Hamilton, United States 36-37—73
Thomas Bjorn, Denmark 38-37—75

College soccer
Men’s Division I tournament

First Round
Friday, Nov. 19

Akron (13-4-3) at Michigan (10-7-4)
Western Illinois (11-5-1) at Northwestern

(14-5-2)
Santa Clara (15-5-0) at California (12-3-3)
George Washington (9-8-4) at North Caroli-

na (10-8-2)
UCF (10-6-2) at Florida International

(11-6-0)
College of Charleston (16-5-1) at South

Carolina (12-6-1)
Memphis (16-3-1) at Ohio State (10-6-2)
Coastal Carolina (14-7-1) at Duke (14-5)
Dartmouth (7-3-6) at Boston University

(10-7-2)
Michigan State (12-6-1) at Tulsa (10-6-3)
Portland (11-7-2) at Washington (11-6-2)

Saturday, Nov. 20
Marist (11-7-0) at Connecticut (11-7-3)
Long Island University (9-6-4) at American

(14-5-2)
Hofstra (11-9-1) at Seton Hall (12-6-3)
Cal State Northridge (11-5-2) at Loyola

Marymount (10-7-3)
Wisconsin-Milwaukee (13-4-3) at San Fran-

cisco (14-4-1)

Women’s Division I tournament
Third Round

Friday, Nov. 19
Texas (15-6-2) at Portland (19-3-0)

Saturday, Nov. 20
Santa Clara (16-4-2) at North Carolina

(19-0-2)
Nebraska (14-8-0) at Illinois (15-5-2)
Boston College (16-6-0) at Princeton

(17-2-0)
Connecticut (18-6-1) at. Notre Dame

(21-1-1)
Duke (14-7-0) at UCLA (15-6-0)
Maryland (9-6-4) at Washington (16-4-1)

Sunday, Nov. 21
Tennessee (17-4-2) at Ohio St. (18-3-3)

Deals
Wednesday’s transactions

By The Associated Press
BASEBALL

American League
DETROIT TIGERS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Troy Percival on a two-year contract.
National League

CINCINNATI REDS—Named Jeff Brookens,
Ray Hayward and Rick Sellers scouts. Pro-
moted Paul Pierson to assistant director of
amateur scouting.

HOUSTON ASTROS—Named Enos Cabell
and Al Pedrique special assistants to the
general manager.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Purchased the
contract of SS J.J. Hardy, OF Brad Nelson,
RHP Luis Pena, RHP Mike Hones and LHP Jeff
Housman. Agreed to terms with C Pat Bor-
ders on a minor league contract.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Named Rich
Dubee pitching coach, Marc Bombard
first-base coach, Bill Dancy third-base
coach and Milt Thompson hitting coach.

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Agreed to terms with
INF Damian Jackson, INF Jesse Garcia, RHP
Marty McLeary and RHP Mike Brunet on
minor league contracts.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS—Activated G Da-
juan Wagner from the injured list. Placed F
Anderson Varejao on the injured list.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS—Placed F Toni Kukoc
on the injured list. Activated G Mike James
from the injured list.

NEW ORLEANS HORNETS—Placed G Baron
Davis on the injured list. Activated G Tim
Pickett from the injured list.

American Basketball Association
HARLEM—Announced the team name will

be Revival.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
BALTIMORE RAVENS—Signed P Nick Mur-

phy. Placed FB Ovie Mughelli on injured re-
serve.

DENVER BRONCOS—Signed G Tyson Clabo
to the practice squad. Waived RB Kris Briggs
from the practice squad.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Signed OL Trevor
Hutton from the practice squad. Signed OL
Joe Iorio to the practice squad. Released TE
Bryan Fletcher.

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS—Signed RB Ah-
maad Galloway to the practice squad. Re-
leased OT Reese Hicks from the practice
squad.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Signed DB Ken-
trell Curry and RB Sultan McCullough to the
practice squad. Released DE Charles Alston
and K Jay Taylor from the practice squad.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

KANSAS CITY WIZARDS—Re-signed MF
Diego Gutierrez to a multiyear contract.

COLLEGE
APPALACHIAN STATE—Announced the res-

ignation of Roachel J. Laney, athletic direc-
tor.

EAST CAROLINA—Announced the resigna-
tion of John Thompson, football coach, effec-
tive at the end of the season.

EASTERN NEW MEXICO—Promoted Mark
Ribaudo from defensive coordinator to foot-
ball coach.

FORDHAM—Named Margaret Ellis director
of men’s basketball operations.

SAINT MARTIN’S—Announced the resigna-
tion of Clyde Reis, women’s volleyball
coach.

SPRINGFIELD—Named Heather Sharp and
Scott Foulis women’s assistant basketball
coaches.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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9:30 p.m. Saturday
AFN-Pacific

Game time is Central European.

Auburn at Alabama

BY JOHN ZENOR

The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ala-
bama has the nation’s top pass de-
fense and ranks second overall.
No team in major college football
allows fewer points than No. 2 Au-
burn.

Welcome to this year’s edition
of the Iron Bowl — sure to be a de-
fensive struggle.

Saturday’s game at Bry-
ant-Denny Stadium will feature
two of the best defenses around
— units built on speed, sound fun-
damentals and simply making
more big plays than they allow.

“This will probably be one of
the best defenses, if not the best,
defense we’ll see, no matter how
many games we have left or who
we play,” Auburn coach Tommy
Tuberville said.

“I think it’s the fastest defense
we’ve seen all year,” Alabama of-
fensive coordinator Dave Rader
said of the Tigers.

Alabama (6-4, 3-4 Southeastern
Conference) is allowing just 230
total yards per game and has
given up just eight passing touch-
downs.

Clearly, Alabama defensive co-
ordinator Joe Kines knew what
he was doing despite criticism for
an inconsistent group last season.

“Joe Kines took a lot of ridicule
last year and obviously has made

a lot of people look silly,” said Tu-
berville, a longtime friend of
Kines.

The Tigers (10-0, 7-0) are allow-
ing just 9.3 points per game, few-
est in the nation, and rank fifth in
total defense, eighth against the
pass and 12th against the run.
Plus, they’ve allowed a single
touchdown on the ground head-
ing into a matchup against the
league’s top rushing offense.

“They run to the football and
tackle,” Rader said. “They play
well and if somebody makes a
mistake, they make up for them
and somebody’s there to make
the tackle. They swarm to the foot-
ball very well. It’s quite impres-
sive.”

The Tigers are led by the
league’s top pass rush, an under-
sized but quick and athletic line-
backing corps and a secondary di-
rected by safety Junior Roseg-
reen and cornerback Carlos Rog-

ers, one of five finalists for the
award given to the nation’s top de-
fensive player.

“They play lights-out football,”
Alabama offensive tackle Wesley
Britt said. “They run around and
they hustle and they never quit.”

Alabama’s defense is led by a
deep group of linebackers that Au-
burn offensive coordinator Al
Borges said is “as good as any
we’ve seen.”

Tide safety Charlie Peprah said
the biggest difference from last
year’s group is “the attitude of the
guys.” He said watching film
from last year’s Iron Bowl
showed a tendency to have one or
two players out of position, lead-
ing to big plays by the offense.

“We’re just running the stuff
better and we’re practicing to get
better, not just to get through it
and go home,” Peprah said.

“We take the initiative our-
selves to try to be perfect. That’s
a big difference.”

The defenses will face vastly
different challenges Saturday.

Auburn boasts the league’s top
scoring offense, a diverse attack
built around tailbacks Ronnie
Brown and Carnell Williams and
quarterback Jason Campbell.

“It may be the best offense I’ve
seen on tape in the last 15 years,”
Kines said. “If you sat down and
you wrote a list of things you’d

like to have offensively to be suc-
cessful, they’ve pretty much got
the whole list covered.”

The Tide mostly rides the re-
lentless running of Kenneth
Darby, the league’s No. 2 rusher.
Auburn defensive coordinator
Gene Chizik said Alabama is “def-
initely the best rushing team” the

Tigers have faced this year.
“Darby is a super football play-

er,” said Chizik, whose defense
hasn’t allowed a team to reach
150 yards rushing this season.

“The offensive line is big and
physical and they’re running on
everybody,” he said. “They run
the ball well for a reason.”

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Steve Spur-
rier has agreed to take over as
football coach at South Carolina if
Lou Holtz retires at the end of the
season, The Tennessean of Nash-
ville reported in Thursday’s edi-
tions.

An announcement regarding
Spurrier, who won a national
championship at Florida, is ex-
pected next week, the newspaper
said, citing an anonymous source
close to the situation.

South Carolina spokesman
Kerry Tharp denied the report.
He said the 67-year-old Holtz still
needs to decide whether to return
for a seventh season with the
Gamecocks.

“Let’s let him make that assess-
ment,” Tharp told The Associated
Press. “I can’t comment on what

people are speculating. I’d just as
soon leave it at that.”

Several times this season Holtz
has said he felt tired and worn
out. He’s also mentioned that
Spurrier would be a good choice
to succeed him.

This week, as the Gamecocks
(6-4, 4-4 Southeastern Confer-
ence) prepared for Saturday’s
game with Clemson, Holtz ad-
dressed reports that South Caroli-
na contacted Spurrier.

“I’ve talked to Steve,” Holtz
said. “I don’t want to go in that di-
rection, but I have talked to him.
We talked about how you cure a
slice, his son, etc. Steve’s a good
friend of mine, as I said. All I
want to talk about is Clemson,
Clemson, Clemson. That’s all.

That’s the only thing on my
mind.”

There was much speculation
that Spurrier would return to Flor-
ida next season, following the re-
cent firing of Ron Zook. But Spur-
rier pulled his name out of the
running, saying coaching 12
years at one school was probably
enough.

Spurrier and Holtz are friends.
Spurrier helped Holtz’s wife,
Beth, obtain an appointment with
Florida’s NCAA faculty advisor
Dr. Nicholas Cassisi for treat-
ment for her throat cancer. When
Beth Holtz was in the university’s
surgical center for several weeks,
Spurrier’s wife, Jerri, checked on
her several times to see what she
needed.

“He didn’t have to do any of
that,” Holtz said in 1999. “He’s
got a million other things on his
mind. I was out of coaching.”

Spurrier, 59, went 20-13-1 in
three seasons at Duke before tak-
ing over at Florida, his alma
mater, in 1990. The Gators won
six Southeastern Conference
championships and the 1996 na-
tional title under Spurrier. He
posted 122 victories over 12 sea-
sons, tormented opponents with
his offensive flair and witty
one-liners, and left town with the
best winning percentage in
league history.

Spurrier abruptly left after the
2001 season, taking over the
Washington Redskins. Spurrier
resigned after two seasons with a
12-20 record.

BY MARK JOHNSON

The Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Army coach
Bobby Ross concedes that on paper his
team doesn’t match up well with UAB.

But if the Black Knights (2-7, 2-5 Confer-
ence USA) play “error free” football, Ross
said he thinks they can upend the Blazers
on Saturday in Army’s final home game of
the season.

UAB is “bigger than most NFL teams,”
Ross said. “They’ve got us by size and
they’ve got us by speed. They’re a better
football team than we are, but that doesn’t
mean we can’t win … I still feel we have a
good chance.”

The Blazers (6-3, 4-2) are coming off a
20-7 victory over Houston. Coach Watson
Brown shuffled his staff going into that
game, moving assistants Rick Christophel
and Woodrow Lowe to work with the defen-
sive line after his team gave up 104 points
in two straight losses.

The move paid off as the Blazers became
bowl-eligible and appeared to regain some
of their early season momentum.

UAB is seeking its first bowl game since
moving to Division I-A in 1996. The Blaz-
ers have won at least six games twice since
2000 but have never made the postseason.

“Getting bowl eligible and getting taken

are two different things,” Brown said.
“These kids deserve the opportunity. At
least we’ve gotten that piece taken care of,
but there’s still a lot of football left to play.”

UAB’s attack is led by Roddy White, the
leading receiver in Division I. He is averag-
ing 127 yards a game and 20 yards per
catch and has scored 11 touchdowns this
year.

“He will draw a lot of attention because
when you see him out there a red flag goes
up,” said Ross, who was critical of his
team’s defense in its 45-31 loss to Tulane
last week.

Quarterback Darrell Hackney has been

another impressive performer for UAB,
throwing for 2,248 yards and 20 TDs with
just six interceptions this season. Under
him, UAB is averaging slightly more than
32 points a game to rank 21st nationally.

He’ll be facing a defense that ranks last
among 117 Division I schools in allowing
opponents 514 yards of offense a game.
The Black Knights also give up 36 points a
game.

The Blazers, ranked 92nd in total de-
fense, will have to contend with Army run-
ning back Carlton Jones, ranked as the
country’s 10th leading rusher. Jones, aver-
aging 126 yards rushing a game, has 16
TDs on the season and has given the Black
Knights a much-needed spark this year.

Steve Spurrier

Newspaper says ex-Florida coach will step in if Holtz retires after season

Black Knights face long odds against Blazers in final home game

AP

Cornerback Carlos Rogers, left, part of Auburn’s fifth-ranked defense,

defends against Georgia’s Reggie Brown (1) during the Tigers’ 24-6

victory last weekend in Auburn, Ala.

Auburn, Alabama bring steel-trap defenses to Iron Bowl

Report: Spurrier bound for South Carolina
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DRIVERS TO WATCH

After 35 of 36 races

1. Kurt Busch 6,346

2. Jimmie Johnson 6,328

3. Jeff Gordon 6,325

4. Dale Earnhardt Jr. 6,274

5. Mark Martin 6,264

6. Tony Stewart 6,161

7. Ryan Newman 6,102

8. Elliott Sadler 5,963

8. Matt Kenseth 5,963

10. Jeremy Mayfield 5,942

11. Jamie McMurray 4,451

12. Kasey Kahne 4,225

13. Bobby Labonte 4,145

14. Dale Jarrett 4,123

15. Kevin Harvick 4,094

16. Jeff Burton 3,847

17. Rusty Wallace 3,813

18. Joe Nemechek 3,796

19. Michael Waltrip 3,766

20. Sterling Marlin 3,742

Kurt Busch
will win the cham-
pionship if he
wins the Ford
400. He can also
win the champi-
onship if he finish-
es second and
earns five bonus
points for leading
at least one lap.

Jimmie John-
son has four vic-
tories and five
top-10 finishes in
the last five races
to close to within
18 points of the
lead. It’ll all be
wasted if he has
a poor showing
this week.

Jeff Gordon,
still very much in
the title hunt, has
scored four
top-10 finishes in
five races at
Homestead, but
it’s one of only
four Nextel Cup
tracks where
he’s never won.

POINTS RACERace 36: Ford 400, 6 p.m. Sunday CET, AFN-Sports.

FAST FACTS

Last race: Jimmie Johnson won for the fourth time in five races and moved within 18 points of
standings leader Kurt Busch by taking the Mountain Dew Southern 500 in Darlington, S.C. Five
drivers head into this weekend’s finale separated by just 82 points.

Last year: Bobby Labonte won the Ford 400 after Bill Elliott’s rear tire exploded on the last
lap.

Nextel Cup qualifying record

Jamie McMurray, 181.111
mph, 2003

Nextel Cup race record

Bobby Labonte, 116.868 mph,
Nov. 16, 2003

Season’s last race will determine NASCAR’s next champion
BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

F
orget the math or the infi-
nite number of potential
scenarios to determine
who will win NASCAR’s

Nextel Cup title.

There should be only one strate-
gy for the five drivers still eligible
to win the title Sunday at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway: win the
race and don’t worry about what
the other competitors are doing.

With five racers separated by
82 points headed into the final
event of NASCAR’s 10-race
Chase for the Nextel Cup Champi-
onship, a crew chief could go mad
trying to crunch the numbers to
figure out what his driver has to
do to win.

So why even bother?

“We’ll have a ‘Go for broke’ atti-
tude,” said four-time series cham-
pion Jeff Gordon. “We have noth-

ing to lose, we’ll give it everything
we’ve got, and hope to come out
on top.

“We have to win.”

Kurt Busch heads into the fina-
le with an 18-point lead over Jim-
mie Johnson. Gordon trails Busch
by 21 points, Dale Earnhardt Jr.
is 72 out and Mark Martin is 82
points behind.

The race is so tight that even if
Gordon wins and leads the most
laps, he can still lose the title if
Busch simply finishes second.

The only sure bet is Busch. If
he wins the race, he wins his first
series title no matter what the oth-
ers do.

Under the current scoring sys-
tem, a win earns 180 points, a
last-place finish gets 34 points
and all the positions in between
are staggered. Five-point bonuses
are given to any driver who leads
a lap, and an additional five-point
bonus is awarded for leading the
most laps in a race.

So if Busch wins the race, he is
guaranteed 185 points. Even if
Johnson, or Gordon, or anyone
else finishes second and earned
two bonuses — five points for
leading one lap, and five more for
leading the most laps — it would
still only equal 180 points, not
enough to overcome the lead
Busch already has.

“I think if I’m Kurt, I would be
really nervous,” said Earnhardt.
“He’s in the situation where, you
know, it’s really basically up to
him and his team to win or lose
it.”

Earnhardt and Martin have a
much tougher battle ahead be-
cause, for all practical purposes,
it’s a three-man chase. Both of
them can only hope to play the
spoiler.

At 72 points back, Earnhardt
needs a terrific finish and hope
the three drivers ahead of him all
have horrible finishes.

If Junior won the race and led

the most laps, Busch would have
to finish 29th or worse and not
lead a lap for Earnhardt to win
the title. But Earnhardt would
still have to contend with Gordon
and Johnson and hope both of
them also finished well behind
him.

“We dug ourselves a pretty big
hole, and it will be difficult to
climb out and still win this cham-
pionship,” Earnhardt said.

“We’re going to have to be the
best team at Homestead as well
as the luckiest.

“‘I think the Boston Red Sox
kind of showed everybody this
year what a team can achieve by
not giving up, so we’ll go into
Homestead as a team still with a
chance to win the championship.”

Martin is in the same situation.
Still searching for his first series
title, he’s stopped thinking about
how to win it and focused instead
on the only thing he can control.

“We are 82 out, but we still

have a shot, but it really doesn’t
matter because we are going
there to try and win the [race]
and that’s really all we can do,”
Martin said.

The points scenario is similar
to the 1992 race, when four driv-
ers battled for that title.

In the season-ending event at
Atlanta Motor Speedway, the late
Davey Allison started with a
30-point lead over the late Alan
Kulwicki. Allison was 40 points
up on Bill Elliott.

Allison needed to finish sixth or
better to clinch the title, but after
running sixth for much of the
race, he crashed with Ernie
Irvan. Kulwicki and Elliott were
left to decide the title, and be-
cause Kulwicki led the most laps
in the race, he clinched the
10-point bonus.

Elliott won the race, Kulwicki
finished second and won the title
because he led a single lap more
than Elliott.

It could get just as wild at
Homestead.

NASCAR NEXTEL CUPNASCAR NEXTEL CUP

The last time a
points race was
this close heading
into the final event
was 1992, when six
drivers were sepa-
rated by 113 points.
Alan Kulwicki won
that year. … The
polesitter has won
this race two of the
last three years. …
NASCAR chairman
Brian France an-
nounced Monday
that the new points
system will be re-
tained next year.

AP PHOTOS; PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MORGAN LOOSLI/Stars and Stripes

The five drivers in contention for the Nextel Cup entering Sunday’s season finale in Homestead, Fla.: Dale Earnhardt Jr., Jimmie Johnson, Kurt Busch, Mark Martin and Jeff Gordon.

Full-throttle finale

BUSCH SERIESBUSCH SERIES

This week: Ford 300 at Homestead,
Fla. (Tape-delayed, 9 a.m. Saturday,
AFN-Sports).
Last race: Martin Truex Jr. clinched
the series championship with his
fourth-place finish in the Bi-Lo 200 in
Darlington, S.C. Truex entered the race
with a 160-point lead over Kyle Busch,
who damaged his car in a collision early
before getting into another accident on
lap 100. Jamie McMurray won for the
second straight week.
Last year: Brian Vickers, 20, became
NASCAR’s youngest champion ever,
claiming the Busch title with an
11th-place finish behind first-time win-
ner Kasey Kahne. David Green finished
ninth and wound up 14 points back, the
second-closest margin in series history.
Fast facts: This is the final race of the
season. ... Truex is the first driver to win
a Busch championship in his first full
season on the circuit since Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. took the first of his two consec-
utive titles in 1998.

CRAFTSMAN TRUCKCRAFTSMAN TRUCK

This week: Ford 200 at Homestead,
Fla. (Tape-delayed, 2 a.m. Sunday,
AFN-Sports).
Last race: Kasey Kahne, a Nextel Cup
rookie, won the Darlington 200 in his
first truck start. Dodge claimed the top
five places and the manufacturer’s title.

Last year: Controversy clouded the
finish of the closest championship in
the history of the series, with Travis
Kvapil winning the title and Ted Mus-
grave winding up angry in third in the
Ford 200. Musgrave was penalized for
darting out of line during a caution and
pulling to the left alongside Dennis Set-
zer before they reached the starting
line. Bobby Hamilton won the race.

INDY RACINGINDY RACING

Last race: Helio Castroneves picked
up his first win in 19 races by taking the
season-ending Chevy 500 at Texas
Motor Speedway. Series champion
Tony Kanaan finished second and be-
came the first driver in any major series
to complete every lap of a season.

CHAMP CARSCHAMP CARS

Last race: Sebastien Bourdais over-
came a spin and a sticky gearbox to win
his first Champ Car title, beating team-
mate Bruno Junqueira with a
flag-to-flag victory in the Mexican
Grand Prix.

FORMULA ONEFORMULA ONE

Last race: Juan Pablo Montoya won in
his final race for Williams-BMW, beat-
ing future McLaren teammate Kimi
Raikkonen in the Brazilian Grand Prix on
Oct. 24.
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NFL injury update
Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol-
lowed by team’s prognosis. (See Score-
board on Page 24 for complete injury re-
port provided by the league):
Panthers: QB Jake Delhomme (thumb)
did not practice on Wednesday and is
questionable for Sunday’s game.
Vikings: WR Randy Moss (hamstring)
is listed as doubtful, but the team has
said he will not play this week.
Jaguars: QB Byron Leftwich (knee) is
doubtful. David Garrard will start in his
place.

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS

The Associated Press

IRVING, Texas — Bill Parcells
is tired of the question because
the answer hasn’t changed. He’s
still not ready for rookie Drew
Henson to play quarterback in
Dallas.

Despite the souring season,
with the Cowboys (3-6) losing five
of their last six games, Parcells
strongly reiterated Wednesday
that the wait will continue for the
team’s quarterback of the future.

“I’ve tried to explain it about 50
different ways,” Parcells said.

“It’s not being stubborn,” he
said. “It’s a well thought out, ana-
lytical, reasonable approach and
I have given a lot more thought to
it than any single person.”

Henson has been the backup
quarterback the past three
games, but his only action has
been as a holder on kicks. Even
though the Cowboys’ last three
losses were by more than 20
points each, he didn’t get a single
snap at quarterback in any of
those games.

The New York Giants, who
have one more win than Dallas,
replaced Kurt Warner with rook-
ie Eli Manning this week. Pitts-
burgh has won all seven games
since rookie Ben Roethlisberger
became the starter, and Craig
Kenzel is 3-0 with Chicago.

Still, Parcells hasn’t been
swayed to play Henson.

“It’s not that I wouldn’t like to
find out about the player, I want
to do that,” he said. “But right
now, I don’t think it’s the time. So
that’s it. It’s going to stay that way
for a while.”

Parcells said it would take
about two hours to explain every-
thing that goes into his thought
process about Henson. Without
elaborating, Parcells said he
didn’t want to put the young quar-

terback in the wrong situation at
the wrong time.

Henson’s last QB snap in a
meaningful game was for Michi-
gan in the 2001 Citrus Bowl. He
then played three seasons in pro-
fessional baseball before joining
the Cowboys.

Part of Parcells’ reluctance to
change quarterbacks has been
the wrong message it could send
that the focus was switching to
the future and away from this sea-
son.

“We are trying to win here. We
are not running a tryout camp,”
Parcells said. “It’s as simple as
that. The other player gives us a
better chance to win the game.
That is what I am trying to do.”

Vinny Testaverde has 2,305
yards passing and is on pace to be
the first Cowboys quarterback
with more than 4,000 yards. Only
Don Meredith has thrown for
more through the first nine
games of a season (2,369 yards in
1966).

Testaverde, who reunited with
Parcells last summer and turned
41 Saturday, isn’t bothered by the
talk about Henson.

“I’m experienced enough to re-
alize how the process works, how
most people view things and see
things,” said Testaverde, who is
in his 18th NFL season. “But it
doesn’t stop me from trying to
come out and compete and win a
game.”

While with the New York Jets,
Testaverde was replaced by Chad
Pennington. He knows Henson is
next in line in Dallas.

“Eventually, that process will
take place ... whether it’s this
week, next week or a month from
now, a year from now.” Testaver-
de said. “Whenever it is, it will
happen. That’s not my decision.
It’s one man’s decision. He’s
going to make the call.”

And Parcells isn’t saying when
that might happen.

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Tennes-
see quarterback Steve McNair
practiced with the first team
Wednesday, but coach Jeff Fisher
said whether the co-MVP of 2003
plays Sunday against Jackson-
ville remains a game-time deci-
sion.

McNair has not played since
bruising his chest for the second
time in the second quarter of a
20-3 loss at Minnesota on Oct. 24.

He went straight from practice
Wednesday to the training room

for treatment,
then had a
meeting and
did not speak
to reporters.

But Fisher
said practic-

ing is not the issue with McNair.
“Throwing, running around is

not the issue, but he appears to be
better at this point. We will see
how he moves around. We be-
lieve he is improving and we are
encouraged at where he is right
now, but we still have to wait,
probably in all likelihood until
game time,” Fisher said.

The Titans (3-6) worry that an-
other hit to the chest could knock
out McNair for another two to
three weeks, and there’s a chance
neither starting offensive tackle
will play.

Pro Bowl left tackle Brad Hop-
kins had surgery to repair broken
bones in his right hand Wednes-
day and will be replaced by Jason
Mathews, an 11-year veteran.
Mathews also has started at right
guard and tight end this season
for the banged-up Titans.

They also might be without vet-
eran right tackle Fred Miller who
has struggled with a sore right
ankle the past couple weeks. Mill-
er would have left last week’s
19-17 overtime loss to Chicago if
Hopkins had not broken his hand.

“I don’t want to go out there
and hurt the team. But with us
being so thin, I definitely need to
give it a shot and go out there and
try to play. We’ll see what hap-
pens later on in the week,” Miller
said.

If Miller can’t play, he likely
would be replaced by sec-
ond-year lineman Todd Williams,
who appear in a game last season
and has played in only one game
this year.

No fine for alleged spitting

ASHBURN, Va. — The NFL
will not fine Washington Red-
skins safety Sean Taylor after
looking into allegations that a Cin-
cinnati player was spit on during
Sunday’s game.

Bengals coach Marvin Lewis
said one of his players was spit on
during Cincinnati’s victory. Lewis
did not name either player in-
volved, although comments from
receiver T.J. Houshmandzadeh
implied the culprit was Taylor.

The league, as it does every
week, carefully examined every
play from the game and found in-
sufficient evidence for action.

“Sean Taylor will not be fined,”
NFL spokesman Michael Signora
said Thursday. “There was no
video evidence to support a fine.”

Taylor has not commented on
the matter. The No. 5 overall
draft pick from Miami hasn’t spo-
ken to the media since he was ar-
rested and charged with drunken
driving on Oct. 28.

Redskins coach Joe Gibbs said
Wednesday he had not discussed
the spitting matter with Taylor.

“It really hasn’t been a big deal
to me,” said Gibbs, who added: “I
don’t have a clue what’s hap-
pened here.”

Terrell downplays citations

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Chicago
Bears wide receiver David Ter-
rell said Wednesday his arrest on
multiple traffic violations was not
a major issue, just a ticket.

But once again the team had to
explain the actions of its 2001
first-round draft pick, whose an-
tics have often overshadowed his
performance since he joined the
team.

Chicago police spokeswoman
Patrice Harper said officers spot-
ted Terrell driving his SUV errati-
cally as he tried to pass another
vehicle on a city street Tuesday
night. He was cited for reckless
driving, failure to yield and fail-
ure to stay in his lane. He also

was cited for driving on a sus-
pended license and driving with-
out insurance, Harper said.

Police spokesman Pat Camden
said there were no problems
when Terrell was stopped.

Terrell has met with coach
Lovie Smith to explain the situa-
tion.

“I’m disappointed in what hap-
pened, you’re talking about the
traffic ticket, correct?” Smith
said.

Smith said the team would deal
with the situation.

Panthers’ Davis has surgery

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Caroli-
na running back Stephen Davis
had microfracture surgery on his
right knee, and the surgery is po-
tentially career threatening.

But the Panthers downplayed
the severity of it Wednesday.
Backup running back DeShaun
Foster had the same procedure in
2002 and didn’t miss a beat, but
wide receiver Patrick Jeffers had
it and never played again.

“I think everybody is differ-
ent,” Panthers General Manager
Marty Hurney said. “Stephen is
competitive and has drive and de-
termination. It was just done and
it will be a process that takes sev-
eral months. We’ll take it as it
goes.”

Davis played in only two games
this season before having arthro-
scopic surgery Sept. 17 to clean
out torn cartilage in his knee. He
played in one game after the pro-
cedure, but every time he tried to
practice, his knee would swell.

Carolina put him on injured re-
serve last week, and he had the
procedure Tuesday that requires
doctors to drill holes into the knee-
cap.

Cowboys RB Jones practices

IRVING, Texas — Julius Jones
practiced for the first time in al-
most two months Wednesday but
isn’t expected to play this week
for the Dallas Cowboys.

The rookie running back has
been out since he broke his left
shoulder in his NFL debut, the
Cowboys’ 19-12 win over Cleve-
land on Sept. 19.

Coach Bill Parcells listed Jones
as “out” for Sunday’s game at Bal-
timore. He said he wasn’t sure
when Jones would play.

LINE, FROM BACK PAGE

The results are obvious. The
line was so dominating during a
27-3 victory over the Eagles on
Nov. 7 that television repeatedly
showed replays displaying holes
big enough for a bus to drive
through — or for the Bus, Jerome
Bettis, to run through.

“We realized that we’re going
to run the ball six, seven times in
a row and you just run it,” Faneca
said. “Just pounding it and driv-
ing it and running, we feed off
that.”

Jeff Hartings, a nine-year veter-
an at center and the team’s most
experienced lineman, agrees it
would be difficult for any line to
be playing much better.

Offensive line coach Russ
Grimm might not agree — after
all, he played on one of the
best-known lines ever for the
Super Bowl champion Redskins.
But he appreciates what he’s see-
ing, even if it has been for only
about a half-season.

“Now, can we do it consistent-
ly?” he said. “That’s the toughest
thing.”

Vincent doesn’t see any let-
down coming.

“What’s crazy about this year
is, after practice, a lot of us know
the things we need to work on and
we’ll just work on it ourselves,”
he said. “We take pride in what
we’re doing.”

The Steelers are proving an of-
fensive line need not be studded
with expensive high draft picks to
be successful. While Faneca and
Smith are big-money players, Vin-
cent was an undrafted rookie free
agent in 2001 and Ross didn’t
play a game in 1999 or 2000 after
the Cowboys let him go following
a brief trial in 1998.

“The fall of the offense last
year fell on our shoulders,” Fane-
ca said. “So we take a little re-
spect for ourselves knowing that
us playing well is helping out the
offense this year.”

Parcells: It’s not

time for Henson

McNair practices
but status unclear

Line: Sticking to the run
gave OL confidence
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BY DAN GELSTON

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Terrell
Owens apologized Thursday to
anyone offended by his role in a
steamy segment with actress Nic-
ollette Sheridan for the intro to
“Monday Night Football.”

“I felt like it was clean, the or-
ganization felt like it was a clean
skit and I think it just really got
taken out of context with a lot of
people and I apologize for that,”
Owens said.

“Personally I didn’t think it
would have offended anyone
and, if it did, I apologize.”

ABC and the Eagles also apolo-
gized this week, with the team

saying they wished the segment
“hadn’t aired.”

The opening, which has gener-
ated complaints to ABC and the
Federal Communications Com-
mission, showed Sheridan wear-
ing only a towel and provocative-
ly asking Owens to skip the
game for her as the two stood
alone in a locker room. She
drops the towel and jumps into
Owens’ arms.

Owens had no idea the intro
would create such a backlash.

“I thought it was a fun skit and
that was it,” Owens said.

Owens, a flashy player known
for his outrageous touchdown
celebrations, seemed to believe
the skit was generating contro-
versy because of his participa-

tion, not because of simulated nu-
dity.

“Anything I get involved with,
I’m obviously a target,” he said.
“It happened.”

When asked if he was shocked
the story was making the front
page of newspapers around the
country, Owens quipped, “I al-
ways make the front page.”

Terrell Owens

The Associated Press

If ABC hoped to generate a lit-
tle bit more buzz for “Monday
Night Football” and “Desperate
Housewives,” its steamy intro to
the Dallas-Philadelphia game
sure did the trick.

Two days after the network
aired the segment featuring Ea-
gles star receiver Terrell Owens
and actress Nicollette Sheridan,
coaches and players were still
talking about it.

Reaction ranged from amuse-
ment to anger. Indianapolis Colts
coach Tony Dungy found it racial-
ly offensive.

“To me that’s the first thing I
thought of as an African-Ameri-
can,” Dungy said Wednesday.

“I think it’s stereotypical in
looking at the players, and on the
heels of the Kobe Bryant incident
I think it’s very insensitive. I
don’t think that they would have
had Bill Parcells or Andy Reid or
one of the owners involved in
that,” he added, a reference to the
coaches in the game.

ABC’s intro showed Sheridan
wearing only a towel and provoca-
tively asking Owens to skip the
game for her as the two stood
alone in a locker room. She drops
the towel and jumps into Owens’
arms. Owens is black and Sheri-
dan is white.

“If that’s what we have to do to
get ratings, I’d rather not get
them,” Dungy said. “I realize that
ratings pays us in this league, but
if that’s what we have to do, I’m
willing to take a pay cut.”

Philadelphia quarterback Dono-
van McNabb wasn’t quite as
vocal, saying he didn’t find the
segment offensive and believed
people were overreacting.

“Some people do different
things,” McNabb said. “Not say-
ing that my wife would allow me
to do that, but it’s just something
that was done, and you move on.”

Michael Powell, chairman of
the Federal Communications
Commission, had a different
view, questioning ABC’s judg-
ment in airing the scene.

“I wonder if Walt Disney would
be proud,” he said.

ABC is owned by The Walt Dis-
ney Co. The FCC will review com-
plaints and decide whether or not
to open an investigation that
could result in a fine against the
network.

The segment drew complaints
from viewers and the NFL. ABC
Sports apologized for using the in-
troduction to promote its show,
“Desperate Housewives.”

Dungy’s comment, however,
was the first that mentioned race.
He also said the segment played
off stereotypes of athletes.

“That athletes are sexual preda-
tors and that that stuff is more im-
portant than what’s going on on
the field. That a guy was more
concerned with that than the
game, that’s a terrible message to
send,” Dungy said. “I’m particu-
larly sensitive to that. It could
have been any player and I would
have been outraged, but being an
African-American, it particularly
hurt me.”

A decade ago Dungy was out-
spoken about the lack of black
coaches in the NFL. There are
currently five, including Dungy
and Lovie Smith, whose Bears
will face Dungy’s Colts on Sun-
day.

“I thought it was in bad taste
also,” Smith said. “You could say
that it was pretty close to porno-
graphic, so any time that happens
on prime time, something is
wrong.”

But Smith didn’t find it racially
offensive.

“I really can’t go that far,” he
said. “I saw a naked lady with an
athlete, period. Black, white, that
doesn’t really matter an awful lot
to me.”

Dungy said ABC had asked the
Colts, who played on Monday
night last week, “to do some
things I thought would make our
players look a little bit silly (al-
though) nothing like that.”

“We kind of declined,” he said.
Some players were also

shocked.
“My mouth dropped when I

saw that,” said Washington tight
end Mike Sellers, who was watch-
ing the game with his wife. “I
said, ‘Did they actually plan this
on TV?’ ”

But at least one of his team-
mates wasn’t bothered.

“I thought it was kind of cool,
myself,” linebacker Marcus
Washington said. “I enjoyed the
skit.”

Owens apologizes for
his role in ‘MNF’ skit

Dungy: Monday Night Football
introduction racially offensive
Reaction to segment featuring Eagles WR Owens,
actress Sheridan ranges from anger to amusement

AP

Indianapolis Colts coach Tony
Dungy, above, found the intro to
“Monday Night Football,” promot-
ing ABC’s show “Desperate
Housewives” and depicting white
actress Nicollette Sheridan trying
to seduce Eagles WR Terrell

Owens, who is black, racially
offensive.

BY JOHN MARSHALL

The Associated Press

DENVER — Carmelo Antho-
ny’s smile is back, and so is his
game.

Hours after prosecutors
dropped a drug charge against
him, Anthony scored 30 points to
help Denver hold off the Toronto
Raptors 112-106 Wednesday
night. Kenyon Martin added 24
points and 16 rebounds to give
the Nuggets the 1-2 combination
they had been hoping for.

Anthony was charged with
drug possession on Oct. 15 after
he was caught with marijuana in
his backpack. A friend came for-
ward and said the drugs were his,
but the negative attention clearly
affected “Melo” early in the sea-
son.

Not anymore.
After shooting 27 percent the

first four games, Anthony has
made 36 of 76 shots the past four,
scoring at least 30 points twice.

More importantly, he has been
more aggressive and the smile
that characterized his stellar rook-
ie season has returned.

“A little bit early in the season I
was thinking about it, worrying
about what they were going to do,
but now I try to put basketball in
the middle and work everything
else around it,” Anthony said.

He learned before the game
that prosecutors had dismissed
the charges and the good news
seemed to give him a lift.

He was aggressive early — just
as he had been in his previous
three games — driving hard to
the basket for layups and fouls.

Anthony had 18 points by half-
time and added eight in the third
quarter to help the Nuggets rally
from a poor second quarter.

Anthony also had a key block in
the closing minutes and made all
16 of his free throws, including
two with 5.6 seconds left to seal
Denver’s second victory in three
games since a 1-4 start.

“Carmelo is active and not set-

tling for jump shots,” Nuggets
coach Jeff Bzdelik said. “He is
taking balls to the hole and hitting
the offensive glass, and those
kinds of things are needed for
him to be a complete scorer.”

The Raptors didn’t shoot well
after a sizzling end to the first
quarter, but spread the scoring
around with six players in double
figures. Jalen Rose had 30 points
— going 15-for-16 on free-throw
attempts — Chris Bosh added 15
and Vince Carter 14.

Where the Raptors had trouble
was on defense.

Toronto was outscored 56-26 in-
side and spent most of the game
reaching on defense, sending the
Nuggets to the free-throw line 34
times. Denver did its part, mak-
ing 30 after entering the game at
69 percent, and took advantage of
defensive lapses in the second
half to hit 24 of 39 shots after
shooting 35 percent in the first.

“We did enough things to win
the game and scored enough
points. We just didn’t get stops
when we needed them,” said Tor-
onto coach Sam Mitchell, whose
team has lost five of six since a
3-0 start.

Toronto’s biggest problem was
slowing the combination of Antho-
ny and Martin.

The pair was expected to give
Denver a powerful front line after
Martin signed in the offseason,
but Anthony’s early troubles and
K-Mart’s sore knee kept them
from living up to the hype.

They sure did this time.
Denver played without center

Marcus Camby and power for-
ward Nene due to hamstring inju-
ries, and Martin did his best to
make up for their absence with
his usual aggressive play.

Charging in for dunks and clear-
ing out space for rebounds, Mar-
tin made 11 of 23 shots, grabbed
five offensive rebounds and had a
spectacular dunk off Andre Mill-
er’s pass over the backboard to
put the Nuggets up 110-106 with
13 seconds left.

AP

Denver Nuggets forwards Kenyon Martin, left, and Carmelo Anthony

celebrate after Martin’s basket helped seal the Nuggets’ 112-106

victory over the Toronto Raptors in Denver on Wednesday.

Relieved Anthony
steps up his game
Hours after marijuana charge is dropped,
Nugget scores 30 in victory over Raptors
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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 4 4 .500 —
Boston 3 3 .500 —
Toronto 4 5 .444 ½
New York 2 4 .333 1
New Jersey 2 6 .250 2

Southeast Division
Miami 6 3 .667 —
Orlando 5 3 .625 ½
Washington 4 4 .500 1½
Atlanta 2 6 .250 3½
Charlotte 1 5 .167 3½

Central Division
Indiana 6 2 .750 —
Cleveland 4 3 .571 1½
Detroit 4 3 .571 1½
Milwaukee 3 3 .500 2
Chicago 0 6 .000 5

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 6 1 .857 —
Dallas 7 2 .778 —
Houston 4 5 .444 3
Memphis 3 5 .375 3½
New Orleans 0 7 .000 6

Northwest Division
Seattle 8 1 .889 —
Utah 6 2 .750 1½
Minnesota 4 3 .571 3
Portland 3 4 .429 4
Denver 3 5 .375 4½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 6 2 .750 —
L.A. Clippers 5 4 .556 1½
L.A. Lakers 5 4 .556 1½
Sacramento 4 4 .500 2
Golden State 2 7 .222 4½

Wednesday’s games
Orlando 107, Utah 92
Indiana 93, Atlanta 86
Washington 110, Boston 105, OT
Detroit 93, Minnesota 85
Seattle 79, New Jersey 68
Phoenix 95, New Orleans 84
Miami 113, Milwaukee 106
Denver 112, Toronto 106
Memphis 101, Portland 82
Golden State 98, Chicago 85
L.A. Lakers 103, L.A. Clippers 89

Thursday’s games
Cleveland at Charlotte
San Antonio at Philadelphia
New York at Houston

Friday’s games
Seattle at Toronto
Utah at Miami
San Antonio at Boston
Indiana at Detroit
New York at Dallas
Chicago at Denver
L.A. Lakers at Phoenix
Milwaukee at Portland
Memphis at Sacramento

Saturday’s games
Houston at L.A. Clippers
Utah at Atlanta
Charlotte at Cleveland
Orlando at Indiana
Washington at New Jersey
Minnesota at New Orleans

Memphis at Golden State
Sunday’s games

San Antonio at Toronto
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers
Seattle at Boston
Philadelphia at Miami
Charlotte at Detroit
Cleveland at New York
Houston at Portland
Dallas at Denver
Milwaukee at Sacramento
Chicago at L.A. Lakers

Wednesday
Magic 107, Jazz 92

UTAH — Kirilenko 3-8 6-6 12, Boozer 12-22
3-4 27, Collins 3-8 2-2 8, Giricek 2-7 2-3 6, Ar-
royo 3-7 4-4 10, Harpring 0-3 4-4 4, Okur 5-10
3-3 13, McLeod 0-3 0-0 0, Bell 4-10 2-2 10, Bor-
chardt 1-2 0-0 2, Eisley 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 33-82
26-28 92.

ORLANDO — Hill 13-18 6-6 32, Howard 2-5
1-3 5, Cato 3-5 3-4 9, Stevenson 3-6 1-1 7, Fran-
cis 11-16 10-14 33, Garrity 2-6 0-0 6, Battie 1-8
1-2 3, Turkoglu 4-13 3-4 12, Augmon 0-1 0-0 0,
Nelson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 39-79 25-34 107.

Utah 28 18 29 17— 92
Orlando 21 24 26 36—107
Three-Point Goals—Utah 0-8 (Arroyo 0-1,

Harpring 0-1, Bell 0-1, Eisley 0-2, Kirilenko
0-3), Orlando 4-9 (Garrity 2-3, Francis 1-1,
Turkoglu 1-5). Fouled out—None. Rebound-
s—Utah 50 (Kirilenko, Bell, Boozer 8), Orlan-
do 50 (Howard 10). Assists—Utah 23 (Arroyo
6), Orlando 20 (Francis 11). Total fouls—Utah
27, Orlando 19. Technicals—Cato. A—13,386
(17,248).

Pacers 93, Hawks 86
ATLANTA — Harrington 12-19 6-10 30, Walk-

er 7-21 0-4 16, Collier 2-5 0-0 4, Diaw 1-2 2-2 4,
Anderson 2-8 0-0 4, Drobnjak 1-6 0-0 2, Barry
3-7 0-0 8, Ivey 3-5 1-1 8, Childress 2-4 5-6 10,
Willis 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 33-78 14-23 86.

INDIANA — Artest 8-12 8-8 24, Croshere
5-10 1-2 13, O'Neal 8-16 9-11 25, Jackson 4-10
0-0 9, Tinsley 3-8 0-0 8, Bender 2-6 1-2 5,
F.Jones 0-4 4-4 4, Gill 1-1 2-2 5, Harrison 0-1
0-0 0. Totals 31-68 25-29 93.

Atlanta 31 18 13 24—86
Indiana 16 26 22 29—93
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 6-17 (Barry 2-4,

Walker 2-9, Ivey 1-1, Childress 1-2, Har-
rington 0-1), Indiana 6-14 (Tinsley 2-3, Crosh-
ere 2-4, Gill 1-1, Jackson 1-3, Bender 0-1, Art-
est 0-1, F.Jones 0-1). Fouled out—Jackson. Re-
bounds—Atlanta 44 (Anderson, Walker 7), In-
diana 51 (Croshere, O'Neal 13). Assists—At-
lanta 20 (Walker 5), Indiana 20 (Tinsley 6).
Total fouls—Atlanta 28, Indiana 23. A—14,632
(18,345).

Wizards 110, Celtics 105
BOSTON — Davis 6-14 2-3 14, LaFrentz 5-7

2-3 13, Blount 2-6 2-2 6, Pierce 8-25 18-20 37,
Payton 6-15 4-5 17, Gugliotta 0-3 0-0 0,
Welsch 3-5 0-0 6, Jefferson 2-4 0-0 4, Banks
1-3 0-1 2, Allen 1-2 2-2 4, Perkins 1-1 0-0 2, Mc-
Carty 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 35-87 30-36 105.

WASHINGTON — Jeffries 5-9 5-6 15, Jami-
son 8-24 9-12 27, Haywood 2-9 2-4 6, Hughes
7-14 6-6 21, Arenas 8-25 7-7 25, Ruffin 0-0 0-0
0, Hayes 3-9 7-8 14, Peeler 0-0 0-0 0, Dixon 1-1
0-0 2, Profit 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-91 36-43 110.

Boston 24 18 42 16 5—105
Washington 32 23 17 28 10—110
Three-Point Goals—Boston 5-14 (Pierce

3-8, LaFrentz 1-2, Payton 1-3, Davis 0-1),
Washington 6-18 (Jamison 2-5, Arenas 2-7,
Hayes 1-1, Hughes 1-3, Jeffries 0-2). Fouled
out—Blount, LaFrentz, Hayes. Rebounds—-
Boston 53 (LaFrentz 9), Washington 69 (Hugh-
es 12). Assists—Boston 20 (Payton 7), Wash-
ington 23 (Hughes, Arenas 7). Total fouls—-
Boston 28, Washington 32. Technicals—Bos-
ton Defensive Three Second, Gugliotta,
Washington Defensive Three Second, Wash-
ington coach Jordan, Arenas, Jamison.
A—14,613 (20,674).

Pistons 93, Timberwolves 85
MINNESOTA — Szczerbiak 2-10 3-3 8, Gar-

nett 9-22 5-6 24, Olowokandi 2-3 0-1 4, Cassell
1-4 1-1 3, Sprewell 8-13 6-6 24, Hassell 1-3 0-0
2, Griffin 3-9 1-1 7, Carter 0-0 0-0 0, Hudson
5-10 0-0 11, Hoiberg 0-1 0-0 0, Madsen 0-0 2-2
2. Totals 31-75 18-20 85.

DETROIT — Prince 9-13 0-0 19, R.Wallace
4-9 0-0 8, B.Wallace 3-11 1-1 7, Billups 7-16 5-5
21, Hamilton 6-18 11-14 24, McDyess 1-2 0-0 2,
Delfino 1-2 0-0 2, Campbell 4-6 0-0 8, Hunter
1-6 0-0 2, Coleman 0-0 0-0 0, Ham 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 36-83 17-20 93.

Minnesota 25 20 18 22—85
Detroit 20 21 33 19—93
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 5-15

(Sprewell 2-4, Garnett 1-1, Szczerbiak 1-2,
Hudson 1-5, Hoiberg 0-1, Griffin 0-2), Detroit
4-14 (Billups 2-5, Prince 1-1, Hamilton 1-3,
R.Wallace 0-2, Hunter 0-3). Fouled out—Cas-
sell. Rebounds—Minnesota 48 (Garnett 13),
Detroit 48 (B.Wallace 10). Assists—Minneso-
ta 20 (Cassell 5), Detroit 23 (Billups 8). Total
fouls—Minnesota 23, Detroit 21. Techni-
cals—Minnesota Defensive Three Second,
Minnesota coach Saunders, Detroit Defen-
sive Three Second, B.Wallace. A—22,076
(22,076).

Grizzlies 101, Trail Blazers 82
MEMPHIS — Battier 5-6 0-2 12, Gasol 5-5 5-6

15, Wright 4-10 1-1 9, Wells 11-18 1-1 25, Will-
iams 1-6 1-1 4, Miller 2-5 0-0 5, Swift 2-5 3-5 7,
Jones 2-5 1-2 6, Watson 3-4 1-1 7, Cardinal 2-3
3-3 7, Tsakalidis 1-2 0-0 2, Humphrey 1-3 0-0
2. Totals 39-72 16-22 101.

PORTLAND — Abdur-Rahim 4-6 2-2 10, Ran-
dolph 5-17 6-8 16, Ratliff 1-1 1-1 3, Anderson
3-8 2-4 9, Stoudamire 3-10 0-0 7, Miles 3-8 4-6
10, Van Exel 1-7 2-2 4, Przybilla 1-3 1-2 3,
Patterson 2-5 3-6 7, Telfair 1-3 0-0 2, Outlaw
5-6 1-2 11, Carlisle 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 29-74
22-33 82.

Memphis 23 30 29 19—101
Portland 20 20 15 27— 82
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 7-13 (Battier

2-2, Wells 2-2, Jones 1-1, Miller 1-3, Williams
1-4, Humphrey 0-1), Portland 2-9
(Stoudamire 1-3, Anderson 1-3, Telfair 0-1,
Van Exel 0-2). Fouled out—None. Rebound-
s—Memphis 49 (Gasol, Wright 10), Portland
46 (Randolph, Przybilla 7). Assists—Mem-
phis 32 (Williams, Watson 7), Portland 18
(Telfair 6). Total fouls—Memphis 26, Port-
land 21. Technicals—Memphis Defensive
Three Second, Portland Defensive Three Sec-
ond, Van Exel. A—14,176 (19,980).

SuperSonics 79, Nets 68
SEATTLE — Lewis 6-14 2-5 17, Evans 0-1 2-4

2, James 1-3 0-0 2, Allen 5-15 4-4 14, Ridnour
4-7 2-2 10, Radmanovic 5-11 2-2 14, Daniels
3-8 0-0 6, Fortson 2-2 10-12 14, Collison 0-3 0-0
0. Totals 26-64 22-29 79.

NEW JERSEY — E.Williams 1-4 1-2 3, Collins
1-2 1-2 3, Mourning 3-8 4-4 10, Jefferson 9-22
2-2 20, Planinic 3-6 3-3 9, Scalabrine 2-4 0-0 4,
A.Williams 1-2 2-2 4, Vaughn 0-1 0-0 0, Buford
1-4 0-0 2, Best 5-10 3-3 13. Totals 26-63 16-18
68.

Seattle 13 23 17 26—79
New Jersey 11 18 17 22—68
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 5-15 (Lewis 3-4,

Radmanovic 2-6, Daniels 0-2, Allen 0-3), New
Jersey 0-7 (Scalabrine 0-1, Best 0-1, Planinic
0-2, Jefferson 0-3). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Seattle 38 (Evans 7), New Jersey 46
(Jefferson 10). Assists—Seattle 12 (Daniels
4), New Jersey 9 (Jefferson, Planinic, E.Will-
iams 2). Total fouls—Seattle 23, New Jersey
29. Technicals—Seattle Defensive Three Sec-
ond, Radmanovic, Fortson, Mourning.
A—12,127 (19,860).

Heat 113, Bucks 106
MIAMI — Butler 3-7 0-0 6, Haslem 2-2 3-4 7,

O'Neal 9-11 8-16 26, E.Jones 8-14 9-11 27,
Wade 6-10 6-12 18, D.Jones 3-8 8-8 17, Ander-
son 2-6 0-0 4, Doleac 1-1 0-0 2, Allen 3-4 0-0 6.
Totals 37-63 34-51 113.

MILWAUKEE — Smith 2-5 0-0 4, Van Horn
10-14 0-0 23, Gadzuric 2-6 1-2 5, Redd 12-19
7-7 33, M.Williams 4-9 2-2 11, Santiago 0-2 0-0
0, Mason 5-14 8-10 18, James 3-7 5-7 11, Strick-
land 0-3 1-2 1. Totals 38-79 24-30 106.

Miami 24 16 36 37—113
Milwaukee 23 20 22 41—106
Three-Point Goals—Miami 5-16 (D.Jones

3-7, E.Jones 2-7, Anderson 0-1, Butler 0-1), Mil-
waukee 6-9 (Van Horn 3-3, Redd 2-3, M.Will-
iams 1-1, Strickland 0-1, James 0-1). Fouled
out—Wade, M.Williams. Rebounds—Miami
55 (Haslem 9), Milwaukee 35 (Smith, Van
Horn 6). Assists—Miami 23 (Wade 7), Milwau-
kee 23 (M.Williams 6). Total fouls—Miami 24,
Milwaukee 37. Technicals—Miami Defensive
Three Second, Wade. A—15,891 (18,717).

Nuggets 112, Raptors 106
TORONTO — Bosh 5-5 5-5 15, Carter 5-15 3-6

14, Woods 2-4 3-4 7, Rose 7-16 15-16 30, Al-
ston 4-16 2-2 12, Bonner 5-9 0-0 10, Moiso 1-2
2-2 4, Murray 2-4 0-0 4, Palacio 0-3 0-0 0, Peter-
son 4-8 0-0 10. Totals 35-82 30-35 106.

DENVER — Martin 11-23 2-5 24, Anthony
7-18 16-16 30, Elson 4-9 0-0 8, Buckner 4-6 0-0
9, Miller 6-12 2-3 14, Tskitishvili 1-3 0-0 2,
Boykins 4-8 3-3 11, D.Johnson 3-4 5-5 12, Rus-
sell 0-0 2-2 2, White 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40-84
30-34 112.

Toronto 29 32 25 20—106
Denver 26 30 30 26—112
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 6-22 (Peter-

son 2-6, Alston 2-8, Rose 1-3, Carter 1-4, Mur-
ray 0-1), Denver 2-8 (D.Johnson 1-1, Buckner
1-2, White 0-1, Boykins 0-1, Miller 0-1, Antho-
ny 0-2). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—Toron-
to 50 (Moiso 11), Denver 50 (Martin 16). As-
sists—Toronto 18 (Alston 6), Denver 25 (Mill-
er 7). Total fouls—Toronto 29, Denver 27.
Technicals—Murray, Miller, Martin 2.
A—14,818 (19,099).

Suns 95, Hornets 84
PHOENIX — Richardson 2-10 0-0 4, Marion

9-16 2-2 23, Stoudemire 14-22 10-18 38, Nash
6-10 2-2 16, Johnson 4-7 0-0 9, Jacobsen 1-3
0-0 2, Hunter 1-2 1-2 3, Voskuhl 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 37-70 15-24 95.

NEW ORLEANS — Lynch 3-7 0-0 6, Brown
6-12 0-0 12, Magloire 5-12 0-0 10, Armstrong
5-17 0-0 11, Wesley 8-16 2-2 19, Andersen 3-4
0-0 6, Garcia 2-5 0-0 4, Nailon 2-5 0-0 4, Smith
1-4 0-0 2, West 5-8 0-0 10, Harrington 0-1 0-0
0. Totals 40-91 2-2 84.

Phoenix 18 24 27 26—95
New Orleans 22 17 23 22—84
Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 6-14 (Marion

3-5, Nash 2-2, Johnson 1-1, Jacobsen 0-2, Rich-
ardson 0-4), New Orleans 2-15 (Wesley 1-3,
Armstrong 1-9, Lynch 0-1, Harrington 0-1,
Smith 0-1). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—-
Phoenix 43 (Marion 9), New Orleans 50
(Brown 10). Assists—Phoenix 22 (Nash 12),
New Orleans 27 (Wesley 9). Total fouls—-
Phoenix 10, New Orleans 17. A—11,359
(17,200).

Warriors 98, Bulls 85
CHICAGO — Chandler 1-9 1-2 3, Nocioni

5-10 2-2 13, Curry 2-3 0-0 4, Piatkowski 5-6 0-0
13, Hinrich 6-15 2-2 15, Duhon 3-10 1-2 7, Deng
1-5 2-2 4, A.Davis 3-5 0-0 6, Harrington 0-1 2-2
2, Gordon 5-11 0-0 12, Griffin 1-5 2-2 4, Reiner
1-2 0-0 2. Totals 33-82 12-14 85.

GOLDEN STATE — Murphy 7-17 2-2 17, Dun-
leavy 3-9 3-4 10, C.Robinson 5-10 0-0 12, Rich-
ardson 11-24 1-4 27, Claxton 5-10 4-4 14,
D.Davis 0-4 1-2 1, Cheaney 0-1 0-0 0, Fisher
4-4 3-3 13, Najera 0-1 0-0 0, Foyle 0-1 0-0 0,
Sesay 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 37-84 14-19 98.

Chicago 22 22 20 21—85
Golden State 27 29 24 18—98
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 7-21 (Piat-

kowski 3-4, Gordon 2-4, Nocioni 1-3, Hinrich
1-6, Deng 0-1, Duhon 0-3), Golden State 10-21
(Richardson 4-7, Fisher 2-2, C.Robinson 2-5,
Murphy 1-2, Dunleavy 1-3, Claxton 0-2).
Fouled out—Claxton. Rebounds—Chicago 49
(Nocioni 9), Golden State 54 (D.Davis 9). As-
sists—Chicago 26 (Hinrich 10), Golden State
25 (Claxton 11). Total fouls—Chicago 25,
Golden State 25. A—14,866 (19,596).

Lakers 103, Clippers 89
L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 10-15 2-2 23,

Brand 7-16 0-0 14, Wilcox 5-11 4-6 14, Mag-
gette 9-25 3-3 24, Jaric 2-10 0-0 4, Livingston
0-4 0-0 0, Moore 3-4 0-0 6, Ross 1-5 0-0 2, Brun-
son 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 38-92 9-11 89.

L.A. LAKERS — Butler 5-10 3-4 14, Odom 4-7
3-3 11, Mihm 4-7 7-8 15, Bryant 9-16 5-5 23, At-
kins 7-16 1-2 17, Cook 5-12 1-2 12, Walton 2-2
0-0 5, Grant 3-4 0-0 6, Brown 0-2 0-0 0, Rush
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 39-76 20-24 103.

L.A. Clippers 24 22 25 18— 89
L.A. Lakers 29 24 22 28—103
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 4-12 (Mag-

gette 3-7, Simmons 1-1, Jaric 0-4), L.A. Lakers
5-16 (Atkins 2-8, Walton 1-1, Butler 1-2, Cook
1-4, Bryant 0-1). Fouled out—Simmons. Re-
bounds—L.A. Clippers 49 (Brand 11), L.A. Lak-
ers 48 (Grant 7). Assists—L.A. Clippers 23
(Jaric 7), L.A. Lakers 24 (Bryant 11). Total
fouls—L.A. Clippers 23, L.A. Lakers 15.
A—18,997 (18,997).

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — Larry Brown
was coaching again, Ben Wallace and
Chauncey Billups were in the lineup again,
and the Detroit Pistons defense showed up,
too.

After allowing more than 100 points in
back-to-back losses, De-
troit shut down the Min-
nesota Timberwolves
down the stretch en
route to a 93-85 victory
Wednesday night.

“Having Chauncey
and Ben back was more important than
me, that’s for sure,” Brown said. “Losing
those two has a big effect on your team.”

Billups, who missed the Pistons’ loss in
Utah with a sprained ankle, had 15 of his
21 points in the third quarter.

“I just wanted to be aggressive out
there,” he said. “We played the way we
play — good defense and we took stuff
away from Minnesota.”

Wallace was out two games because of a
death in his family, but returned to help De-
troit hold Minnesota scoreless during a key
six-minute stretch of the fourth.

“That’s our game,” he said. “Our legs
were fresh and we were able to play tight
defense.”

Brown missed five games, including
three losses, with a hip problem. The team
announced an hour before the game that
he would probably not coach, but he joined
the team during pregame introductions.
Brown had a special chair at courtside to
ease the pain.

“I felt stupid — Joe Dumars told me that
I must be the first coach to ever be a
game-time decision,” Brown said.

Richard Hamilton led Detroit with 24
points and Tayshaun Prince added 19.

Kevin Garnett had 24 points and 13 re-
bounds for Minnesota, while Latrell
Sprewell scored 24.

“Detroit makes it tough on you, because
all five of their players go to the basket,”
Garnett said. “They make you beat them
by shooting jump shots, and you can’t win a
game that way.”

Pacers 93, Hawks 86: At Indianapolis,
Jermaine O’Neal had 25 points and 13 re-
bounds to offset a dazzling performance by
friend and former teammate Al Har-
rington.

Harrington, who spent his first six sea-
sons in Indiana before being traded in the
offseason for Stephen Jackson, scored 30
points on 12-for-19 shooting in his first
game against his former team.

Wizards 110, Celtics 105 (OT): Antawn
Jamison scored 27 points, Gilbert Arenas
had 25, and host Washington shut out Bos-
ton for the first 4:47 of overtime.

Jared Jeffries added a career-high 15
points in his first start of the season. He
also blocked a jumper by Paul Pierce in
overtime and drew a crucial charge on
Pierce in the extra period.

Magic 107, Jazz 92: At Orlando, Grant
Hill scored 32 points and Steve Francis
had season highs of 33 points and 11 assists
for the Magic.

Mostly shooting jumpers over Andrei

Kirilenko, usually a dependable defensive
stopper, Hill was 13-for-18 in his best offen-
sive performance since scoring 36 points
against Minnesota on April 10, 2000.

SuperSonics79,Nets 68: Despite start-
ing the first half 0-for-10 and the second
half 0-for-8, Seattle got some timely of-
fense from Rashard Lewis and improved
the NBA’s best record to 8-1.

Seattle’s eighth straight win came on the
road against a Nets team that had more
fouls (29) than field goals (26) and commit-
ted 23 turnovers.

Suns 95, Hornets 84: Amare Stou-
demire’s career-high 38 points — one night
after he scored 34 at Dallas — led Phoenix
over the winless Hornets.

The host Hornets attempted only two
foul shots, tying an NBA low and breaking
the team mark they set in Milwaukee on
Saturday night when they took only three.

Heat 113, Bucks 106: At Milwaukee,
Shaquille O’Neal scored a season-high 26
points, and Eddie Jones had 27 to help
Miami beat the Bucks for the second time
in four days.

Dwyane Wade added 18 points and
seven assists.

Grizzlies 101, Trail Blazers 82: Bonzi
Wells scored 25 points against his former
team, and Memphis beat Portland for its
first road victory of the season.

Pau Gasol added 15 points and 10 re-
bounds for the Grizzlies, who led by as
many as 34.

Warriors 98, Bulls 85: Jason Richard-
son had 27 points, eight rebounds and four

assists, and Golden State beat winless Chi-
cago.

Speedy Claxton added 14 points and 11
assists before fouling out late for the War-
riors, who won at home for the first time in
four games this season.

Lakers 103, Clippers 89: Kobe Bryant
had 23 points, six rebounds and a sea-
son-high 11 assists, and Chucky Atkins
scored 12 of his 17 points in the first 6½
minutes of the fourth quarter for the Lak-
ers.

The Lakers are 18-3 against the Clippers
at Staples Center since the arena opened
five years ago, and have a 27-3 record in
the last 30 games between the teams.

NBA scoreboard

Full-strength Pistons top T-wolves

AP

Detroit Pistons guard Chauncey Billups (1)

shoots over Minnesota Timberwolves guard

Sam Cassell on Wednesday.
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The Associated Press

SEVILLE, Spain — English
golfer Paul Casey apologized
Thursday for derogatory com-
ments he made about Americans.

Casey was quoted in English
newspapers saying he “hated”
Americans. He said he’d made
the statement in the context of the
attitude he had going into the
Ryder Cup two months ago,
which Europe won in a landslide
against the United States.

“I’d like to apologize and do ev-
erything I could to take it back,”
Casey said Thursday, after shoot-
ing an-11-under par 61 with part-
ner Luke Donald in the World
Cup.

Ireland’s Padraig Harrington
and Paul McGinley and Austria’s
Martin Wiegele and Markus
Brier shared the first-round lead
with a score of 60.

Casey, 27, lives in Scottsdale,
Arizona, attended college at Arizo-
na State and will play full-time
next season on the U.S. PGA
Tour. He said he had been be-
sieged with “huge negative feed-
back, a lot of nasty stuff” after his
comments were widely reported
on Wednesday.

He said he explained himself to
American golfers Bob Tway and
Scott Verplank, who are playing
in the tournament in Seville.

“I think they understood. At
least I hope they did,” he said.

A headline quoting Casey in
Wednesday’s The Mirror newspa-
per read: “Americans are stupid.

I hate them.” He went on in the
story to criticize the choice of
Tom Lehman as 2006 American
Ryder Cup captain.

“I regret what I said. Unfortu-
nately the story has been run with
and there is nothing I can do
about that,” Casey said. “I can’t
do anything to correct it now. I
wish I could.

“I have nothing against the
States whatsoever. I wouldn’t live
there if I did. I pay my taxes
there, my coach, girlfriend and
friends are there. I wish I could
take it back.”

Casey said it was his mistake to
ever use the word “hate,” even
though it was meant in the con-
text of a sports event.

“Unfortunately there was a line
I said, which I can’t deny I said. It
was said off the cuff and maybe
taken out of context, but nonethe-
less it was there,” he added. “I
shouldn’t have used the word.
That was my error.”

U.S. keeps Jamaica from
advancing in Cup qualifying

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Jamaica
failed to advance in World Cup
qualifying, tying the United
States 1-1 Wednesday in a game
the Reggae Boyz needed to win.

For the Americans, the match
was merely a tuneup and a
chance to give several young play-

ers World Cup qualifying experi-
ence. The Americans, who got a
goal from Eddie Johnson, won a
spot in next year’s six-team re-
gional finals with a 6-0 win over
Panama last month.

Panama advanced to the region-
al finals with a 3-0 win over El Sal-
vador on Wednesday.

Johnson scored in the 15th
minute for the Americans on a
lofting pass from Pablo Mastroe-
ni. Andy Williams tied the score
in the 27th minute on a penalty
kick.

Jamaica would have advanced
with a win, or a tie coupled with a
Panama tie or loss. The Reggae
Boyz were seeking to return to
the World Cup after qualifying in
1998 and falling short in 2002.

Percival agrees to two-year,
$12 million deal with Tigers

DETROIT — Free agent Troy
Percival and the Detroit Tigers
agreed Wednesday to a $12 mil-
lion, two-year contract, a move
that will lead to Ugueth Urbina be-
coming a setup man or getting
traded.

Percival, 35, was 2-3 with a 2.90
ERA and 33 saves last season
with Anaheim. The Angels made
no attempt to re-sign him and
plan to use Francisco Rodriguez
as their closer in 2005.

Percival was fourth in the AL
in saves, reaching 30 for the sev-
enth straight season, the longest
streak by an active pitcher.

“We’re extremely pleased to

have a person of his makeup and
his ability to bolster the bullpen,”
Tigers president Dave Dom-
browski said.

Coming off a $21.25 million,
three-year deal that paid him $7.5
million in 2004, Percival gets $6
million in each of the next two sea-
sons. He thinks Detroit can win
the AL Central next season.

“They’ve got the platers to do it
and they’ve got the commitment
from the owner to do it,” he said.

On Nov. 5, Detroit exercised a
$4 million option on Urbina, who
was 4-6 with a 4.50 ERA and 21
saves in his first season with De-
troit. He left the team for the sea-
son after his mother was kid-
napped Sept. 1 in Venezuela.

Urbina was ninth in the AL
with 21 saves and is 39-43 with a
3.42 ERA and 227 saves in 10 sea-
sons.

Dombrowski recalled how Urbi-
na was the setup man in Florida
and mentioned a trade as a possi-
bility.

“I don’t know where that’s
going to go,” Dombrowski said.
“We’ll have to see.”

Greek sprinters charged
with dodging doping test

ATHENS, Greece — Greek
sprinters Kostas Kenteris and Ka-
terina Thanou and their coach
were charged Thursday with
avoiding a drug test on the eve of
the Athens Olympics and faking a
motorcycle accident hours later.

Chief prosecutor Dimitris Pa-

pangelopoulos, announcing the re-
sults of a two-month investiga-
tion, issued charges against the
two athletes and coach Christos
Tzekos. The coach was also
charged with illegally importing
and selling banned substances.

Twelve others — including
seven doctors at the state-run hos-
pital where Thanou and Kenteris
were treated after the alleged mo-
torcycle crash — were charged
with making false statements.

No trial date was set, though it
is not expected to go to trial for at
least a year.

There was no immediate from
the sprinters or their lawyer. The
sprinters have repeatedly denied
any wrongdoing and argued they
were not properly informed by
testers. But Kenteris fired Tzekos
as his coach after withdrawing
from the Olympics.

Kenteris, 31, won gold in the
200 meters at the Sydney Olym-
pics in 2000, and Thanou, 29, won
silver in the 100 meters.

Woods takes early lead
in Dunlop Phoenix

MIYAZAKI, Japan — Tiger
Woods overcame soggy condi-
tions to fire a 5-under 65 for a
three-stroke lead Thursday after
the first round of the Dunlop
Phoenix.

Playing in a steady downpour
at the Phoenix Country Club,
Woods opened with a birdie on
the par-4 10th hole and added
four more to take the lead in the
$1.89 million tournament, the
richest on the Japanese tour.

BY NANCY ARMOUR

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The NHL play-
ers’ union is answering the
league’s hard stance with one of
its own, offering little hope for res-
olution of the lockout that threat-
ens to wipe out the entire season.

The NHL Players’ Association
and 62 agents presented a unified
front as they emerged from a
six-hour informational session
Wednesday, saying the union has
presented a solid proposal and it’s
now up to the owners to come to
the bargaining table.

If the owners refuse to budge,
hockey won’t be played “for a
long, long time,” agent Ritch Win-
ter said.

“I guarantee the framework
laid by the NHLPA will be what
we will sign at one point,” Winter
said. “I can only hope the owners
pay a little more attention, under-
stand what it proposes, because it
appears for the most part they do
not. When they do, they’ll under-
stand the players as a group have
given in a way that guarantees we
can play hockey.”

The lockout, in its 63rd day,
was imposed by Commissioner
Gary Bettman after the collective
bargaining agreement expired
Sept. 15.

The NHL and the players asso-
ciation haven’t met since Sept. 9,
and have no plans to return to the
bargaining table.

The All-Star Game has already
been canceled, and the Stanley
Cup finals are in danger of being
wiped out for the first time since
1919, when the series between
Montreal and Seattle was stopped
after five games due a Spanish in-
fluenza epidemic.

“We’ve got real concerns that
we’re going to lose the season,

there’s no question,” agent Don
Baizley said. “Both sides remain
resolute at this moment, so there
is a real risk of losing the season,
there’s no question about that.
But everybody hopes that can be
avoided.”

The union made the last propos-
al in September, a plan centered
on a luxury tax instead of a salary

cap. The NHL rejected it because
the league says that won’t achieve
“cost certainty” — a term the
players say is tantamount to a sal-
ary cap.

A handful of players said last
month they would be willing to
play under a salary-cap system,
or would return to the ice next
season if the NHL decided to use
replacement players if a deal
wasn’t reached.

But agents at the meeting
Wednesday said they supported
NHLPA executive director Bob
Goodenow. He explained the
union’s proposal in detail to the
agents and shared the union’s cor-
respondence with the league.

“There’s no question that all
the agents and the players are on
the same page with Bob,” agent
Mark Gandler said. “Everybody
wants the season to start. But by
the same token, not on the terms
that are proposed by the league.”

Though there had been some
talk that the NHLPA might
present the league with a new pro-
posal, Goodenow said there are
no plans for that right now.

“We understand that there are
certain teams that have got some
difficulties, there’s no question at
all about that. And our proposal
recognizes that,” Goodenow said.
“But what the league’s asking
from the players is a cap system.
The league is asking for players
to correct situations which the
CBA is not really the fault of.

“We can’t be the solutions to all
of their ills. And it’s really disap-
pointing that Gary Bettman and
the owners don’t step up and take
some of the responsibility for
some of the problems they them-
selves have created.”

Playing the blame game isn’t
going to accomplish anything,
said Bill Daly, the NHL’s chief
legal officer.

“This is a sport that has signifi-
cant problems,” Daly said.

“It’s not an issue of who creat-
ed them, it’s an issue of how to re-
solve the problems going for-
ward. And that should be equally
important to the union as it is to
the league.”

NHL management claims
teams combined to lose $273 mil-
lion in 2002-03 and $224 million
last season. While Goodenow said
the players have proposed more
than $100 million in annual con-
cessions, Bettman has said the
offer would do little for owners.

That appears to leave the sides
at an impasse. And with each
passing day, the chances of sav-
ing the NHL season grow small-
er.

“I’m not very optimistic at all,”
said Dallas Stars forward Bill
Guerin, a member of the execu-
tive board. “But you never know.
We’re still very early into this
whole lockout process. But I’m
not optimistic.”

No sign of NHL lockout ending anytime soon
Union, players’ agents meet, say it’s up to the owners to make next move in negotiations

AP

Trevor Linden, president of the NHL Players’ Executive Committee,

talks to reporters after a meeting with NHL Players Association officials

and agents of locked-out NHL players Wednesday in Rosemont, Ill.

English golfer Casey apologizes for saying he ‘hates’ Americans
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BY KEITH PARSONS

The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Time and
again, a North Carolina State play-
er turned down an open shot,
choosing instead to pass the ball
to an open teammate.

“I’m just really proud of them,
because they did it the right
way,” Wolfpack coach Herb
Sendek said. “We all kind of like
ourselves, and it’s commendable
when you have people willing to
share.”

Julius Hodge led a balanced at-
tack with 21 points, and No. 19
N.C. State jumped on New Or-
leans early in a 92-58 victory
Wednesday night in the first
round of the BCA Invitational.

Jordan Collins scored a ca-
reer-high 17 points, Engin Atsur
had 14 and four other players fin-
ished with at least eight.

“We shared the ball tonight like
never before,” said Tony Bethel,
who joined Hodge with a
game-high six assists. “We made
the extra pass. Guys were passing
up good shots to get a great one.”

N.C. State advanced to the sec-
ond round and will play Elon,
which beat Fairleigh Dickinson
73-59.

The Wolfpack made their first
five shots and scored the first 11
points, never giving the Priva-
teers and coach Monte Towe a
chance.

Towe starred at N.C. State dur-
ing the 1970s, leading a team that
included David Thompson and
Tommy Burleson to the 1974
NCAA championship.

Thompson and Burleson sat be-

hind the scorer’s table for this
one, watching as their former
teammate tried in vain to keep
New Orleans in the game. The Pri-
vateers had more turnovers than
baskets well into the second half,

and they even resorted to running
down the shot clock.

Nothing helped, mostly be-
cause the Wolfpack were too
good. After Collins started the
scoring with two free throws, Be-
thel and Levi Watkins each made
two three-pointers. Collins added
a three-point play, and N.C. State
didn’t miss until Hodge’s first
shot about 5½ minutes into the
game.

“This has been a highlight for
me, to bring my team in here to
Raleigh,” Towe said. “I have to
give North Carolina State all the
credit in the world. I’ve always
thought Herb Sendek has done a
great job, and he’ll continue to do
so if everybody keeps supporting
him.”

Atsur had four threes — all in
the first half — as the Wolfpack
went 11-for-28 from beyond the
arc. They had 80 points with well
over 10 minutes left in the game,
thanks to that unselfish style of
play that included 24 assists.

Bo McCalebb led New Orleans
with 21 points, the team’s only
player in double figures.

“I have to give Bo credit for
hanging in there and hanging
tough,” Towe said. “I thought Bo
showed everybody that he can
play with anybody in the coun-
try.”

The Privateers used a brief run
to get within 47-27 near the end of

the first half, but N.C. State
closed with nine straight points.

Ilian Evtimov started it off with
a jumper, and Hodge added two
layups.

After a turnover, Cameron Ben-
nerman followed up a miss by Be-
thel with a powerful dunk. Hodge
made a free throw with less than
a second left to close out the scor-
ing.

“I guess making shots can be
contagious,” Hodge said. “Guys
were really feeding off each
other. This is the most confident
the team has been in the offense
since I’ve been here. We’re just
going to continue to follow the
plan.”

The second half wasn’t much
better for New Orleans. With the
score 61-37, Collins started a 13-0
spurt with another three-point
play. Evtimov followed with a
layup of a nifty pass from Bethel,
Bennerman had four points and
Hodge added his own rim-shak-
ing dunk.

Freshman Gavin Grant closed
it out with his first basket, a jump-
er from the wing.

Collins improved on his previ-
ous best of 11 points, set last sea-
son against Wake Forest.

“I feel really good about my-
self, and I think my teammates
do, too,” he said. “They gave me
some great passes.”

Confident Wolfpack overwhelms New Orleans

AP

North Carolina State’s Cameron Bennerman (13) takes the ball away

from New Orleans’ Bo McCalebb during the first half Wednesday in the

first round of the BCA Invitational in Raleigh, N.C.
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After having marijuana possession charges dropped, Nuggets forward Carmelo Anthony, left, scored 30

points against the Toronto Raptors on Tuesday night, helping Denver win 112-106. See Page 28.

Steelers see
line for MVP

Anthony cleared for takeoff

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — When the
Pittsburgh Steelers vote for the
team’s most valuable player this
year, a lot of ballots might be split
five ways.

Even with so many players en-
joying big seasons — Ben Roeth-
lisberger, Duce Staley, James Far-
rior and Troy Polamalu — the
Steelers agree almost unanimous-
ly that the offensive line is the
main reason for their dramatic
turnaround.

One season after the Steelers
endured their worst season run-
ning the ball since 1967, they are
No. 2 in rushing — with only 20
fewer yards in nine games than
they had in 16 last season.
They’re well down the list in
sacks allowed, too, with only 15 —
25 fewer than the New York Gi-
ants.

Massive personnel changes
aren’t the reason for the upgrade;
each of the five regulars started
at least nine games last season ex-
cept left tackle Marvel Smith, lim-
ited to six starts by a neck injury.

So how could a line that played
well below expectations on a 6-10
team last year be performing at
such a high level this season on
an 8-1 team?

“There’s been a big emphasis
on the run this year from the
start,” former All-Pro guard Alan
Faneca said Wednesday. “We’ve

been running the ball a lot and get-
ting a lot of chances, and the run-
ning backs have been doing a
good job of getting through the
holes.”

Last year, the Steelers aban-
doned their long-standing com-
mitment to the running game to
emphasize quarterback Tommy
Maddox’s throwing, a byproduct
of Maddox’s strong production
once he became the starter in
2002.

This season, the Steelers have
emphasized the run since the
opening week of camp, when of-
fensive coordinator Ken Whisen-
hunt didn’t call a single passing
play during the first three
goal-line scrimmages against the
defense.

It’s also helped that there have
been no injuries since right guard
Kendall Simmons (knee) was lost
for the season early in camp.

Keydrick Vincent stepped in
for Simmons after making nine
starts last season and, along with
an ever-improving Oliver Ross at
right tackle, has stabilized what
appeared to be a shaky right side
of the line.

“We’re all anchored in our
spots for a couple of months now,
and that helps,” Faneca said. “It
helps to know what the guy next
to you is thinking. It makes life a
lot easier out there when you can
just let it rip.”

SEE LINE ON PAGE 27

Players say main reason
for turnaround is effort
of five guys in trenches

Time to ‘go for broke’

for five drivers still
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